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O'Brien's all new Epoxy Lite Series'" short- 
boards are, quite frankly, designed to dance on and 
around anything in sight. 

They are exceedingly light. Remarkably agile. 
And their jibing response so quick It borders 
on scary. 

Yet. unlike their home-brew, custom-built 
counterparts. O'Brien Epoxy Lltes don't have that 
unpleasant inclination to disintegrate on impact. 

Give credit to a rather esoteric construction 
. _— fih^r/<;-nla<;=i lav-UD with 
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a uniformly controlled ratio of resin to cloth saturation. No lumps. No weak spots. 

Our fin-box is tied through an epoxy/fiberglass I-Beam stringer directly to the 
upper deck, an exclusive feature that eliminates fin-box blowouts. And generous 
strips of fiberglass wrap the rails to protect areas most prone to damage. 

What an O'Brien Epoxy Lite Series board affords you, then, is the full tilt 
performance of a custom board, with consistency and durability that Is any¬ 
thing but customary. 

All of which leaves us 
with one question we’re Just 
itching to ask. 




















Maui slalom ace Sharon Young-Dahlquist says, "Hey dude, try this with your board! 


Think 

When you do, 
you'll be faster 
than the wind. 



9'4" Terminator-At last, a slalom 
board specifically designed for the most 
frequently experienced conditions, 12-18 
knots, instant acceleration, glides forever 
and jibes on a dime. 

Speed Spoon -14 to 40 knots - the Spoon 
shape, an exclusive Velocity innovation. 
Our Speed Spoon is great for 80-130 
pounders in moderate winds and excels 
for all weights in nuclear winds! It stays 
easy to handle in the strongest gusts. 

FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU 
The traditional distribution system of trade 
fairs, pro racers, sales reps and retailers 
involves so much cost that our boards would 
simply be too expensive. We want you to 
share the Velocity experience at a reasonable 
price. Now you can buy any Velocity board 
wholesale, direct from the manufacturer. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
We are so sure you'll be delighted with 
your Velocity after you try it, that if you 
want, well buy it back after the first week!* 

DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU WANT? 
Then visit your local specialty retailer. 
They'll give you great selection and service. 
But, if you know you want the best 
and can appreciate the difference 
in our lighter-faster-tougher 
Velocity boards then.... 

Think fast! Think Velocity! 

You'll be faster than 
the wind. 

’less one week 
rentals freight. 


SIX YEARS IN DEVELOPMENT 
For years, insiders have been jealously 
guarding the Velocity performance advantage. 
In fact, it's been six years since our first 
Velocity board hit the water. We've built 
hollow boards, honeycomb boards, sandwich 
boards, even hybrid boards. All of them 
good, but unfortunately, not great. 

Finally, with some help from our friends in 
the aerospace industry, we've perfected 
a high temp-high pressure composite 
construction. It produces incredibly light 
boards with the feel of epoxy and the 
strength of an airplane. You simply must 
sail one to understand. 

THREE NEW WATER WEAPONS 
9'9" Predator-A short board for 10 
knots? You bet! The slalom board for big 
boys and light winds.-. 








fast! Think \felocity! 



Strohs ProAm overall champion Ian Barense riding the 
Velocity Speed Spoon. 
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The Art of 
Air Travel 


APRIL 1989 


ny sailor who travels with his 
gear knows the feeling: You 
arrive at the airport with your 
100-pound box of gear, drag it 
up to the counter, and try to act like it 
doesn’t really weigh 100 pounds. Then, 
while the agent is checking you in, you 
have to sum up the situation. “What 
kind of person is this agent? Could he 
possibly think I only have one surfboard 
in here? 

"Maybe I should tell him I’m carrying 
an old redwood board to the islands for 
a surfing nostalgia piece. Or maybe I’ll 
say it’s just a sailboard, but that’s going 
to cost me $75. But then again, what if 
he opens it up and finds the two 
sailboards, two masts, six sails, booms, 
universals, wetsuits, and fins? Maybe 
I'll say it's a sailboard and a surf¬ 
board—and get away for a 105 bucks. 
He couldn’t doubt that.” 

"Sir... Sir, what’s in that big box?" 

"Art.” 

"Art—no charge listed for that. 

Okay, send it on through." 

Sound familiar? If you carry your 
gear around long enough, you’ll find out 
how inconsistent the airlines can be 
when it comes to sailboards. I remem¬ 
ber the time I was going to save money 
by taking only my surfboard and a pair 
of booms to the islands with me, 
planning to borrow sailing gear when I 
arrived. I neatly fit the two items into a 
board bag and walked up to the 
counter without a worry, knowing I'd 
only have to pay the $30 surfboard fee. 
For some reason, though, and I still 
don't know why, the agent unzipped my 
bag and saw the booms. 

“That’s a sailboard—it's got them 
wishbony things in there!" he exclaimed 
out loud. I calmly explained that it was 
my surfboard, and that I'd brought 
along a set of booms to give to a friend. 
It was of no use; he reprimanded me by 
giving me the choice of a $75 charge or 
a "don't take it at all" ultimatum. 

"It's people like you who try to cheat 
the airlines that cause all our excess 
baggage charges to go up." 

I have no problem being charged to 


carry boards on board an aircraft, but 
the airlines are 10 years behind the 
times when it comes to windsurfing 
They base their fees (usually $75 each 
way) on their perception of a "windsur¬ 
fer," which means a stock 12-foot 
Windsurfer, a 15-foot mast, a set of 
huge booms, and a couple of sails, 
which has to weigh 60 pounds alto¬ 
gether. 

This very same fee applies to the 
honest person who says that his nine- 
foot slalom board with a couple of sails, 
a two-piece mast, and some break¬ 
down booms—all packed away neatly 
in an easy-to-carry bag—is actually a 
sailboard. However, put a surfboard in 
exactly the same size bag and load it 
down with wetsuits, and it’ll cost only 
$30. 

Our reader surveys show that the 
average WindRider reader spends 
$1,112 per year on windsurfing airline 
tickets, and 59.8 percent of those 
readers take their gear with them. 
Basically, what this means is there are a 
lot of sailboards going through the air. 

I remember getting off the plane in 
Corpus Christi and seeing Dave Deisin- 
ger struggling with two course boards, 
two slalom boards, a couple of quiver 
bags, and what had to be a few 
thousand masts. I figured it had to cost 
him about 300 bucks, but to my 
surprise, he only had to pay $25, flying 
on Southwest. This is the kind of airline 
behavior that ought to be commended. 

So, next time you have a good ex¬ 
perience carrying your boards aboard, 
drop the airline a postcard from your 
destination thanking them for their 
treatment. Maybe if they get enough 
cards, they will adopt some kind of 
consistent rate favorable to all the 
boardsailors who have been flying with 
them. If you get burned for an excess 
baggage charge greater than what your 
ticket cost, drop them a card, and let 
them know how you feel. 

If enough of us write in and get the 
airlines to adopt a charging policy more 
in line with surfboard charges, frequent 
travelers should be able to save a lot of 
money. And at the very least, if 
charges become predictable, it'll save 
you from having to cut off your ear to 
convince the agent that you’re carrying 
art. 
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YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY ABOUTMEN 
WHO KEEP THEM SOCKS ON. 


They say they like it wet. 
They say that to hit the surf, 
dive the depths, soak the sand, 
a man's gotta wear what a 



man's gotta wear. And so does by sea, this is how 

a woman. The new Nike Aqua to make waves. 

Sock, Aqua Sock Too and 
Aqua Boot. By land, or 
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TOTAL CONCENTRATION 
EXPLOSIVE START 
REMARKABLE FINISH 


And the overall result is a complete North product. 










Delta - Ellipse - Infinity - Prisma 

New names, new sails, new feeling 

North Sails means quality. In shape, in crafts¬ 
manship, in durability. That's why North Sails 
makes their own cloth, for an exact blend 
of quality materials and precision designing, 
for gaining critical speed to windward in 
course racing - to surviving a wipeout in the 
waves, from short board sailing - to long 
board cruising. 
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Delta 


Versatile and affordable, this light weight 
sail will introduce many windsurfers to the 
dependability, quality and performance 
details found in all North products. 




Ellipse Ezzy Wave 

The Ellipse features a rugged two ply leech, 
three ply foot, single leech radials and a new 
easy adjustable head. Developed from the 
Ezzy Wave, this sail has a profile and outline for 
optimum range and maneuverability. 




Its super b€ 


Ezzy Wave Maui Edition 


Its sdper beefy construction has made this the choice 
for our Maul team. The Ezzy Wave has increased power 
below the boom and a flat head design for excellent 
control In the gusts and while on wave faces. 


Infinity 

Infinity knows no limits. This is the high perfor¬ 
mance sailor's dream quiver. Jumping, jibing, 
reaching and drag racing, this is the sail that 
can truly do it all. 


Prisma 

Prisma's superior performance on all points of 
sail will appeal to the competitive spirit in all o 
us. With two cambers and by deepening the 
draft at boom height, power has been 
increased - without sacrificing control. 


NORTH SAILS 

RIG PROFESSIONALS 
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HOWLING MAD 


I] am responding to James Peterson’s 
I article on Silver Lake in Wisconsin in 
I your September/October 1988 issue. 
3 Shame on you. Jim; it's not nice to 
make fun of your fellow boardsailors, 
especially the ones from Wolf Lake. 

I’ve been sailing on Wolf Lake for the 
past eight years and I'm not glowing or 
changing into the Toxic Avenger* Silver 
Lake has nice surroundings, but they 
block quite a bit of clean wind And then 
there are the clumps of seaweed you hit 
when you’re sailing real fast. Wolf Lake, 
on the other hand, is very open, like the 
Ponds in California. The winds howl 
across the lake—maybe that’s why they 
call it "Wolf Lake." Or maybe the nuclear 
waste in the lake contributes to the explo¬ 
sive sailing I’ve experienced there. 

Not every body of water is perfect. 
Our oceans, the Great Lakes, and even 
Wolf and Silver Lakes have some type of 
contaminates in them, either manmade or 
natural. As sailors, we should stick to¬ 
gether and help keep all our favorite lakes 
clean and safe. 

Joe Soltis 
Palos Hills, IL 

ON THE LEVEL 


he editorial "Leveling Off” by Tom 
James is right on target. There are 
a few other reasons to keep "the 
old barge" rather than lining the 
pockets of R & D and marketing guys who 
still think new beginner board purchases 
are required. 

The number one reason to keep "the 
barge" is to teach beginners to sail. An¬ 
other reason is to change the “three 
board/rig" purchase law for new people 
entering the sport and make it the new 
“two board/interchangeable rig" pur¬ 
chase law. It's simple math: 120- to 160- 
liter board + 7.0m rig + 10 to 20 knots 
divided by a 90- to 110-liter board + 5.m 
rig + 10 to 20 knots = time on water/time 
on land. 

Graham Taylor 
Tavernier, FL 


MONEY FOR 
NOTHIN’ 


I ’m writing in regard to Eric Sanford’s 
Cutback in the November/December 
1988 issue. “White is Right But Wetter 
is Better." I participate in both 
windsurfing and skiing and have tons of 
gear to prove it. 

Whilp hpprhpc a re* nottinn mnro 


crowded and lift lines are getting longer, 
there are so few of us boardsailing loon¬ 
ies that we can demand money for our 
services Imagine getting paid $25 an 
hour to teach sailing lessons 1 I thought I'd 
died, gone to heaven, and been reincar¬ 
nated as Tom James. 

A lex Berry 
Ontario, Canada 

ARUBA ROYALE 



e’ve all read about Aruba in the 
illustrious pages of WindRider, 
but there is a side to the island 
that you’ve missed. One of the 
advantages Aruba has over all the other 
hot spots is that it’s a gambler’s paradise 
as well as a great place to sail. You can 
sail eight hours a day, then head on over 
to the casinos for your next sporting 
adventure. 

I’m no Amarillo Slim, but it’s easy to 
make $20 last a couple of hours at the $2 
minimum blackjack table. Even if you 
lose, you win, because no matter what 
your stakes, cocktails are complimen¬ 
tary* You've got to love it. The cerveza 
flows all night long and no tabs follow you 
around. 

I spent five days sailing and gambling 
and came out way ahead. What a feeling! 
Your muscles ache from a day on the 
water, your thirst is quenched all night 
long, and then you’re cashing in those 
chips. A cautious windsurfer with a level 
head and a firm grip on his Heineken can 
make a trip to Aruba pay off in a special 
way. 

At first glance Aruba may seem to be 
only flat water and steady breezes, but 
dig a little deeper and you might find a 
golden nugget waiting for you in the 
sand! 

Pete Werth 
Woodbridge, CT 

LOONY TUNES 


T he short article “Lopez Loon¬ 
iness” in your November/Decem- 
ber 1988 issue was decidedly not 
funny. Combining drinking, driv¬ 
ing, and sailing are not messages to 
convey to the public, tongue in cheek or 
not. Hopefully, you won't print any more 
columns in such poor taste. 

M.A. Rasmussen 
Santa Barbara, CA 

Editor's Note: We had hoped our bio on 
the author would have clearly communi¬ 
cated our position! We certainly don't 
endorse drinking, driving, and sailing— 
at least nnl simultfineniislul 
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HOT STUFF 


CTO heft of windsurfing equipment • 
on Maui, as in other places, has ■ 
increased in recent months and * 
J Second Wind Windsurfing Com- * 
pany has created a computerized pro- • 
gram to aid in theft recovery 

The program is called "Hot Stuff," and • 
it’s offered as a public service at no ■ 
charge to participants. With this pro- • 
gram, Second Wind has established a 
system for gathering and disseminating 
nformation that will help track the theft of 
windsurfing equipment on the island. 

Forms for gathering this information 
can be obtained at Second Wind and all 
other local windsurfing shops. The infor¬ 
mation is entered into a data base pro¬ 
gram at Second Wind and then printed 
out for the Maui Police Department and all 
retail windsurfing establishments. The 
reports contain all the facts about the 
stolen goods, including time and place of 
the theft, description of the goods, and 
the rightful owner’s name. The lists are 
updated as needed. 

Bob Sifford, owner of Second Wind, 
says, “We deal with used equipment 
every day, but until now, we’ve had to 
take the seller’s word that the equipment 
belonged to him. Hot Stuff is a check 
against that. Hopefully, this system will 
discourage thefts in the long run and will 
help windsurfers to recognize stolen 
equipment on the beach as well as in the 
shops." 

Sifford cautions that these reports 
don’t take the place of official police 
reports. The program is basically an at¬ 
tempt to prohibit the resale of stolen 
goods on Maui and lead police to the 
thieves, if possible. 

For more information about this serv¬ 
ice, contact Second Wind Windsurfing, 
808-877-7467, or write to them at 111 
Hana Highway, Kahului, HI 96732. 


KNOW YOUR KNEES 


H B ■ hen you are out on the water 
«H§ catching that great ride, you 
\ V IIV / don't usually consider the tre- 
\_J W mendous forces affecting you 
until they launch you from the board! In 
effect, you can consider yourself a bio¬ 
logical link between the boom and the 
board. 

The largest and most complex joint in 
the boom-body-board linkage is the 
knee. Like most any sport that is fun anc 
exciting, there is some risk of persona 
injury in boardsailing. Knee injuries can 
and do occur, and it helps to know wha 
is serious and what isn't. 

APRIL 1989 


To Catch A 

Thief 

□ 

Trick 

Knees 


that connect one bone to another; in this 
case, they connect the femur to the tibia 
(shin bone). The four major ligaments are 
the medial (inside) and lateral (outside) 
collateral ligaments, and the anterior 
(front) and posterior (back) cruciate liga¬ 
ments. The collateral ligaments are on 
either side of the knee, and the cruciate 
ligaments criss-cross through the middle 
of the knee. These ligaments stabilize the 
knee and keep it from giving way. 

Between the femur and the tibia there 
are two washer-like bearing surfaces 
made out of cartilage called the medial 
meniscus and the lateral meniscus. 
These menisci help cushion the impact 
between the femur and the tibia and also 
give some stability to the joint. 


KNEE PAIN 


Baby On 
Board 


ANATOMY 


The knee is held together by liga¬ 
ments. These are gristle-like attachments 


If you have pain in the knee, especially 
in the patella (kneecap), without sustain¬ 
ing any obvious injury, you could have 
what is called chondromalacia patella. 
This condition usually occurs when you 
climb stairs or get up after sitting for a 
long time, such as after a plane flight. It is 
certainly aggravated by spending long 
hours in cold water. If you feel pain when 
you push on the front or sides of your 
kneecap, you most likely have this par- 
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HOT STUFF 


CTO heft of windsurfing equipment • 
on Maui, as in other places, has ■ 
increased in recent months and * 
J Second Wind Windsurfing Com- * 
pany has created a computerized pro- • 
gram to aid in theft recovery 

The program is called "Hot Stuff," and • 
it’s offered as a public service at no ■ 
charge to participants. With this pro- • 
gram, Second Wind has established a 
system for gathering and disseminating 
nformation that will help track the theft of 
windsurfing equipment on the island. 

Forms for gathering this information 
can be obtained at Second Wind and all 
other local windsurfing shops. The infor¬ 
mation is entered into a data base pro¬ 
gram at Second Wind and then printed 
out for the Maui Police Department and all 
retail windsurfing establishments. The 
reports contain all the facts about the 
stolen goods, including time and place of 
the theft, description of the goods, and 
the rightful owner’s name. The lists are 
updated as needed. 

Bob Sifford, owner of Second Wind, 
says, “We deal with used equipment 
every day, but until now, we’ve had to 
take the seller’s word that the equipment 
belonged to him. Hot Stuff is a check 
against that. Hopefully, this system will 
discourage thefts in the long run and will 
help windsurfers to recognize stolen 
equipment on the beach as well as in the 
shops." 

Sifford cautions that these reports 
don’t take the place of official police 
reports. The program is basically an at¬ 
tempt to prohibit the resale of stolen 
goods on Maui and lead police to the 
thieves, if possible. 

For more information about this serv¬ 
ice, contact Second Wind Windsurfing, 
808-877-7467, or write to them at 111 
Hana Highway, Kahului, HI 96732. 


KNOW YOUR KNEES 


H B ■ hen you are out on the water 
«H§ catching that great ride, you 
\ V IIV / don't usually consider the tre- 
\_J W mendous forces affecting you 
until they launch you from the board! In 
effect, you can consider yourself a bio¬ 
logical link between the boom and the 
board. 

The largest and most complex joint in 
the boom-body-board linkage is the 
knee. Like most any sport that is fun anc 
exciting, there is some risk of persona 
injury in boardsailing. Knee injuries can 
and do occur, and it helps to know wha 
is serious and what isn't. 
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To Catch A 

Thief 

□ 

Trick 

Knees 


that connect one bone to another; in this 
case, they connect the femur to the tibia 
(shin bone). The four major ligaments are 
the medial (inside) and lateral (outside) 
collateral ligaments, and the anterior 
(front) and posterior (back) cruciate liga¬ 
ments. The collateral ligaments are on 
either side of the knee, and the cruciate 
ligaments criss-cross through the middle 
of the knee. These ligaments stabilize the 
knee and keep it from giving way. 

Between the femur and the tibia there 
are two washer-like bearing surfaces 
made out of cartilage called the medial 
meniscus and the lateral meniscus. 
These menisci help cushion the impact 
between the femur and the tibia and also 
give some stability to the joint. 


KNEE PAIN 


Baby On 
Board 


ANATOMY 


The knee is held together by liga¬ 
ments. These are gristle-like attachments 


If you have pain in the knee, especially 
in the patella (kneecap), without sustain¬ 
ing any obvious injury, you could have 
what is called chondromalacia patella. 
This condition usually occurs when you 
climb stairs or get up after sitting for a 
long time, such as after a plane flight. It is 
certainly aggravated by spending long 
hours in cold water. If you feel pain when 
you push on the front or sides of your 
kneecap, you most likely have this par- 









































ticular affliction. 

Chondromalacia patella refers to a 
softening of the cartilage of the kneecap 
In most cases, it is an overuse syndrome 
and it will get better with rest. Deep knee 
bends (as you might do in some 
boardsailing maneuvers) are especially 
bad when you have this condition be¬ 
cause the more you bend your knee, the 
tighter the patella is pulled against the 
femur (thigh bone). 

Sometimes, medication such as aspi¬ 
rin or ibuprofen, a non-steroidal anti-in¬ 
flammatory drug, can speed recovery. 
However, these medicines can aggra¬ 
vate the stomach and have other side- 
effects and should be taken under the 
supervision of a physician. 


WATER ON THE KNEE 


Injuries to the knee frequently cause 
swelling. This swelling can be in the skin, 
muscles, and fat outside the joint, or it can 
represent an effusion, sometimes known 
as “water on the knee." An effusion is fluid 
within the knee, and if it takes place after 
a new injury, it usually indicates bleeding 
into the knee. An effusion that happens 
after re-injury of a previously injured knee 
is usually just joint fluid and may not mean 
that any new structure has been torn. 

When your knee has an effusion, the 
hollows usually seen on either side of the 
kneecap disappear. In the presence of 
an effusion, gentle pushing on the knee¬ 
cap will cause it to bob up and down. 


TORN CARTILAGE 


A torn meniscus, also know as a torn 
cartilage, is quite painful initially. Al¬ 
though some of these can become much 
less painful with time, the torn flap of 
meniscus frequently behaves like a 
chock behind a car tire, and causes the 
knee to lock up. Needless to say, this is 
quite irritating, and it can be painful. 

Ten years ago, a torn meniscus would 
have been treated by surgery to open up 
the knee and remove the whole menis¬ 
cus. Today, many torn menisci are re¬ 
paired. If repair is not possible, the dam¬ 
aged portion of the meniscus is selec¬ 
tively removed. Both of these operations 
are usually done using the arthroscope. 


CRUCIATE LIGAMENT TEARS 


Football fans and skiers are familiar 
with torn knee ligaments, especially the 
anterior cruciate ligament, or ACL. There 
are many opinions about the proper treat¬ 
ment of a torn ACL. Some surgeons feel 
that exercise and training are just as 
effective as surgery. Other surgeons feel 
reconstruction of the ACL makes the 
knee more stable and will help prevent 
further damage to the menisci. 

It's important to keep in mind that each 
knee injury is a little different and there 
can be wide variation in how unstable and 
painful the same type of injury can be in 
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is performed for this injury, knee braces 
can provide much-needed stability 
There are several brands of lightweight 
sports knee braces on the market that 
can be worn out on the water. These 
braces require a doctor’s prescription 
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With luck, it will never happen to you, 
but if you do injure your knee and have 
developed an effusion, if your knee locks 
or gives way, or if you have persistent 
knee pain that just isn’t going away, you 
should make an appointment with a 
board certified orthopedic surgeon to 
find out what is going on and what needs 
to be done. Don’t let a bum knee be the 
weak link in your boardsailing! 

Contributed by Doug Mason, MD, and 
Robert Markison, MD 

BABY BOOMER 


EH /T| 0St c ^ l,c,ren 9 et cake ancl ice 
cream on their first birthdays, 

nSrl ^ut ^ eN y A Marie Sand- 
U \J LI hagen was too busy catching 
some nuclear winds on the San Luis 
Reservoir to bother with such kids’ stuff. A 
local television show, Incredible Sunday , 
was there, camera crew in tow, to record 
the action. 

KeNyA Marie just may be the world's 
youngest windsurfer. Her parents are 
world-class water skiers and boardsail¬ 



ing enthusiasts who obviously feel that it's 
never too early to learn how to sail. 

The board KeNyA Marie used for her 
film debut was a standard Seatrend 9 ' 5 9 
composite with a custom-made sail, 
scaled down to size for young sailors. 
Anyone familiar with the 9.5 knows that 
the larger-than-normal hull design by 
Randy French is one of the most popular 
shortboard shapes ever produced. What 
did KeNyA Marie think of the super-quick 
planing and maneuverability of the 
board? Apparently not much, as onlook¬ 
ers noted that she seemed more inter¬ 
ested in heading back home for an after¬ 
noon nap. 

What does the future hold for this 


windsurfing dynamo? KeNyA Marie as¬ 
sures us that she is training hard for the 
2100 Olympics and that if you think her 
one-handed somersault jibe is hot. you 
ain’t seen nothing yet. Here’s looking at 
you, kid! 

1992 OLYMPIC 
SAILBOARD CLASS 
SELECTED 


L_ _l he Division II Lechner has once 
again been chosen as the sail¬ 
board to be raced in the Olympic 

H Games in both the men’s and 
women's competitions. The Lechner was 
the board used in the 1988 Olympics and 
was the popular choice among the sailors 
to be selected for the 1992 Games to be 
held in Barcelona. Spam. 

The Boardsailing Committee of the 
International Yacht Racing Union (IYRU). 
which recently concluded its annual 
meetings in London, decided that the 
Olympic one-design Lechner will be 
raced with two sail choices, a 7.2 and a 
6.0 The exact characteristics of these 
sails in terms of mast height, boom 
length, battens, etc., has not yet been 
decided 

It is also reported that a variation on the 
standard Olympic course is being con¬ 
sidered. This course would replace the 
traditional reaches and runs with a com¬ 
bination of the two. The idea is to elimi¬ 
nate the “follow the leader" parades that 
tend to take place on the existing reach¬ 
ing legs. This is only in the experimental 
stages at the moment, but could become 
a standard in the future. 

While the Lechner one-design class 
may be eagerly accepted in the United 
States, Olympic development racing is 
likely to allow all existing Division II de¬ 
signs to compete. In addition, racing will 
be conducted on the existing 6.8 sail/rig 
combination and the standard Olympic 
triangle course until the new sail/rig and 
course are finalized. 


CATCH OLYMPIC 
MEDALIST MIKE 
GEBHARDTS CLINIC 


B eginning with the first PBA event 
in France this February, Neil 
Pryde/F2 team rider Mike 
Gebhardt will be doing a full rac¬ 
ing and clinic tour. Gebhardt will be at¬ 
tending at least 21 contests as well as 
consulting at 30 clinics around the US 
between contests. 

Gebhardt. the Bronze Medalist in the 
'88 Seoul Games, will be focusing on 
sailors of all levels in-the clinics. He says, 
“We can cover everything from UDhaiilinn 
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magazine. It’s easy. No postage necessary, 
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Mail today! 
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□ 1 year (8 issues) $13.97 
(newsstand price $23.60.) 

□ 2 years (16 issues) $22.97 
(newsstand price $47.20.) 

□ 3 years (24 issues) $30.97 
(newsstand price $70.80.) 

□ Payment enclosed. 

□ Bill me later. 
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FANATIC 


Its really quite simple, better | 

boards are more fun. That's why | 

FANATIC builds boards in Carbon ■ 
Composite Technology, incorporating I 
only the best quality materials and I 

outstanding components. | 

And, why Lite boards and rigs are I 
the choice of performance oriented l 
sailors searching for individuality I 

in the production board “jungle. I 

FANATIC LITE - High-tech 
quality without compromise. Carbon 
reinforcement, sets the standard. 
Boards that are stiff, light and mere 
dibly durable. Composite technology 

targeting the full range of abilities 
with a commitment to detail. 


quality 
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STAMP OUT 
WINDSURFING 


DARRELL JONES 

to forward loops, depending on the expe¬ 
rience of the group." 

Mike will have traveled to the F2 fac¬ 
tory in Austria and to the Neil Pryde fac¬ 
tory in Hong Kong in preparation for the 
clinic tour. He’ll cover all aspects of sail 
design and theory, provide rigging tips 
for the new '89 Neil Pryde sails, relay "go 
fast" techniques for boards, and provide 
steps to improve and even master jibes, 
as well as other maneuvers. 

Interested sailors can contact Fun- 
sport at 818-548-1565, or their local Neil 
Pryde dealer for the locations of clinics in 
their areas. 


} hy is it when you go to the post 
office, the only stamps they 
ever seem to have are ones 
depicting 18th century writers 
that you never heard of? Well, the post 
office could be moving to more familiar 
ground if windsurfing stamp collectors 
have their way. 

The explosion of windsurfing around 
the world has been matched by a wave of 
stamps depicting this brand-new sport. 
Only 20 years old, windsurfing has been 
commemorated on stamps sooner than 
any other sport, probably because its rise 
to popularity has been faster than most. 

For over a century and a half, post¬ 
master generals around the globe have 
commemorated the individuals, events, 
and sports that shaped their societies 
and cultures. If the trend continues, we 
can expect to see all the pioneers of 
windsurfing depicted on stamps, includ¬ 
ing such notables as Newman Darby, 
Rainer Schwartz, and Hoyle Schweitzer. 

Oddly, most stamps have not come 
from the heavy participant nations such 
as the US, Britain, France, or Germany, 
but rather from the small island nations 
and some African countries hoping to 
cash in on the popularity of the sport. The 
Republic of Congo, Mali, and Volta have 



• issued windsurfing stamps for the Olym- 

• pic Games. Others, such as New Zeal- 

• and, Rwanda, and Yugoslavia, have 

• done so just because their people enjoy 
•it. 


REPUBUOUE PORJLAJRE DU CONGO 


If you’re interested in starting your own 
. windsurfing stamp collection, get a copy 
. of Linn’s Stamp News and search their 
. ads for dealers who have windsurfing 

• stamps and news of new windsurfing 
. stamps to be released. So far, the US has 
. not been moved to honor windsurfing, but 

• it may someday soon, if pressure from 
. windsurfing equipment manufacturers 
. comes to bear on the postal authorities 
. concerned with selecting topics for future 
. stamps. 

To petition the US Postal Service for a 
. windsurfing stamp, write to the Citizens 
. Stamp Advisory Committee, c/o Stamp 
. Development Branch, US Postal Service, 
. Washington, DC 20260. After all, the US 
. has issued stamps of ducks, apples, 
. teas, horse racing, and pine cones—why 
. not windsurfing? 

. —Contributed by Raymond Schuessler 
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Boardsailing Year Volume Three 

All the fun and excitement of international boardsailing explodes on 
the screen in volume three ot this classic video series! 

70- minutes of great entertainment including: 

* Worldwide regatta coverage ‘ Equipment and technique features * 
Visits to Baja, Barbados, Hawaii, the Gorge, and other hot spots ‘ 
Hot moves, like flat-water forward rolls, Gu-screws, and cheese rolls 

* Robert Territeheau's high-flying forward roll with a half twist * 
Edge-of-the-seat action * And much more! 
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Boardsailing Year’s Guide to Better Gybing 

It's an elusive maneuver, but this new video will help you improve your 
gybing skills better than any other teaching aid. It's one you’ll want to 
study time and time again! 

This 30- minute tape features: 

• Top sailors sharing their gybing secrets * Equipment suggestions * 
Insight on stance, attitude, and technique * Super comprehensive 
instruction * And more!! 


Qty—Boardsailing Year Volume three (R15) $59.95 $. 

Qty._Boardsailing Year's Guide to Better Gybing (R14) $34.95 $. 

Florida residents add 6% state sales tax $. 
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toll-free: 1 - 800 - 992-2177 (in Illinois, call: 1-800-892-0753) 
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I f you look out over the lush tropical 
forests through the binocujars 
mounted on a heavy tripod in Malte 
Simmer’s house, you can see the 
ocean. In fact, you can see Hookipa, 
and if you knew nearly everyone sailing 
there, as Malte does, you could tell the 
wind speed, direction, and consistency 
just by watching them sail. 

Brother Klaus also owns a house 
that looks out over the Pacific. While 
Malte’s house has an air of belonging to 
someone on the move, constantly going 
somewhere dr doing something, Klaus’s 
seems a more peaceful setting; quiet, 
woody, and thoughtful. 

Both were born in Freiburg, 

Germany; Klaus in 1958 and 
Malte in 1959. Before either 
could understand the change, 
their parents packed up and 
moved to Los Angeles. 

The boys grew up in typical 
Southern California style; living 
near the beach, surfing, and 
partying. Malte loved surfing 
while Klaus was more into skiing, 
but since the nearest ski resort 
was several hours away, he also 
spent much time on the water. 

One day, their mother lent their 
uncle the Simmers' small sailboat, 
but it blew off his trailer as he was 
driving to the lake. They never found it. 
He offered to replace it but their mother 
said she had seen this neat-looking 
"sailing board" thing and wanted one of 
those instead. 

The first sailboards were being 
manufactured by their family friends, 
the Schweitzers, and soon both families 
were taking “clan" vacations together to 
go windsurfing in Baja. The brothers 
thought it was fun, but not as much fun 
as surfing or girls. 

Then, in 1974, the roof fell in: Dad 
accepted a new job back in Germany. 

Yo, both teenaged boys agreed, 
we're not going anywhere! Klaus 
devised a foolproof plan to escape the 
move but it proved not foolproof 
enough when he caught pneumonia. 
Malte, meanwhile, just resigned himself 
to a life of teenage misery in a foreign 
country. Back in Erlangen, West 
Germany, the pair slowly began to fit in 
as their German language skills 
improved. Also, while their skate¬ 
boarding skills were considered only 
average back in California, they found 
themselves virtual celebrities in Ger¬ 
many, where the fad was just catching 
on. 

Windsurfing also happened to be 
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The 

Simmer 

Brothers 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


everyone else their age. Klaus accli¬ 
mated himself somewhat to German 
life, but Malte was more rebellious, 
landing in five different schools over the 


next four years. 

In 1976, Klaus turned 18 (the legal 
driving age in Germany), bought an old 
VW bus (a sort of combination Califor¬ 
nia and German lifestyle item), and 
spent the summer teaching windsurf¬ 
ing. Malte liked the idea and, although 
he was only 16, he headed to an island 
off the North Sea to do the same. Both 
boys were pretty pleased that they 
could actually make money doing 
something they enjoyed. 

Malte started windsurfing more and 
more, traveling to races and competing 
in the Windsurfer World Championships 
in Sardinia in 1977, where he finished 
eighth. His excellent finish earned him 
a place on the German National 
Boardsailing Team in 1978. 

Klaus finished school in 1978 and 
headed for the coast of Spain for the 
summer to run a windsurfing school. 
The more he sailed, the more hooked 
he was. Against the wishes of his 
parents, who wanted him to go back to 
school and become a doctor, he 
headed for Cancun, Mexico, to go 
windsurfing. Because of an airline 
strike, he ended up in Los Angeles, 
where he met up with Colin Perry at the 
Windsurfer factory. Perry had just 
come back from Hawaii with a bunch of 


waves. Wow, this is wild! Klaus 
decided to head for Hawaii instead and 
he talked Hoyle Schweitzer into giving 
him one of the very first Windsurfer 
"Rockets" to take along. 

Arriving on Oahu, he headed for the 
Windsurfing Hawaii shop in Kailua Bay, 
where he ended up sleeping on the 
shop floor that fall as he sailed every 
day. The incredible new feeling of his 
Rocket, with footstraps and a high-wind 
daggerboard, gave him his first taste of 
the sport’s potential. 

In November, he ventured to Maui 
to visit with California boyhood friend 
Mike Waltze, who was running a 
windsurfing school at Kaanapali, 
although he was only 17 at the 
time. No, Mike assured Klaus, no 
one windsurfed at Hookipa, the 
waves were too big, the water too 
shallow, and the rocks and reef 
would munch any board. 

Partially to please his parents, 
Klaus returned to Germany in the 
summer of 1979 to go back to 
school. Malte, meanwhile, 
loaded up a bunch of boards and 
drove to the southern coast of 
Portugal for the summer to set up 
and run a windsurfing school for 
eager French and German 
visitors. 

That fall the brothers reunited and 
Klaus began regaling Malte with tales 
of Hawaii. Soon, both were off to 
Kailua for the winter, windsurfing every 
day. Spring came and money ran out. 
Klaus returned to Europe while Malte 
decided to stay in Hawaii. He flew over 
to Maui and met Barry Spanier of Maui 
Sails, who offered him a cutting job. 
Malte worked at Maui Sails for several 
months, living right in the loft, sleeping 
under the cutting tables and learning 
sailmaking. 

Meanwhile, Klaus was still sailing 
part time while going to school. When 
he got an offer to model for a Mistral 
catalog being shot in Kailua, he jumped 
at the chance. When the job was over, 
he knew he couldn’t go back to 
Germany. Instead, he too flew to Maui 
and began working at Maui Sails, 
taking Malte’s place sleeping under the 
cutting tables when Malte left for Brazil. 

Brazil? By the spring of 1981, Malte 
had saved up enough money to satisfy 
his passion for traveling. His first stop 
was San Francisco, but while there, his 
car was broken into and virtually 
everything he owned was stolen. 

Fortunately, his friends Shawn and 
Jack O’Neill (of O’Neill wetsuits) took 
him in, giving him a place to IjvR anil a 
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’ when O’Neill sent him to the ISPO trade 

* show in Munich to represent the 

* company. 

While at ISPO, Malte got inspired. 

’ He figured he could make windsurfing 

* sails as well as anyone else—maybe 

* he’d start his own company. So with his 

* ’ meager savings, he returned to 

’ California, bought a sewing machine 

* and a few rolls of cloth, and returned to 
’ Maui to start Simmer Style. His friend 

? ’ Cindy Allen agreed to join him in the 

’ enterprise and soon they were off and 
’ sewing. 

Malte’s idea was to make the very 

* best sails possible: really tough to 

’ stand up in the mean north shore surf, 

’ yet reasonably light and easy to handle. 
' Every day he would try a new design, 

* sewing all night and sailing all day, until 
’ he got it just right. 

At first he and Cindy just made a 

* few sails for friends. The word spread 

* and soon HiFly, who sponsored the 

' team Malte was on, had him make all 

* the team’s competition sails. One day 

’ Klaus decided that it didn’t make much 
' sense to have a brother just up the road 

* making his own sails, so finally the 

* brothers made it official and teamed up 

* to form a real company: Simmer Style, 

’ Inc. 

Now that they had a company, they 
' had to settle down. This lasted all of a 
' year before Klaus left to race on the 
’ World Cup tour and Malte headed, 

* finally, for Brazil, The business moved 

* ahead slowly, since both brothers were 

* away so much. 

Finally, it became obvious that their 

* business would suffer unless they gave 
' it more attention. By 1985, Klaus was 

* burned out on the World Cup racing 

’ scene and Malte was burned out trying 

* to run the business himself. So Klaus 

' took on a whole new challenge, running 

■ a business, which left Malte free to 

’ come up with new ideas. By that time, 

’ Simmer Style, Inc., had sail production 
’ facilities in Holland, Hong Kong, Brazil, 

‘ California, and Maui, and business was 
' booming. 

Today, things are more concen- 

* trated, with the main offices, sail design 
j studio, and custom sewing loft located 

* on Maui, while production sails are built 

* in Hong Kong. Original partner Cindy 

* Allen manages the accessory line and 

* Hawaiian distribution. 

The future looks bright indeed for 

■ Simmer Style. The Siryimer style of 

* business is very Maui, with a touch of 

* Germany, a hint of California, and a lot 

* of class. 

Eric Sanford (E.S.)s Is your sail 

* making "style" really different from that 

* of other sailmakers? 

* Malta: One of the reasons I left Maui 
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disagreed on some very basic ideas 
about sail making. His style is mainly 

* theory; he knows an enormous amount 
about how a sail should perform and 
why, but unfortunately, things don’t 
always work exactly the way they’re 
supposed to. My style, on the other 
hand, is 99 percent practical. I get an 
idea for a design, figure out a way to 
make it, and then I go right out and see 
if it works. If it does, great. If it doesn’t, 

’ then I chalk it up to experience and go 
on from there. 

* Klaus: Barry is not really a windsurfer. 
’ That’s the reason he originally hired 

* Malte and me; to give him direct testing 
' feedback from a sailor’s standpoint. 

' We could relate to the design, 

' construction, and actual sailing 
’ characteristics of a sail. 

* E.S.: Why do you think you got into 

' windsurfing while you were in Europe? 

' Malte: I was not at all happy about 
' being in Germany. I didn’t like school, I 
' didn’t have any friends, and I guess I 
’ was searching for something to do. 

’ There wasn’t any reality for me in 

* Europe—I couldn’t really understand 
’ the people or fit into the way of life. 

’ And people in Germany are way 
' different from those in Southern 

* California. So windsurfing became my 

* new reality, sort of my reason for being; 

* I was good at it, I made some friends, 


’ and I had fun racing. 

Klaus: Having come from Southern 
California, we were both like gurus of 
what was hip and cool to do. Although 
' windsurfing wasn’t real big yet, it was 
catching on fast and since we already 
knew how to do it, we were already 
ahead of everyone, which made us kind 

* of celebrities. Not only was it fun, but 
’ we’d keep trying to improve so we 

' could stay ahead of everyone else. 

* E-S-: How has Maui changed since 
you first moved here in 1980? 

’ Klaus: Obviously, a huge amount. 

* Paia was a rundown hippie village and 

* Haiku, where our office is now, was 

' considered way, way out in the sticks 
’ back then. The biggest changes have 

* not come through windsurfing but 

* rather through general tourism. The 

* sheer number of new condos, houses, 

■ and hotels, as well as the number of 

* daily flights to the island, mean that it’s 

* growing by leaps and bounds. 

’ E.S.: Several other small sailmakers 
’ have been bought up or absorbed by 

* larger companies. How has Simmer 
' Style been able to compete against 

' this? 

’ Malte: I’m a pretty independent kind 
’ of person. I never got along well in a 
’ real structured environment—like 

* school—and I have a hard time working 

* for anyone else. Certainly we’re not on 


the same level as the "big three" sail- 
makers, but then again, we don’t try to 
be. We grew slower than a lot of other 
companies since Klaus and I were 
away traveling so much, but perhaps 
’ that has helped us to keep the proper 
perspective on growth. We have our 
own design ideas. We like where we 
are right now as far as the business 

* goes. 

Klaus: We’re not a marketing or 
production-oriented company—we’re 
more into the design and performance 
’ of our product. We’ve always been 
' more interested in being the best 
’ sailmaker rather than the largest. 

E.S.: How did you learn to run a 
’ business? 

’ Malte: Strictly seat of the pants. 

' Klaus: Ditto. 

* E.S.: Do you see the sport of windsurf- 

* ing leveling off or declining in popular - 
' ity? 

' Malte: That’s a difficult question. 

* There's certainly lots of room for growth 
' but I think that windsurfing is becoming 
’ very specialized; there are slalom 

* sailors and wave sailors and course- 

* board sailors, depending on where they 
’ live. So maybe the growth will be in 

‘ one of these areas rather than in all of 

* them. 

■ Klaus: When I hear people saying 

* that the "fad” is dying, I don’t think they 
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have a real picture of what is happen¬ 
ing. The equipment being made now is 
real durable, much more so than the 
gear of just a few years ago, so it's 
lasting longer. This means that not only 
are people not buying new gear as 
often, but they’re also giving it away or 
selling it and moving up to something 
more high-tech. Since “entry level" is 
being gauged on sales of new begin¬ 
ner-type equipment, and sales of this 
gear is down, everyone seems to think 
the sport is dying. I just don’t see it. In 
fact, as new technology and designs 
make the equipment more “user 
friendly," more and more people will be 
attracted to the sport. 

E.S.: Why is windsurfing so much 
more popular in Europe than in the US? 
Klaus: Europe is much more densely 
populated than the US, so the word 
spreads fast on any new idea or sport. 
Also, because the US is so big, you 
need lots of different types of equip¬ 
ment for the huge variety of sailing 
conditions; wave sailing on the 
California coast is drastically different 
from duck pond sailing in Vermont or 
lake sailing in Minnesota. Finally, 
Americans have lots of other water 
sports without the restrictions found in 
Europe—water skiing, motor boats, and 
such. 

Malte: In Europe owning any kind of 


a boat is mainly for the rich, so owning 
a sailboard is kind of like owning a little 
yacht. Very little. 

E.S.: Does a beginner really need all 
top-of-the-line equipment? 

Malte: Obviously they don’t need the 
best there is, but it sure helps them to 
learn faster, especially here on Maui. I 
think it’s most important that the 
equipment match the conditions, both 
in size and style. Here on Maui we 
usually have high performance condi¬ 
tions; therefore, high-performance 
equipment makes it that much easier to 
learn. A beginner can get by with junk 
for the first couple of hours and not 
know the difference—but after that 
they’ll really appreciate the good stuff. 

I learned on a stock Windsurfer, which 
was the best available at the time. It 
took me forever to do some of the 
things that beginners are now doing in 
a day. 

E.S.: Do you miss competing? 

Malte: I suppose I miss the energy 
level needed to compete in a big 
contest but I wouldn’t really be com¬ 
petitive against the young kids like 
Angulo, Randle, and the others. I 
guess that if I started sailing hard again 
every day like those guys I could do 
pretty well, especially in the big waves. 
But I like to do lots of other things too. 
Klaus: Sometimes I miss racing. 


Right now I’m directing the energy I 
used to put into racing into the busi¬ 
ness instead. For me, they are both 
similar and I give the business my 
undivided attention now just as I used 
to give my racing. I think I'd rather be 
out there testing our new stuff than just 
racing on proven equipment. I like the 
R & D part of the racing or the business 
equally well. 

E.S.: Do you still enjoy windsurfing? 
Klaus: More than ever. It used to be 
my whole life so all I did was sail every 
day. Now I can pick and choose my 
days, since I don’t feel I have to go 
every day like I used to. I really enjoy 
the big, clean waves and now I can 
’ wait for the conditions to be perfect 
' without feeling that I’m missing some- 
’ thing. 

' Malte: Now I only go out on the really 
' good days, when the wind is real 
’ steady or the waves real clean. But 
‘ since it is getting more and more 

* crowded at Hookipa these days, it’s not 
‘ as much fun. I still like to go out on the 

’ really big days—double-mast-high 

* waves—when the sailing is intense. 

’ Then I’m really having fun! ■ 


* When Eric Sanford does a profile, he 
’ doesn't let ideas sit on the back burner 
' and simmer. He sen/es up an in-depth 
’ interview in style. 













W hen you’re first learning to 
sail, it is certainly not neces¬ 
sary to know every term and 
definition in the sailing 
dictionary, but it’s been proven that 
you’ll accomplish more in your first 
outing if you understand the points of 
sail. 

Simply put, “points of sail" are the 
directions in which you can travel in 
relation to the wind. They are most 
commonly known as close hauled, a 
close reach,.a beam reach, a broad 
reach, and a run. Each has its different 
angles to the wind and sail settings. 

Now, before you take that big step 
and leave dry land to set off for the wild, 
wet world out there, it's important to 
acquire some mental images of what 
makes your board go forward and how 
your sail should be set in relation to the 
wind's direction. 

It is pretty simple to figure out how to 
sail with the wind, when the wind is 
blowing from behind and your sail is set 
perpendicular to the wind. Understand¬ 
ing how it works is as simple as 
standing on skates with your back to 
the wind and holding your coat open. 
But sailing against the wind is not as 
easy a concept to visualize. 

You may already know that you can’t 
sail (or point) any closer than 45 
degrees to the direction from which the 
. wind is blowing. Sailing that close to 
the wind is called sailing “close- 
hauled." If you point the front of the 
board straight into the wind, the sail will 
flutter, or “luff." You’ll not only be 
unable to make forward progress, you’ll 
begin drifting backward. 

If you point directly downwind (180 
degrees off the eye of the wind), the 
wind will drive your board as fast as it is 
blowing; your speed will be reduced 
only by the water drag on your hull. 

But you can also sail at any angle from 
dead downwind right on up to close- 
hauled. All those “in-between" posi¬ 
tions are called reaches. When you sail 
on a close reach, you're just a little 
farther off the wind than when you sail 
close-hauled, but this point of sail is 
more comfortable. 

In funboard racing, a lot of sailors 
will sail on a close reach to the weather 
mark (the mark that is farthest into the 
wind) rather than sailing close-hauled. 
Although this is not the shortest 
distance to the mark, it is easier to 
maintain board speed on a close reach. 

You are on a beam reach when the 
wind is coming from straight off the side 
of the board, or perpendicular to the 
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beam reach is the recommended point 
of sail to try first. You should start out 
by first deciding where the wind is 
coming from. Then draw an imaginary 
line perpendicular to the wind direction. 
It is easiest to have an object, such as 
a dock or a buoy, at each end of your 
imaginary line. Once you have deter¬ 
mined where your line is, try to sail in 
between those points on that line. 

When the wind is coming over the 
back quarter of your board, you’re 
sailing on a broad reach, the point of 
sail that speed sailors love most. A 
broad reach should not be practiced 
when first learning to use a harness, 
because when gusts of wind come 
through, the sail has a tendency to slam 
you over the front of the board. This is 
referred to as “getting launched” or 
“catapulted." 

Suppose you are sailing close- 
hauled (45 degrees off the wind) with 
your sail sheeted in fairly tightly on the 
side opposite the one over which the 
wind is blowing. You’ll note that the 
leeward side (the side away from the 
wind) of your sail is shaped very much 
like the top of a wing of a bird or an 
airplane. 

This leaves the sail in an arched 
shape, which forces air to flow faster 
over the leeward side of the sail than 
the windward side (from which the wind 
is blowing). The difference in air speed 
causes a negative pressure (suction) 
on the leeward side and a positive 
pressure (blow) on the windward side. 
The suction is the lift and the blow is the 
push that allows the board to travel at a 
closer angle to the wind. 

In addition to the pressure on the 
sail, underwater friction is an important 
factor when sailing at an angle toward 
the wind. Most obviously, this sideways 
resistance is caused by the center- 
board and fin, as well as by the design 
of the hull itself. Since they resist lateral 
movement, the lift they generate is 
converted into forward thrust. 

Now that you understand what 
makes the boat go forward, let’s 
Hiconeo hnw to mflkp it work. The 


upon the angle between the wind and 
the sail. The angle of the board itself is 
really irrelevant. That is why it is so 
important to know where the wind is 
coming from at all times. 

Your sail must be set at approxi¬ 
mately a 45-degree angle to the true 
wind at all times. Your board’s heading 
may change, but the sail should remain 
fairly close to that same 45-degree 
angle with the true wind. 

When you’re sailing close-hauled, 
your sail must be pulled in tightly to 
maintain a 45-degree angle to the wind. 
You can’t point your board any higher 
into the wind because you can’t bring 
your sail in any farther without stalling. 
When the angle between the wind and 
sail becomes less than 45 degrees, the 
sail begins to luff, and this luffing will 
increase as the angle is decreased. If 
the sail is pointing directly into the wind, 
you will go nowhere because the sail 
will be fully luffing. 

If you are on a close reach, you 
should ease the sail out a little more to 
maintain the approximate 45-degree 
angle to the wind. On a beam reach, 
your sail will have to be let out still 
farther. This process of easing the sail 
works for everything up to broad 
reaching. If you sail deeper than that, it 
is not necessary to maintain the 45- 
degree angle to the wind. At this point 
of sail, your forward motion relies mainly 
on the direct push from the wind and 
not the lift created by the angle of the 
sail. 

The more exactly your sail is angled 
in relation to the wind, the faster and 
better the board will perform. This 
comes with practice and is easier once 
you've learned to read the wind and 
your sail. 

One basic rule should be kept in 
mind by the novice sailor: It is easier to 
sail downwind than upwind. Therefore, 
at least until you are a confident 
boardsailor, it is a good idea to first sail 
upwind from your point of departure. 
That way, if you don’t master the art of 
tacking upwind, you have the comfort 
of knowing the wind will push you safely 
back home. If you start out with an 
offshore wind and can't get back, it is 
embarrassing to have to ask a passing 
powerboat to tow you in! 

Actually, staying upwind of your 
return point is always a good habit to 
get into, so the wind can help bring you 
home if you get into trouble. ■ 


Julie Renfro is a USYRU s ailhnarrl 
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Developed for over a year on the professional race cir¬ 
cuit the 1989 Slalom Racing Range is the exact replica of 
the sails presently used by the International Race Team. 
Designed in close cooperation with Stephan Van Den 
Berg and Phillippe Darrieux, the UP Head Designer, they 
feature the Leech Control System (LC.S.), which controls 
the sail's twist and draft, and a two-piece profiled luff 
sleeve for improved batten rotation. Equipped with two 
camber inducers for 1989, the Van Den Berg Replica line 
is designed for maximum performance and speed in 
Course Racing and Slalom and is available in sizes from 
3.0-7.8m 2 . 
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CAN YOUR KIDS SAIL? 

YES They Can! 

MiniSurf Makes It Easy! 

Sailboard Associates, Inc. 
1982Crestridge Dr. 
Littleton, CO 80121 

(303) 781-6881 
Dealer Inquiries/Mail Order Invited 


MiniSurf 

For 
Children 
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Using the CL249 Tug cleat 
takes the pain out of 
tensioning small ropes and 
allows you to pull twice as 
hard. Easy to fix, ea 
reposition. Made of 
strong abrasion 
resistant 
aluminum. 
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Getting 

Your 

Course 

Board 

Upwind 

O ne of the course board's 

greatest strengths is its ability to 
sail to windward, and there are 
many techniques that can help 
you get optimum performance from 
your board while going upwind. 

It is essential to set the board's 
components correctly and to under¬ 
stand their use. The mast track should 
always be set in the most forward 
position when planing conditions 
prevail. When the wind is lighter and 
you're not constantly on a plane, it's 
more comfortable to move the track 
back a notch or two. This will prevent 
the nose of your board from purling and 
help it ride over chop. Moving the track 
back also helps you rail the board in 
lighter winds. 

The centerboard is the most 
important component for good upwind 
work. In lighter winds, position the 
centerboard fully down for maximum lift, 
but as the wind increases, rake the 
centerboard back to maintain control. I 
advise setting the centerboard for 
gusts; that is, to set it so that in gusts, 
the lift from the centerboard will let you 
rail the board a few degrees. (The more 
you rake the centerboard back, the less 
lift it provides.) 

In lulls, use just a little pressure with 
your toes to keep the board railed. If 
you set the centerboard for lulls, you'll 
get too much lift and have problems 
keeping the board from railing up when 
gusts hit. This loss of control will cause 
you to sheet out, depowering the sail 
and losing speed. 

Railing the board has a great effect 
on upwind speed, control, and angle of 
attack. “Railing the board" refers to 
lifting the windward rail so that it’s just 
above the water, forcing the leeward or 
downwind rail into the water. This gives 
the board more “bite" and increases its 
lonnth At the same time. 


wetted surface area All this improves 
upwind ability. 

The lift from the centerboard and 
foot pressure are the two main control¬ 
ling factors in railing the board. The 
windier it gets, the more the center- 
board must be raked back to prevent 
over-railing. You can also rail the board 
by pushing to leeward and down with 
your toes and feet, but the best method 
balances foot pressure and center- 
board lift. 

The next important component is the 
fin. Moving the fin to the back of the 
box will help the board track in a 
straight line, but will make tacking more 
difficult and reduce maneuverability. 

You need a bigger fin for course sailing 
than for slalom or wave sailing; a fin 
between 11 and a half and 13 inches is 
good. 

Boom height has a major effect on 
good upwind technique. You’ll gener¬ 
ate more speed if you set the boom at 
chest or shoulder height rather than 
setting it higher. However, it’s harder to 
sail on a reach with the booms at a 
lower setting, so I set my booms at chin 
level. To do so, I stand on the board 
with my feet by the mast and set the 
boom so that the front end is level to my 
chin when the mast is held upright. 

Foot positioning when sailing upwind 
should not change very much. If there 
is enough wind to plane upwind and 
hook into your harness, then you should 
generally have both feet in the beating 
straps. In lighter winds, if I'm using a 
6.2m2 or 7.5m2, it's not comfortable to 
get my back foot into the beating strap, 
so I use the forward straps and place 
my back foot between the front and 
back beating straps. In really light 
winds I take my front foot out and place 
it in front of the front beating strap and 
then move my back foot toward the 
centerline to help rail the board. 

There are four main aspects to 
consider in controlling the sail. The first 
is raking it to windward. As you lean 
back in your harness, it's easy to pull 
the sail too far over your body or into 
the wind. Raking the sail to windward 
like this results in inefficiency and a loss 
of power, so keep the mast as vertical 
to the wind as possible. 

The second consideration is raking 
the sail fore and aft, which affects the 
directional stability of the board and the 
way it travels through the water. The 
best position is usually a little farther aft 
than is most comfortable when sailing 
at the desired angle of attack to the 
wind. Slight adjustments in fore and aft 
’ rake can be made subtlv. First stPPr 


























the sail aft to head up into the wind or 
forward to bear off. It’s important not to 
over- or undersheet the sail. 

Oversheeting (pulling the boom in 
too far) or undersheeting (letting the 
boom out or not sheeting in far enough) 
will either stall or depower the sail. 
Properly raking the sail will not slow you 
down and must be mastered to 
maneuver around and over chop as 
well as to adjust to wind shifts. 

Through all this, concentrate on 
keeping the rig as steady and free from 
needless movement as possible. Every 
bump of the rig is magnified on the 
leech and will stall the sail. Keeping the 
rig steady, unfortunately, is not always 
easy to do, especially in chop. 

When sailing in chop, there are two 
primary considerations. First, use your 
legs as shock absorbers to help the 
board ride over swells and chop. Bend 
your legs as you come over the chop or 
wave and then extend them as you 
come down into the next trough. This 
makes the board ride smoothly, helps 
maximize waterline length, and gives 
you extra speed as you push down the 
back of the wave or swell. It's also 
easier to keep the sail sheeted correctly 
and under control if you ride smoothly 
through chop. 

Next, it’s important to think about 
fore and aft rake when steering the 
board around and over swells. If you 
see a particularly steep or rough piece 
of water, just bear off a little. Remem¬ 
ber to lean the mast forward without 
sheeting in to bear off smoothly around 
the chop. Foot pressure can also help 
you steer over chop. As you bear off, 
put more pressure on your front foot, 
and as you head up, lean the mast 
back a little and put more pressure on 
your back foot. 

When the swells get a little bigger, 
you can actually use rig and foot 
steering to pinch up and over the 
swells. As you come up the swell or 
wave face, the wave generates power, 
which allows you to head up and point 
higher. As you reach the top of the 
swell, bear off and pick up speed down 
the back side of the swell and get ready 
to pinch over the next one. Practice 
this, and you'll be successful going 
upwind. ■ 


Paul Coutts has been a professional 
boardsailor for two years and is the 
1988 US Production Tour Champion. 

He is sponsored by Fanatic, ART, Body 
Glove, Carrera, and Power Bar and just 
won first place in men's overall at the 
Bahamas International Windsurfing 
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We Gave You . . . 



• Revolutionary New Deck Pads 
with Real Texture for Positive 
Traction and Complete Control. 

• Available in 3mm or 5mm 
thicknesses packaged in sets of 3 
with an optional 4th strap separately 
packaged Or, buy the unique 

Designer Kit" which enables you to 
design your own style. 

• Designer Kit comes with 
instructions, razor blade and patterns, 
which enable you to design large 
custom pads to suit your needs. 

• 4 colors available. 




Now Introducing 
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Custom Boards 

• Designed by Brian Hinde, world renowned shaper & 
designer of Sailboard Master Class with over 20 years of 
shaping and board construction experience. Working 
alongside Brian Hinde is our Open Ocean production team 
with a combined total of over 90 years experience. 

• Open Ocean believes that custom means made for you. 

We build you your dream. Standard designs and sizes are 
also available, 8'6", 9'0", 9'6". 


ATTENTION DEALERS : Call us (toll free) for our unique and 
complete board re-sale program which includes inventory, financing, 
terms and a protected marketing area for you! Standard designs are 
in stock for immediate delivery. 

(Surfboards are also available in this program). 


1050 WAIMANU ST. HONOLULU HAWAII 

96814 

(808) 524-2324 


Call or Write to receive our full product line brochure. 
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T here are many variations of the 
duck tack and they’re all very im¬ 
pressive looking. Unfortunately, 
this trick is quite hard to perform, 
but with practice and in the proper con¬ 
ditions, it is lots of fun. 

I am going to explain the traditional 
style first performed in old freestyle 
competitions on stock Windsurfers. It is 
easiest to learn the duck tack on a 
large, floaty board, but after mastering 
the moves, you can do this maneuver 
on any board. 

For the sequence shown here, I 
used a Fanatic Boa, which is a floaty 
all-around wave/slalom board, and a 
4.8m2 wave sail Since you must throw 
the sail over your head, it’s best to start 
with the smallest sail possible. 

This trick is best attempted ip 
planing conditions when you’re 
comfortably powered. It is extremely 
difficult to perform when overpowered; 
finding smooth water is also very 
helpful. 

Start by sailing on a beam reach 
while comfortably planing. Look for a 
smooth patch of water, and when 
you're ready, unhook yourself from your 
harness and move your feet forward. 
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Put your back foe 
strap, place your 
the front strap, ar 
the wind. 
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)t in front of the back 
front foot in front of 
id start heading into 

lentum by pulling back 
and rounding the 
wind (photo 1). As the 
I to wind (straight into 
jpright, luffing the sail 
ward (photo 2). 
t is important to move 
ack on the boom, as 
. (You should be able 
and on the boom 
ow.) Your front hand 



now holds the sail in the luffing position 
while you quickly duck under the foot of 
the sail (photo 3). 

As you come out on the opposite 
side of the sail, reach up and grab the 
boom on the new side and pull back on 
the rig with your front hand (photos 4 
and 5). 

In photos 4 and 5, you can see my 
hand come under the foot of the sail 
and my right foot come forward. 
Continue to turn the board away from 
the wind as you sheet in the sail (photo 
6). Move your foot forward in front of 
the mast to help drive the nose of the 
board off the wind. 

Now it is important to push with your 
front foot and lean the rig forward so 
that you bear off onto the new reach. 
When you’ve done that, all that’s left is 
to hook in and sail away on the new 
reach. ■ 


Pro sailor Paul Coutts just took first 
place in men's overall at the Bahamas 
International Windsurfing Regatta in 
January 1989. He is sponsored by 
Fanatic, ART, Body Glove, Carrera, and 
Power Bar . 



Reach as far forward as you can and grab 
the boom on the new side. 
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INNOVATIONS 


I t's 80 degrees, sunny, the water is 
warm and clear, and—naturally—it's 
only blowing five to 10 knots. So 
you can either sit on the beach, rig a 
huge sail and putt around looking for 
gusts, or you can do what Rob Wood 
does. 

Wood, the president and designer 
of XS Funboards, grabs his girlfriend, a 
cooler full of his favorite refreshment, 
some masks, snorkels, and an anchor, 
and the two df them comfortably sail off 
together on one board for a fun day of 
cruising. Sound good? It is. And while 
Rob didn’t let me grab his girlfriend, I 
sailed the board for a couple of days, 
both alone and in tandem, and I am 
convinced that a new era in boardsail¬ 
ing is about to begin as a result of 
Wood's innovation. 

Obviously, this is no ordinary sail¬ 
board, but anyone who can sail a board 
can sail this. The really cool thing is 
that the majority of people who can't 
sail a board could easily learn to sail 
Wood's XS Funboard. It’s a cross 
between a sailboard and a catamaran, 
but it's not big and bulky like a cat, and 
it's more stable than a sailboard. 

The XS looks like a mini-catamaran, 
except that the platform linking the two 
hulls is domed and solid, and the whole 
thing is more compact. Overall, the XS 
Funboard is under 10 feet long, about 
four feet wide, two feet tall, and has an 
estimated volume of 310 liters. 

But most important, this one-piece hull 
only weighs about 40 pounds, so it’s as 
easy to hoist onto your racks and carry 
to the beach as a stock Windsurfer. It 
comes with an easy-to-rig 5.7 soft sail, 
an epoxy mast, and a simple set of 
booms and universal, so you can be 
out on the water very quickly, which is 
part of Wood’s philosophy. 

Fed up with the complexity of equip¬ 
ment that comes with high-performance 
boardsailing, Wood wanted equipment 
that would simplify the sport. “I was 
switching equipment more than I was 
sailing," he noted. “I wanted a board 
that would be sailable in all conditions, 
but excel in the five- to 13-knot range, 
which is the average wind speed in the 
continental US." 

Wood, a nationally-ranked Division II 
sailor, liked the way Div II boards 
handle light winds, but knew they were 
way too squirrely for the general public. 
But those boards provided the inspira¬ 
tion for the XS. “I figured if I cut it in half 
and made it into a cat, it would be both 
fast and stable." 

After three years of testing numer- 
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An Excess 
of Fun 



DARRELL JONES 

conditions, but also works well in 
planing conditions. The key to the 
design is its stability. Since it is a 
catamaran,'it spreads its weight over a 
large surface, without requiring an 
increase in wetted surface, making it 
both stable and fast. 

The first day I sailed it, I got to 
check out its top-end speed. It was a 
fairly windy day, and the local crew was 
using 6.4s and 5.8s on their slalom 
boards, but I took the XS out with its 
standard 5.7, with no knowledge 
whatsoever of what it takes to sail a cat. 
Luckily, I didn’t need any, because 
sailing the XS was almost identical to 
sailing a Windsurfer or Superlight in 
planing winds. 

The XS doesn’t rail up like a stock 
(or a Hobie Cat, for that matter); it just 
cruises through at a pretty fast, fun 
rate. It was simple to get in the 
footstraps, although sometimes the 
board would get caught in a tracking 
groove like an errant ski in slushy snow, 
and head off in its own direction for a 
while. 

Other than that, a sailor could do 
some fun pivot jibes, rail rides, and 
almost everything generally done on a 


being two feet above the water on an 
overpowered broad reach, but it’s 
nothing that an experienced boardsailor 
couldn't handle. In any case, it felt a lot 
like a big board, and in higher winds, 

I'd rather be on my slalom board. In 
light air, though, it's a different story. 

It was one of those days again: 80 
degrees, sunny, the water was clear 
and warm, and—naturally—the wind 
was only blowing about five to 10 knots. 
Carrying the board down to the beach, I 
was stopped by at least five curious 
onlookers who immediately noticed I 
had something cool with me. This 
board stirs up some interest among the 
beach-lying public, because they 
recognize it as something they could 
have fun on. 

As soon as I stepped on the board, 
the XS Funboard caught my interest, 
too. I immediately realized that this is 
the answer to every struggling 
beginner's dreams, as well as the 
perfect board for the occasional 
recreational sailor who just likes to 
cruise around on his lake. Too heavy to 
windsurf on standard boards? This 
thing can easily support the weight of 
three people, and sailing it in tandem 
feels almost identical to sailing alone. 

Needless to pay, it is super stable— 
way more so than any simulator, except 
this thing is fun./too. In five to 10 
knots, this board is really as fast off the 
wind as any sailboard. It's not as 
maneuverable as a stock, but it's a lot 
more fun. And if the wind suddenly 
does pick up, you don't necessarily 
have to scurry back to the van for an 
equipment change. The hull is cleverly 
designed with towing eyelets that can 
double as tie-downs for an anchor, so 
grab the cane pole and a cooler full of 
Old Mil. It just won’t get any better on a 
windless day. 

The XS is obviously not just some¬ 
thing to learn on and then discard for a 
longboard or shortboard. While it's the 
best learning aid I’ve ever come across 
(it’s more than stable enough to accom¬ 
modate both an instructor and a 
student at the same time), it's fun for 
anyone to sail. Wood summed it up 
best when discussing his motivation for 
building the XS: “I wanted a board that 
I could teach a beginner on and still 
enjoy myself." 

His board is at least that, and in my 
two days on it, I didn't get to explore all 
the XS has to offer. One thing I am sure 
about, though; it’s going to get a lot of 
people who previously viewed windsurf¬ 
ing as impossible off the beach and out 
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Featured Team Rider Mike Waitze in 
the patent pending No'Zj^Spr^g 












T he backwind tack is a new ma¬ 
neuver now being performed by 
many shortboard specialists. 
Although it may look very similar 
to a fast tack or a standard tack on a 
shortboard. it’s actually very different. 
The steps are basically the same, but 
the tack is initiated on a totally different 
angle of attack to the wind. The 
backwind tack also offers many 
possible combinations and variations 
from the backwind position (see photo 
4). 

Start by choosing a shortboard with 
good flotation or a slalom board, and 
use a full-battened sail that rotates 
easily. Ideally, this maneuver should be 
performed in winds of 15 to 25 knots 
and on flat water. 

Start on a full plane and sail on a 
beam reach. Take both feet out of the 
straps and look for water with smooth 
texture. Choppy water will throw you off 
balance when performing the first half 
of this maneuver. 

“Unweight" the sail by leaning for¬ 
ward and standing upright. Step 
forward, placing your front foot just 
ahead of the universal joint. Depower 
the sail by releasing your back hand, 
crossing it over your front hand, and' 
reaching for the boom’s front end-piece 
on the leeward side. It’s important to 
perform the steps shown in photos 2 
and 3 as quickly as possible to prevent 
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Initiate the maneuver on a full plane and 
sail on a beam reach. 



SHORTBOARD 

TRICKS 
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The 

Backwind 

Tack 


BY IAN BOYD 


your stalling as boat speed decreases. 

After placing your new front hand 
against the end-piece, shift your body 
weight forward over the middle section 
of the board and prepare to "hop 
around." Note that I establish a wide 
stance in order to keep the board well 
balanced 

Now, simultaneously throw the rig 
forward into the wind and dance your 
feet around the mast base. Be sure to 
keep your feet close to the mast base 
as you hop around to prevent the nose 
of the board from purling. This is the 
most crucial moment of the backwind 
tack. 

Run your feet down the board while 
pushing on the clew to prevent the sail 
from continuing to fall toward the water. 
Pushing the clew too hard will over¬ 
sheet the sail and pitch you back into 
the water. Tap the clew just enough to 
fill the sail with wind. In the backwind 



Step forward while crossing your 
back hand over your front hand, and 
reach for the boom on the leeward side, 



position, keep the sail raked back and 
close to your body. This will drive the 
board to windward Photos 4 through 6 
show the final steps, which are exactly 
the same as the final steps of a duck 
tack. As the clew passes through the 
eye of the wind, let the sail stand 
upright and sheet in 

This hot maneuver is not limited just 
to tacking. The backwind tack can be 
applied to a number of more advanced 
variations. For example, from the back- 
wind position, as shown in photo 4, you 
can push the clew through the wind, 
while shifting your weight back and 
pivoting around on the tail into a jibe. 

Or you can push the clew through the 
wind and release your back hand to 
perform a sail 360. 

Finally, if you are riding a wave or 
sailing in white water, you can angle 
frontside or backside in the backwind 
position. Remember, many of today’s 
new maneuvers were developed when 
sailors made errors while learning more 
conventional transitions! Use your 
imagination to expand your bag of 
tricks. That's how the innovators get 
started. ■ 


Ian Boyd is a regular contributor to 
WindRider who currently lives and 
trains on Maui . He is sponsored by 
North Sails Windsurfing, O'Neill 
Sportswear, and O'Neill Wetsuits. 



Throw the rig into the wind and dance your 
feet around the mast base. 



Sheet in on the new tack. 
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p in Haiku on Maui's north shore, 
'ancient winds rattle through tall 
'palms. Clouds hug close to the 
slopes ofHaleakala. There, in a small 
shaping room, Craig Maisonville has been 
carving his own special high-performance 
signature in foam for the past six years. 
Integrating natural curves and native 
rhythms with CAD technology and space 
age materials... shaping local customs 
for modem sailors. 

Maui Inspiration, 

Mainland Access 











Epic Power 

An Overpowering Solution: High-Wind Boards for Those 

Wild, Windy Sessions. 


BY TOM JAMES 



ontrary to popular belief, there is 
one thing worse than being 
underpowered—and that's to be 
way overpowered. You see, 

• when you're underpowered, the condi- 

• tions probably aren’t that great, and you 

• could live without sailing in them. How- 

• ever, if you're overpowered on an epic, 

• “You remember that one Monday” kind of 

• day, then you're just plain hating it. 

• Being overpowered doesn't refer just to 

• sail size, either. We’ve all been out on days 

• when we've just kept rigging down, and 

■ rigging down, and rigging down until we 

• were on our smallest sail—and we still got 

• bounced around on the water like a ping 

■ pong ball in a Lotto Jackpot game. When 
' that happens, then you know that it's time 

■ to get a smaller board. 

Sure, you may think it's unnecessary to 
1 have a board that you really need only 
about five times a year, but the few who 

have these secret weapons draw them out 
of their bags with the kind of confidence 
exuded by Rambo when pulling an explo¬ 
sive arrow out of his quiver. Then, to make 
things even worse, they give you one of 
those “Where's yours?’ looks. 

Superfluous equipment or not, the 
“haves" will be having the best session of 
the year, while the “have nots" are sitting on 
the beach talking about what a waste it is to 


people just understand the importance of 
being prepared. 

I remember the fall of 1983. Technical 
Editor Pat LeMehaute and I were sopho¬ 
mores at the University of Florida, spend¬ 
ing a lot more time talking about windsurf¬ 
ing than we actually spent doing it. I 
thought we were fairly well-equipped, 
though. Our sail quivers were respectable 
in that we each had two wave sails for our 
shortboards as well as our stock Windsur¬ 
fer sail, so we were covered on all but the 
most out-of-hand days. 

Then, taking me completely by sur¬ 
prise, the UPS man showed up at Pat’s 
house one day with a box from our sail- 
maker. but it looked much too short to 
contain a sail. As Pat was opening it, he 
gave me a “Where's yours?” look and 
rolled out a 35-square-foot sail. 

“Thirty-five!” I laughed. “What’sthatfor?” 

Pat, in his calm manner, just asked, 
“What if we get a good hurricane?” 

As it happened, we didn't get any good 
hurricanes that season, and I was feeling 
pretty good about my thrift. But around 
Christmas time, a cold front rolled through 
so brutal that it instantly turned most citrus 
farmers into lumber jacks, as they had to 
cut down their ruined frozen trees. At the 
beach, though, it was blowing an easy 35 
knots and we were ecstatic. Naturally, I 
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• 50, but Pat, on his “useless" 35 was han- 

• dling it, and having the best session of the 

• year. 

What all this has to do with high-wind 

• slalom boards is that many people look at 

• the smaller boards in the same light that I 

• viewed Pat’s 35. Sure, I thought, it would 

• be nice to have, but is it worth it? Well, the 
■ way I see it, after sailing on the new group 

• of high-wind boards available this year, 

• one clean jibe at 30 mph on one of these is 

• worth 10 at 20 mph on your typical slalom 

• board. This is due to yet another universal 

• formula in windsurfing that has proven 

• itself to be true time and time again: more 

• speed = more fun. 

The term “high-wind slalom board" is 

• almost a joke among competitors. Most 

• slalom races are run in under 20 knots, and 

• even in winds higher than that, if there are 

• any holes at all on the course, you need a 

• normal-sized slalom board. Butanycom- 

• petitor worth his footstrap Velcro carries a 

• high-wind slalom board to even the most 
’ notoriously light-air spot. After all, it could 

• be the best day ever, and no one wants to 

• go unprepared. 

Of the boards we tested this year, five of 

• them are probably big enough to be con- 

• sidered "raceable,” these being the Hi- 

• Tech 90, the O’Brien Epoxy Lite 8.8, the 

• Sailboards Maui 9.0, and Seatrend's 810 

• and 9? models. Three nftheothorc tocfaH 






















* the Fanatic Ultra Mamba, the Velocity 85, 

* and the West Winds 2 6, are all too small to 
’ actually be used in a slalom race They 
’ seem to be meant more as good high-wind 
' speedsters or Gorge boards. But there is 
’ no denying that these smaller boards all 
' have a greater potential for speed than the 

* average slalom board has 

To test these boards, our team required 

* at least 18 knots, and Aruba was just the 
place to find it. In our two weeks, we 
enjoyed 13 sailable days, with plenty of 5 0 

* days for these smaller boards We con- 

* centrated primarily on speed, jibing, ac- 

* celeration, and the "fun factor,” but we 

* didn’t rule out the importance of stability 

* and the board’s quickness to plane And 

* we realize that 5.0 days are rare in the 
Continental US. We recommend, how- 

* ever, that you try a few of these out any- 

* how—just in case 


TOUGH TEAM 


Once again, we assembled a top-notch, 

• high-performance team to run these boards 

• over the beautiful Aruban waters. With six 
' testers, including two women, their opin- 

• ions should give a subjective, but accurate 

• account of the sailing characteristics of 

• each particular board. Each tester sailed 

• every board for at least an hour in the 
' conditions for which it was built, then got 

• back out on it in some extreme and less- 
' than-oplimal conditions to see how the 

board performed over a wide wind range. 

• Naturally, it was grueling doing all this 
' sailing, but somehow, the team managed 

• to make the sacrifice. 

Our lightweight sailors come from op- •' 
' posite ends of the country, but both are ' 
' top-notch sailors. At 105 pounds is Tama ' 
’ Hendrick, who lives in South Florida and is ' 

• one of the top amateurs on the East Coast. ' 

• Tania is the laminator and sander at Berky • 
' Composite Sailboards, so she knows what ' 
' she’s talking about when it comes to per- ' 

• formance shortboards. 

Just heavier than Tania is Tina Baylis of ' 

• Santa Cruz, California. Tina is co-owner of 

• Waddell sails, and races sporadically on ■ 

• the pro circuit around the hemisphere. As 

• anamateur.TinawontheprestigiousGorge 

• Pro-Am in '86 and has numerous other 

• titles to her name. Tina sails hard and ' 

• aggressively, so her comments are cer- 

• tainly applicable for lightweight men as 

• well as women. 

For middle-weights, in the 160-to 170- 

• pound range, we have a couple of ho 
i mitnrr mhn also shanfi boards. Jerry Per- 



FANATIC UL 


Length: 86.5" 
Width: 23- 
Volume: 84.74 
liters 

Weight: 17.15 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 169 30 
pounds Saif 
174.38 pounds 
Stiffness: 80.84 
pounds for 3/8" 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

5,243.92 psi. 
Displacement: 1 0" 
Construction: EPS 
foam core, 
composite 
laminated hard 
foam stringers/ 
unidirectional 
glassfiber cloth, 
multiaxial glass fiber 
material with carbon 
reinforcement, 
Fanatic compound 
resin, polycarbonate 
outer skin 
Bottom Shape: 
Variable double¬ 
concave 
Warranty: One 
year limited 
Price: $1,255 



HI-FLY EXTR 


Length: 90 
Width: 22 5" 
Volume: 97.87 
liters 

Weight: 21 44 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh • 194.35 
pounds Salt. 

200.14 pounds 
Stiffness: 34 79 
pounds for 3/8" 
deflection 

Impact resistance: 
5.243.92 psi. 
Displacement: 9" 
Construction: HTS 
polypropylene 
Bottom Shape: Tri¬ 
concave 

Warranty: Oneyeai 
Price: $595 


nouncer at numerous events around the 
Gorge and on Maui. As a long-time Gorge 
sailor, Jerry is used to high-wind sailing, 
but his vast experience makes his com- 

* ments applicable for all potential board 

* buyers. 

Our other middle-weight, Tern Berk- 
stresser, is also a board shaper, but his 
‘ designs are meant for the light to moderate 
‘ conditions of Southern Florida, which is 
' where is experience lies. His Berky com¬ 
posite boards are known around the circuit 
as just as competitive as their shaper 
himself. 

Finally, for our heavyweights, we have 
two of the top racers in the country. Trevor 
Baylis, co-owner and designer of Waddell 
Sails in Santa Cruz, has been burning up 
race courses across the country for a few 
years. His results list is too lengthy to 
mention, but some of his top finishes in¬ 
clude an eighth in the San Fran World Cup 
as a pro, and a first in the Gorge Pro-Am in 


iherty, from the Gorge, is also 
inner from 1988. He is re- 
ughout the nation for his mast- 
ions. His company, Gorge 
produces both his quick re- 
id speed inducer, but Pans 
for his blazing speed and 
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SEATREND 92 


Length: 92" 

Width: 21.5' 
Volume: 102.3 
liters 

Weight: 18.47 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 203.50 
pounds Salt: 209.6 
pounds 

Stiffness: 87.13 
pounds for 3/8" 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 
3,793.84 psi. 
Displacement: .71" 
Construction: PVC 
sheet foam/epoxy 
glass sandwich skin; 
100% virgin bead 
styrene core 
Bottom Shape: 
Quad-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: Sl.l 15 









































VELOCITY 85 


Length: 85' 

Width: 21" 

Volume: 109.21 
liters 

Weight: 14.72 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 226.09 
pounds Salt: 

232.87 pounds 

Stiffness: 87.46 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: | 
2,869.73 psi. 
Displacement: .69 
Construction: EPS 
core with high- 
density sandwich 
construction 
Bottom Shape: 
Double-concave 
with modified single-1 
concave bow 
Warranty: One 
year 

Price: $800 




HI-TECH 90 

Length: 8115" 
Width: 22- 
Volume: 103.20 
liters 

Weight: 16.93 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh. 210 63 
pounds Salt. 

216.95 pounds 
Stiffness: 92.43 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

3,685 28 psi 
Displacement: 74" 
Construction: 
Multi-density foam 
core w/outer layer of 
high-density PVC 
foam; S2 laminate 
vacuum-bagged 
epoxy 

Bottom Shape: 

Quad-concave 

Warranty: One 

season 
Price: $895 


O’BRIEN EPOXY LITE 8.8 


Length 8'9' 

Width: 22- 
Volume: 92 03 
liters 

Weight: 20.03 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh • 182.90 
pounds Salt: 

188.39 pounds 
Stiffness: 172 33 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

4,572 78 psi. 
Displacement: 98- 
Construction: 
Epoxy resin 
impregnated 
unidirectional 
carbon fiber/s- 
glass, biaxially 
sandwiched over 
polyfelt, and a dual- 
chambered EPS 
core 

Bottom Shape: 

Single-to-double 
concave 
Warranty: One 
year limited 
Price: $999 


WEST WIND CX 2.6 


Length: 87- 
Width: 20.25' 
Volume: 72.41 
liters 

Weight: 16.93 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 142.28 
pounds Salt: 

146.55 pounds 

Stiffness: 93.78 
pounds for 3/8“ 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: I 
4,788.83 psi. 
Displacement: .83' 
Construction: 
Honeycomb and 
fiberglass sandwich I 
core molded in one-1 
step process, 
encased with 
integrated compos¬ 
ite skin 

Bottom Shape: 

Double-concave 

Warranty: One 

year 

Price: $995 


SEATREND 810 


Length: 8'10" 
Width: 20.75' 
Volume: 84 33 

liters 

Weight: 16.65 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 169.30 
pounds Salt: 

174.38 

Stiffness: 56.95 
pounds for 3/8“ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 
2244.82 psi. 
Displacement: .81' 
Construction: PVC 
sheet foam/epoxy 
glass sandwich 
skin, styrene and 
urethane core 
Bottom Shape: 
Quad-concave 
Warranty: One 
year 

Price: $895 


SAILBOARDS MAUI 9.0 


Length: 90- 
Width: 22.5- 
Volume: 99.56 
liters 

Weight: 20.22 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 199.34 
pounds Salt: 

205.32 

Stiffness: 90.34 
pounds for 3/8“ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

3,539.28 psi. 
Displacement: .74- 
Construction: 
Molded closed-cell 
PU foam core; 
Divinycell composite 
with Kevlar/carbon 
fiber, s-glass 
sandwich wrap, and 
Iso poly resin 
Bottom Shape: 
Quad-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $978 










































1989 


FANATIC 
ULTRA MAMBA 


IT 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

he Ultra Mamba, Fanatic’s secret 
weapon, is brand-new for 1989 
and attacking the shortboard mar¬ 
ket. This board is capable of “blis¬ 
tering” speed and gives the rider precise 
control. The Ultra Mamba will be the 
board to beat in 1989. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.0 to 5.3. 
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Tania Hendrick: I love it! I’d race it 
without a doubt. The Mamba is a blast for 
everything from jumps to wimp jibes. It is 
pretty sinky for me. so sailing the board in 
high winds is easy. Everything about it is 
very forgiving. I think it is a great board for 
someone my size to enter into the realm of 
sinker sailing. You can lay it down on its 
rail and the board instantly comes 
around. The Mamba is easy to tack 
because the deck is nice and flat up front. 
This is an ultra-responsive board that 
does everything nearly perfectly. 
TinaBaylis: I like this board. It planes up 
easily and feels small, light, and lively. At 
moderate speeds, it just taps the water, 
but at high speeds, it tends to rail up out 
of control. It is easy to plane out of jibes, 
and the board in general turns very well, 
but it doesn’t go upwind well. If the 
footstraps were in a better position, this 
board would be even more enjoyable. 
Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.0 to 5.0. 

Jerry Percival: This board is really fun. It 
has a snappy feel and is really quick. You 
can chop hop without any problem be¬ 
cause this board is wide and light. The 
mast track is set very far back, which is 
good when powered, but not in light air. It 
stalls through lulls, but in a steady, windy 
spot like the Gorge, this board would be 
a blast. Jibes are quick, really snappy, 
and this board has excellent maneuvera¬ 
bility. It is light, lively, very fast, and goes 
well in chop. This is a great performance 


funboard. 

Tem Berkstresser: 

The Fanatic Ultra 

FANATIC ULTRA MAMBA 

Best Features: 

Jibing 

Worst Features: 

None 


DARRELL JONES 


Mamba takes a lot of wind to go really fast 
since it is small, but I think if the straps 
were set farther back, it would go much 
faster. It jibes like a water ski, though. It 
was fun to see how many Gs I could pull 
on the board. The Mamba jumps really 
well, too. It has a crisp feel through the 
chop, and goes rail to rail super easy. 
This is just a great board to go out and 
have a blast on.. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.0 to 5.0. 

Trevor Baylis: This is a jibing machine. 

I found myself looking for a gust so I could 
sheet in and send it spinning. It is incredi¬ 
bly fast in short-radius jibes. This is what 
we call a bump-and-jump board in the 
Bay area. It’s fast, turns well, and jumps 
great. It seems to be designed for a 
slalom sail, not a race sail, because the 
track is far back. But if the conditions 
were really nasty, it would be raceable. 
This is a great high-performance recrea¬ 
tional board. 

Pat Dougherty: The Mamba is surpris¬ 
ingly fast when powered up and it is an 
unbelievable jiber. It’s good upwind and ‘ 
in chop it is fun, fun, fun. Jibes were 
unbelievable. This board makes you feel 
like a stud on the turns. Whether you do ' 
slalom or step jibes, it doesn't matter, the ' 
Mamba just smokes. This is an extremely ' 
good high-wind board and an incredible ‘ 
jiber. 

SUMMARY: 

If you're looking for jibing ability, and if 
you live where it’s windy, then the Mamba ' 
is the board for you. All the testers ' 
thought it was exceptionally fun in the 
turns Of course, the straps were set 
forward, which helps, but it doesn't seem 
as though anything could stop this board 


The Mamba is very thin, with only 84 
liters of volume packed into its short 8’6* 
length, so it isn’t a board for light air, and 
the track is set quite far back, which 
makes big sails feel awkward on the 
Mamba. However, in 18 knots and 
above, we feel the Mamba is one of the 
most fun boards on the market. 

It doesn't really feel raceable, due to 
its small size, but in survival conditions, 
the rails dig in and hold on the turns For 
Gorge sailing, this board seems ideal. 
But the Mamba is also light and stiff, 
making it an excellent jumper even in the 
surf. The Mamba's construction seems 
excellent. It has the highest impact resis¬ 
tance and skin elasticity in the test. It is 
not one of the stiffest boards, more be¬ 
cause it is thin than because of its con¬ 
struction method. 

We wholeheartedly recommend this 
board for sailors who get a lot of 5.0 and 
under days. Fanatic has a hot one here. 
Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8'6.5" 

Width: 23- 

Volume: 84.74 liters 

Weight: 17.15 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 169.30 pounds 

Salt: 174.38 pounds 

Stiffness: 80.84 pounds for 3/8"deflection 
Impact Resistance: 5,243.92 psi. 
Displacement: 1.0" 

Construction: EPS foam core, composite 
laminated hard foam stringers/unidirec¬ 
tional glassfiber cloth, multiaxial glass 
fiber material with carbon reinforcement, 
Fanatic compound resin, polycarbonate 
outer skin 

Bottom Shape: Variable double-concave 
Warranty: One year limited 

Drir«n* 





























-FLY 
EXTREME 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

he Hi-Fly Extreme provides maxi¬ 
mum fun in moderate waves and 
flat water as well as in medium and 
-J strong winds Its HTS polypro¬ 
pylene construction enables it to with¬ 
stand rough-and-tumble conditions with¬ 
out affecting performance. At only 21 
pounds, the Extreme is more than a 
match for most custom boards, at a frac¬ 
tion of the cost. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 



DARHEU. JONES 


Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 6 0. 

Tania Hendrick: This is a quick little 
board. The deck shape, with its con¬ 
toured heel dents, makes it get upwind 
well and also makes it comfortable to sail. 
It doesn’t pop right up on a plane, but it 
chugs around pretty well. It jibes well, 
and its long drawn-out jibes are better 
than its tight ones. This board doesn't 
perform as well in chop, but I think it would 
be fine for an intermediate. It does its job 
well. 

Tina Baylis: The Extreme would be a 
really good recreational board for a light¬ 
weight. It jibes well, is fast and respon¬ 
sive, and because it is somewhat small 
and thin, it's controllable. It has hard rails, 
which get it upwind well, but it would 
perform better with something other than 
the molded plastic fin we tested it with. 
This board is pretty stable, nice, and 
balanced, and best of all, it's small 
enough for someone my size to have fun 
on. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.7 to 4.5. 

Jerry Percival: This is a performance 
recreational board. It’s the kind of board 
you can have a lot of fun on. The slippery 
deck and ridge gave me some footing 
problems, though, and the extra back 
footstrap can be eliminated. This board 
has an extremely hard rail, which I think 
helps it cruise through chop. It doesn't 
pound, it’s a smooth jiber, and it has a 
good top-end. It sails like a bigger, more 


HI-FLY E 

XTREME 

Best Features: 

Responsiveness 
Jibing ability 

Worst Features: 

Fin 

Slippery deck 


stable board. It planes like a flat-bot¬ 
tomed board and turns like a vee-bottom, 
which is pretty cool. Change the deck 
texture, and it would be a lot of fun. 

Tem Berkstresser: When I first hopped 
on this board, I was instantly surprised at 
how fun it is. I had a blast. It gets up on 
a plane great and has an impressive top- 
end speed. Jibes were great, too. You 
can just lock in and cruise in a smooth, 
predictable way. It’s good upwind, but 
there is a weird deck dome in the tail, and 
the board is almost too flat. Its flexibility 
isn’t too noticeable and it doesn’t feel at 
all sluggish. This is one of my favorite 
boards. It has a super high fun factor. 
Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.0. 

Trevor Baylis: This good recreational 
board is comfortable in a straight line, if 
powered, and planes really quickly. This 
board rips jibes, and if you punch it, it 
comes out pretty fast. The straps are set 
too far forward for racing, but it just glides 
through the lulls. It stays on the water in 
most conditions without any funky tail¬ 
walking, and with a real fin, it would be 
even better. I had fun on this board. 


Pat Dougherty: The Extreme rips jibes in 
flat water. You can jam a tight turn and 
come out with reasonable speed. I 
wouldn’t say it is especially fast, but you 
can get moving well enough to make jibes 
exciting. Its upwind ability is good, and 
tacking and uphauling are fairly easy for 
such a little board. I don’t like the flat 
deck, and the straps are too far forward to 
get the waterline back, but for intermedi- 

onM.»i fun and editing to turn. 

oUMMARY: 


Who would expect that this small, 

hootm U__1 ... 


here. The design of the Extreme is un¬ 
usual The deck is flat, but has a heel 
indentation that the smaller testers liked, 
but the bigger guys didn't. It’s rather thin, 
but the rails are as thick as the body of the 
board, and have extremely hard, boxy 
edges. This gives the board a clean 
water release for speed, and a good bite 
with edge control on the jibes. 

The Extreme's lack of stiffness didn’t 
seem to bother any of the testers, but the 
deck texture was questionably thin in 
some places, and it was slippery on the 
nose decal. The board shudders some¬ 
what in large chop, but its uniform thick¬ 
ness helps stiffen up the ride. It’s an 
excellent recreational board. 

We recommend the Extreme with no 
reservations as a high-wind recreational 
board, or for the performance sailor who 
rarely gets high enough winds to warrant 
spending twice the money the Extreme 
goes for. Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 90' 

Width: 22.5- 

Volume: 97.87 liters 

Weight: 21.44 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 194.35 pounds 

Salt: 200.14 pounds 

Stiffness: 34.79 pounds for 3/8’ 

deflection 

Impact resistance: 5,243.92 psi. 
Displacement: .9’ 

Construction: HTS polypropylene 
Bottom Shape: Tri-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $595 
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HI-TECH 90 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

¥ he Hi-Tech 90's quad-concave 
bottom shape gives it exceptional 
responsiveness and provides ex¬ 
tremely quick acceleration and 
predictable jibing at all speeds. The 90's 
rocker line has been tested in a wide 
variety of conditions and offers unlimited 
top speed. It’s one of the best values on 
today's market 
TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 


Weight: 105 to 125 pounds. Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.0. 

Tania Hendrick: This board must be 
powered to perform, but when it is, it is 
super fast. It gets on a plane quickly, is 
very sensitive to body movements, has 
nice lines, and is a good-looking board I 
thought it was nice through chop on a 
straight line, but turns in chop were 
catchy. It’s a fun board to grow into, but 
it’s not too good for beginners because it 
is so sensitive The strap placement is 
good and it would be a great board for a 
downwind slalom race. It's lots of fun. 
Tina Baylis: This is a good high-perform¬ 
ance board that accelerates well. It 
seems a little big for me and feels stiff on 
tight jibes Other than that, it's predict¬ 
able, it’s pretty good on drawn-out turns, 
and feels smooth when turning and ac¬ 
celerating. I think the 90 is raceable, but 
I wouldn’t want to race it with anything 
smaller than a 5.3. 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 5.7. 

Jerry Percival: This board is really lively. 
I liked both long and short jibes and I think 
it's a really good board all around. It 
seems a bit narrow for a nine-footer, but 
it’s super comfortable to sail, so it should 
accommodate everyone, from racers 
down to intermediates or even beginners. 
The footstraps are placed well for going 
fast, and the 90 planes easily. It's super 
easy to jibe in flat water and has very 
good racing potential. Acceleration is 
very good, due to its subtle, continuous 
rocker, and its traction is perfect. This is 
a really good board. 

Tern Berkstresser: This super-stable 
board is ultra-predictable. It's very fast 


HI-TECH 90 


Best Features: 

All-around sailability 
Top-end speed 


Worst Features: 

None 



DARPEll JONES 


and never seems to stop accelerating. I 
could come out of jibes with tons of 
speed, and didn’t really have to pump to 
get back onto a plane. The deck and 
straps are great, but I’d like the mast track 
moved farther back for smaller sails The 
90 has a nice pull in the rail and allows you 
to lock into a jibe and hold it through the 
turn It isn’t the hottest board upwind with 
the raked back fin we used, but stability, 
control, and jibing are all great. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.0. 

Trevor Baylis: This is a great high-wind 
slalom board You have to pay attention 
once you get going on most boards, but 
the Hi-Tech 90 is super-easy to sail fully 
wound It glides through lulls, flies 
through puffs, and has a good top-end. 
When it’s windy or when sailing on flat 
water, this board is forgiving, but at low 
speeds, or at high speeds in a lot of chop, 
the 90 gets a little sticky. It’s a high- 
performance, race-bred board. 

Pat Dougherty: This board is fun. Its 
speed is very good and it’s a high-per¬ 
formance racing machine. It does every¬ 
thing well You can push it hard with your 
eyes closed and still grin from ear to ear. 
It’s a monkey jibing monster. I'd use the 
90 in a high-wind slalom race anywhere. 
For a nine-footer, it is good getting up on 
a plane. In 5.7 weather it is wonderful, 
and in 5.0 weather, the ride is killer- 
outstanding. "High-performance racea- 
bility" best describes this board. 
SUMMARY: 

Most boards sacrifice in one area to 
gain in another, but not the Hi-Tech 90. Its 
speed is nothing short of all-out raceable, 
it does high-performance turns, and the 
board is even quick to plane. It is an all¬ 


full rails, and we all had a lot of fun on it 

The general feel of this board is excel¬ 
lent. The deck is nicely domed and very 
comfortable, providing sure footing, and 
the strap placement is good The rocker 
design is such that the 90 has smooth and 
even acceleration in any winds above 15 
knots. 

While the 90 can be sailed in a wide 
range of conditions, it doesn’t belong in 
super-light or super-heavy winds. In 
most planing conditions, however, the 90 
is great—especially on a windy race 
course. In big chop, the thick rails be¬ 
come something of a detriment, as the 
board is not what we would consider 
"surfy." 

This board’s light weight is extremely 
impressive. At under 17 pounds, it still 
has adequate impact resistance and stiff¬ 
ness After a couple of weeks of sailing, 
the board had some heel dents under the 
straps, but we put a lot of hours on the 
board in that time. Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8*11.5* 

Width: 22- 

Volume: 103.20 liters 

Weight: 16.93 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 210.63 pounds 

Salt: 216.95 pounds 

Stiffness: 92.43 pounds for 3/8" 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 3,685.28 psi. 
Displacement: .74- 

Construction: Multi-density foam core 
w/outer layer of high-density PVC foam; 
S2 laminate vacuum-bagged epoxy 
Bottom Shape: Quad-concave 
Warranty: One season 
Price: $895 
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QUALITY, DURABILITY AND SPEED 
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD. 
Windwing Designs™—the 
performance sail made in the 
U.S.A. Fun Convertibles and 
unbeatable Race sails from 
2.5 to 9.4 square meters. 

We set the standards. 

1803 EASTSHORE HIGHWAY, BERKELEY, CA 94710 
415-849-4889 


























OARREa JONES 

SUMMARY: 

This may be the nicest of the new 
O'Brien Epoxy Lite line. It's a good high- 
wind performer and is one of the easiest 
high-wind boards to sail we’ve ever come 
across. Nothing seems too special about 
this board in lighter winds, but it's one of 
the easiest boards to control when condi¬ 
tions get critical. The rails are nicely 
tucked and smoothly finished, and the 
bottom shape is very subtle. 

O’Brien boards look stunning. The 
colors are vibrant, and the graphics are 
as interesting as those of any custom 
board, but that's not its most impressive 
aspect. It’s one of the toughest boards in 
the tests, with good impact resistance. 

This is not the board for sailors who 
want something loose and snappy; it’s for 
those who want the maneuverability of a 
shortboard with a bit more stability. It's as 
easy to sail as most boards a few inches 
longer, so don’t be scared off by its short 
length. Five thumbs up, one neutral. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8’9‘ 

Width: 22’ 

Volume: 92.03 liters 

Weight: 20.03 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 182.90 pounds 

Salt: 188.39 pounds 

Stiffness: 172.33 pounds for 3/8’ 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 4,572.78 psi. 
Displacement:. .98" 

Construction: Epoxy resin impregnated 
unidirectional carbon fiber/s-glass, biaxi- 
ally sandwiched over polyfelt, and a dual- 
chambered EPS core 
Bottom shape: Single to double 
concave 

Warranty; One year limited 

Pric* 5999 


O’BRIEN 
ELS 8.8 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

’Brien’s Epoxy Lite 8 8 is one of a 

new generation of high-wind sla- 
y I lorn boards—effortless, predict- 

V _ J able, and extremely tough. It has 

such “bomb-proofing" construction fea¬ 
tures as unidirectional carbon fiber and a 
one-piece finbox. Sailors who want easy 
handling in the most rugged conditions 
will excel on the Epoxy Lite 8.8. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.0. 

Tania Hendrick: The Epoxy Lite is sort of 
big and it’s easy to uphaul. I found it 
pretty quick upwind and it’s a smooth and 
easy jiber. It’s not too tricky to sail and has 
a high volume for its short length. I love 
the O'Brien components. The footstraps 
and deck pads are great and the place¬ 
ment is good for me. This board goes 
through chop pretty well, but it's just a bit 
too heavy to be exceptional in any area. I 
never felt out of control on it, since it's big 
enough to stomp all over the deck, but 
short enough to maneuver. It would make 
a good first small shortboard. 

Tina Baylis: This heavy, solid-feeling 
board tracks like a truck, but doesn’t feel 
too responsive. It’s not very lively, but it’s 
a lot of fun when it’s windy, and its design 
and weight make it feel solid—it’s a good 
platform for learning on. It sticks to the 
water, so it offers good control. It would 
be a good first-time slalom board for 
someone my size who lives in a fairly 
windy area. 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.0 to 5.7. 

Jerry Percival: I like this board. It’s a fun 
smaller board, suitable for the Gorge. It’s 
stable, not squirrely, and it's fairly maneu- ■ 
verable, yet still predictable. It's a good ■ 
jibing board—turns are smooth, but ■ 
there’s not much acceleration coming out ■ 
turns. Its top-end speed is comfort- • 
able, but not super-fast. After you sail it • 
for a while, you can really dial into it. It is • 
a solid-feeling, competent board. 


O’BRIEN EP 

)XY LITE 8.8 

Best Features: 

Predictability 

rnntrnl whpn now- 

Worst Feature: 

Lack of zing 


. Tem Berkstresser: This board is rather 
. predictable. Its speed is okay, but it 
] doesn’t coast through lulls very well In 
flat water, I could get it going fairly fast 
’ and do a smooth, predictable jibe. The 
’ best thing about this board is its stability. 
. For an 8'9\ it's easy to tack and uphaul 
_ and it's comfortable at low speeds. The 
’ straps are super-comfortable, but are 
_ placed a little too close together for me. 

The 8.8 is not good upwind and it has a 
" very heavy feeling through chop, but it 
has good manners and it's a good recrea- 
' tional board. 

. Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom- 
< mended sail range: 4.0 to 6.0. 

Trevor Baylis: In a straight line, this 
board feels pretty good and pretty fast, 

’ but it's not forgiving in turns. It didn’t 
* seem too good in choppy-water turns, but 
' in flat water, it makes good short-radius 
' turns and accelerates well. On a straight 
' line, it had a nice motion through the 
' chop; it's gentle and there's not much 
' pounding. For me, it's pretty small to be 
’ tacking and uphauling, but it's possible. 

' It is good upwind, but off the wind it’s not 
’ especially loose. It is a little sketchy when 
you’re really wound going into a turn, but 
it's a good, predictable board. 

Pat Dougherty: The Epoxy Lite’s speed 
and jibes are okay, but its high-wind 
performance is great. It's hard to find fault 
with this board. It doesn't really surprise 
you on the turns and you can come out 
planing. Whoever designed it has obvi¬ 
ously been doing a lot of bump-and- 
jumps in the Gorge. It's a little heavy, bu 
fun. You could do anything you want to on 
this board except race. Turns are ire¬ 
warding, but you have to work at them, 
jc a oood all-around performer. 




























SAILBOARDS 
MAUI 9.0 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

I J3 he 9.0 Quad is an all-out perform¬ 
ance board designed for the ad¬ 
vancing sailor or slalom specialist. 

_J Its quad-concave bottom design, 
combined with its unique refined rocker 
line, provides the lift for acceleration and 
the drive required for tight jibes. The 
Quad is a high-performance slalom 
board that's ultralight, fast, and jibes on a 
dime. 

TESTERS' COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 6.0. 

Tania Hendrick: For a high-wind slalom 
board, the 9.0 feels big in the winds it's 
designed for. but it also feels fast when 
planing and is great to jibe. Generally, 
this board behaves well, but it falls off a 
plane easily and seems to get caught up 
in wakes. Even with these problems, it’s 
a fun board to play or race on. It feels 
pretty light, so it is good for chop hopping 
and messing around. It's good for any¬ 
one from an athletic intermediate on up. 
Tina Baylis: I think this board jibes fairly 
well. It is stable in a straight line, but gets 
stuck in chop. It is, however, a fast, high- 
performance board that is definitely in a 
performance class. The straps are set too 
far apart and too far forward for me. I 
really had to keep my weight back to 
make this board work right. It really feels 
big, and I wouldn’t use anything smaller 
than a 5.3 if I were racing it. Also, the 
board's rough deck could use some 
sanding. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 5.7. 

Jerry Percival: This is a good transition 
board for the sailor looking to make the 
move from big slalom boards to smaller 
ones. It is good and floaty, yet maintains 
the maneuverability of smaller boards. It 
feels pretty fast when you're powered up, 
and it has a definite high performance 
feel, but the straps are too far apart for my 
stance. In moderate conditions, it didn’t 
feel as good as it does in high winds, but 


SAILBOARDS N 

AUI 9.0 QUAD 

Best Features: 

Jibing 

Control in high 

Worst Features: 

None 


I like this board a lot. It jibes well and is 
easy to plane out of turns. 

Tem Berkstresser: When this board is 
really powered, you can lock in and make 
it go really fast. I could snap it into a jibe 
and just cruise out of it, although it didn't 
really get going fast in moderate winds. It 
has a lot of kick in the tail, is pretty loose 
when you're going fast, goes upwind well 
when powered, and is really good in 
swells. It has a good, snappy feeling to it, 
and it’s super fun to jibe and blast around 
on when it's windy. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 5.7. 

Trevor Baylis: This thing rips. It feels a 
little slow at the top end, but it is definitely 
raceable. This board is a blast to sail. Its 
strap placement is excellent and it feels 
very stable for a high-wind slalom board. 
In light and moderate winds, it doesn’t 
zing up to full speed. Its rocker line 
seems set up for windy conditions and it 
could easily handle a 4.5. The bottom is 
very well defined, which helps it get 
upwind, even with the swept-back fin we 
used. I like this board a lot. 

Pat Dougherty: Speed is excellent, jibes 
are excellent, stability and tacking are 
good, the straps are great, it goes upwind 
well, and it is great through the chop. This 
is a great board, it's extremely raceable, 
it has great high-speed control, and it is 
truly confidence-inspiring—total hero- 
jibe material here. It is loose and forgiving 
for pulling off sweet jibes and it's very 
9°°d jn chop. I’m really happy with it. 

This is Sailboards Maui's second year 
creating production boards and the 
, company has completely revamped its 

COnStrUCtiOn mPthnHo anrt nn^ 


an interesting high-wind slalom board. 
We all loved it. but it was definitely more ' 
appreciated by the heavyweights. The 
size of this board is geared more toward ’ 
moderate winds, so it carries a fairly big 
sail easily. 

When it enters the wind range it excels 
in, it becomes too big for the lightweights, 
but comes into its own for the heavy¬ 
weights. All the testers could get great 
jibes out of it, but the heavier sailors could 
really lean onto the somewhat thick rails 
and still maintain control. 

Its ding resistance is only average, its 
weight isn’t great for its volume, its stiff¬ 
ness is adequate, but the finishing is 
excellent and the straps and deck are 
high quality. 

The Quad is one of the best racers in 
the high-wind category. It’s .not the ulti¬ 
mate board for lightweights, but it's great 
for heavyweights looking for speed, jib¬ 
ing ability, and stability in high winds. Six ' 
thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 90" 

Width: 22.5' 

Volume: 99.56 liters 

Weight: 20.22 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 199.34 pounds 

Salt: 205.32 pounds 

Stiffness: 90.34 pounds for 3/8’ 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 3,539.28 psi. 
Displacement: .74’ 

Construction: Molded closed-cell PU 
foam core; Divinycell composite with 
Kevlar/carbon fiber, s-glass sandwich 
wrap, and Iso poly resin 
Bottom Shape: Quad-concave 
Warranty: One year 







































SEATREND 

810 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

L _) his board is designed for a variety 
•| of conditions from flat water to 
chop to waves. For men, this 
U board will perform best in 18 to 30 
knots; for women, it's a perfect medium- 
to high-wind shape. This design has 
proven itself to be comfortable, smooth¬ 
riding, responsive, and fast. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range 4 5 to 5 5. 

Tania Hendrick: I think the 810 would 
make a great first shortboard for any¬ 
body. You can barely miss a jibe on it. It 
feels solid, but not heavy, and someone 
my size can tack and uphaul it with no 
problem. The straps are perfect and the 
board cranks upwind. It is really fun and 
feels small enough for me, which is rare 
for production boards. It’s really forgiving 
and fun. 

Tina Baylis: This is one of the best small 
slalom boards It rides smoothly, tracks 
well, and jibes predictably In high winds, 
it is small enough to keep in the water. I 
think it's a good board for a smaller per¬ 
son learning to carve jibes. You can really 
do any kind of jibe and still come out of it 
with speed. The 810 is a nice, big little 
board that offers a smooth ride for some¬ 
one my size. 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 3.5 to 5.0. 

Jerry Percival: This is a really fast board 
when powered, but it's "sinky" and I can't 
use anything bigger than a 5.0 on it. It is 
light and lively, though, and turns feel 
really sharp. It's smooth through chop, 
but tends to slow down quite a bit in the 
lulls. The straps are too narrow for my 
feet, and the placement is too narrow, but 
the adjustable inserts are great. This 
board is not very stable, but I like the way 
it rides. It would be good in the Gorge in 
chop and high winds, and it would be a 
really good board for someone making 
the transition from a slalom board to a 
semi-sinker. 


SEATRENU 811) 

Best Features: 

Worst Features: 

Speed 

None 

Rpsimnsiveness 



Tem Berkstresser: This board carves a 
great, tight turn. I thought it had a bit of a 
problem maintaining speed at the end of 
the turn, however. The straps and domed 
deck are good, and I like the adjustable 
strap settings, but the front straps are too 
narrow for wide feet. This board is super 
responsive. It rolls a little when you get in 
someone's wake, but it is raceable in 5 0 
weather. It's a great jumper and I think it 
is a good, fast, fun board 
Weight: 185 to 200 pounds, Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4 0 to 5.3. 

Trevor Baylis: This is a speed machine 
It's not especially smooth in jibes, but it 
jibes well. The 810 is fully wound on a 
broad reach and feels as though it’s 
going a million miles an hour. This is the 
good stuff. It accelerates well for its size, 
but feels somewhat hesitant when you 
pull into a powered jibe. This is a great 
board for a place like Coyote Point on a 
4.7 day. 

Pat Dougherty: This board’s speed is 
great and it's fast on big, wide jibes. I 
could enter with speed, cram it over on a 
rail, and exit with just as much speed. The 
810 isn't too stable and its inserts are too 
narrow for my size 12 feet, but I like it in the 
bumps. This board reminds me of a 
Gorge board. It is an exciting, high-strung 
board. I could use it in a very high-wind 
race, but I think this board would be best 
high winds and open water. It goes 
really fast on flat water, but it is most fun 
the chop. I felt right at home on this 
board. It’s great for cruising in high 
winds. 

SUMMARY: 

The 810 was a hot board last year but 
this year's model sizzles and smokes by 
comparison. It’s really hot. Seatrend 


DARRELL JONES 

pounds off this board with their new sand- 
wich/vacuum-bagging construction, and 
what has resulted is a very fast and lively 
high-wind machine. 

Our lightweights especially liked this 
board because it is quite thin, and there¬ 
fore easy for them to handle in high winds, 
but everyone had a great time on the 810. 
It turned like a much smaller board—it is 
almost quirky in the corners due to its 
responsiveness. High-performance sail¬ 
ors will love this snappy feeling. 

This board has only a few minor faults. 
It doesn't handle lulls too well and has to 
be powered. It really doesn't handle a 
wide range of sails, either, since it’s too 
long for really small sails and too thin for 
sails bigger that 5.3, but in its range, it 
excels. 

Overall, though, we are stoked with 
this board in high winds. It offers great 
control for smaller sailors as well as excel¬ 
lent manueverability and speed for larger 
people. Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8'10‘ 

Width: 20.75" 

Volume: 84.33 liters 
Weight: 16.65 pounds 
Buoyant Force: Fresh: 169.30 pounds 
Salt: 174.38 

Stiffness: 56.95 pounds for 3/8- 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 2,244.82 psi. 
Displacement: .81" 

Construction: PVC sheet foam/epoxy 
glass sandwich skin, styrene and ure¬ 
thane core 

Bottom Shape: Quad-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $895 











































The “Original” is superior to all copies. A. R.T. booms, with their unique 
mast collar are the undisputed “State Of The Art” in boom technology. 
Easy to attach, and quick to adjust, with torsion bridges that remain 
neutral, to keep sail twist predictable, while protecting the mast 
against dangerous point loading. Cleverly designed end fittings with in¬ 
tegrated pulleys, cleat and line storage compartment, improve conveni- 
t ence and performance. A. R.T. rig systems: Fun without compromise. 


6 A. R.T. rig types with a total of 
38 sail sizes offer the most efficient 
"power plant” for all abilities and 
applications. 

With an adjustment range from 135 
to 240 cm, A. R.T. booms fit 
virtually all sail sizes. Available in 4 
high performance versions. 


FANATIC LTD 


ROBIN HILL PARK. ROUTE 22 
PATTERSON. NY 12563 
TEL. 001-914-878-3303 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


SEATREND 92 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

| _ 7\ andy French designed the new 
U J Seatrend 92 for people who love 
jni the performance of the 810, but 
J Li need a little larger version for 
their wind conditions. Although the 92 is 
longer than the new Angulo 90, with a 
narrower tail template, it is designed for 
the higher wind ranges. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 3.5 to 5.5. 

Tania Hendrick: I absolutely loved this 
board. The straps are perfect—it was like 
this board was made for me. It is long, 
gunny, and totally controllable in gusts. 
Off the wind it is really fast. This is a good 
ego-building board. In flat water, I did 
some of the best jibes of my life. It is easy 
to tack and uphaul, and so much fun to 
jump. This is a board anyone could have 
a great time on. In 15 knots and above, it 
just keeps on accelerating, and in flat 
water, I could barely miss a jibe. Overall, 
this is one of the best boards I've ever 
ridden. 

TinaBaylis: I like this board. I could race 
it in 5.3 to 4.7 weather. It jibes really nicely 
in flat water, but it is much more difficult to 
jibe in chop. It has a nice feel for a 9.2. It 
cuts through chop in a straight line very 
well, and feels really fast—like a slalom 
race board. It is light, stiff, great in chop, 
and good upwind. I was smiling the 
whole time on this board, since it planes 
through lulls and is very responsive. For 
someone my size who is more advanced, 
this board is great. 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 5.7. 

Jerry Percival: I like this board. It is lively 
and its variable strap placement makes it 
adjustable for different styles. I thought 
jibes were a little funky. The board is very 
loose and tippy, and its narrow tail makes 
it unstable. If you mess up on the turn, the 
board slows down very easily. It doesn't 
have too much flotation for a 9'2\ but it's 
fast and good upwind. It has a respon¬ 
sive feel to it, but in chop it slaps some. It 
goes through lulls pretty well and it's 
raceable if you get your jibes wired. 


SEATREND 92 

Best Features: 

Worst Feature: 

Quickness to plane 

Jibes in chop 

Speed 



Tem Berkstresser: This board has great 
speed. It is a little squirrely, wobbly, and 
hard to dial into, but once you do, the 
board screams. It initiates jibes really 
well, but in mid-jibe, it gets a wandering 
feeling. Upwind this board is good, but it 
slaps in the chop. I got some good air on 
this board, and its general feel is very 
good. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds, Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.0. 

Trevor Baylis: This is an interesting 
board. It is very slim and gunny, and 
should dampen motion in chop, but the 
board has too much lift, and it pounds 
your guts out. It sticks pretty hard in 
choppy-water jibes. It had a four-foot¬ 
strap arrangement that I think detracts 
from its performance. I had to open the 
straps too wide just so my heel wouldn’t 
drag over the narrow tail. In flat water, the 
board seems pretty fast, but not so in 
chop. It gets going pretty quickly consid¬ 
ering its small size, but it just never feels 
steady or positive in jibes. It’s much 
better in flat water than in chop. When I 
concentrated hard, I could make it turn 
and go fast, but it's somewhat disappoint¬ 
ing. 

Pat Dougherty: The Seatrend 92 is a 
light, small board with sufficient speed, 
but it bounces out of control every time 
you press the accelerator. It is almost 
completely out of control in chop. I could 
never carry any speed out of my turns 
because it bounced so badly. This board 
is not made for heavy guys in powered 
conditions because it skips around too 
much. I didn't have much fun on the 
board, and had to sheet out to maintain 
control. 

SUMMARY; 


high-wind slalom board got the most 
mixed reviews of any board in the test. 
The lightweights really loved the board, 
and the heavyweights gave it two thumbs 
down. This board is specifically de¬ 
signed for high winds, but in the chop that 
accompanies those conditions, it’s tricky 
to jibe. The variable strap positioning 
helps quite a bit, and the recreational 
sailor who doesn’t mind sacrificing speed 
for control should move the straps for¬ 
ward. 

In flat water on the inside, this board 
has good speed, but for all but the light¬ 
weights, the outside chop made it more 
difficult to go fast. For a high-wind slalom 
board, the 92 planes fairly quickly, and it 
has excellent acceleration. 

The 92’s impact resistance is certainly 
not bullet-proof and its stiffness is about 
average. The board is nice and light, 
though, and on the water it has a stiff, 
responsive feel. Four thumbs up. two 
down. 


Length: 9'2- 

Width: 21.5- 

Volume: 102.3 liters 

Weight: 18.47 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 203.50 pounds 

Salt: 209.6 pounds 

Stiffness: 87.13 pounds for 3/8- 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 3,793.84 psi. 
Displacement: .71" 

Construction: PVC sheet foam/epoxy 
glass sandwich skin; 100% virgin bead 
styrene core 

Bottom shape: Quad-concave 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,115 
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VELOCITY 85 

MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 


I—. J he Velocity 85 is a high-wind 
board for 14-to 40-knot winds. It’s 
great for the lightweight in moder- 
—1 ate winds and excels for people of 
all weights in high winds. The 85 is a 
high-performance board that's easy to 
handle in even the worst gusts. 

TESTERS' COMMENTS: 


Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range. 5.0 to 3.5. 

Tania Hendrick: I had a good time play¬ 
ing with this board. It has an overly wide 
nose so it looks like a flat ice cream 
spoon. It's not super fast, but it's a per¬ 
formance funboard. I had a hard time 
getting my jibes wired, but the 85 is 
maneuverable. It’s a comfortable board 
to sail and would make a great second 
board for high-wind sailing. 

Tina Baylis: This board is really light and 
responsive. It has a good, stiff feel and is 
more a funboard than a slalom board. It 
has a thin tail and a really wide nose with 
lots of volume, so you can really throw it 
around. It is fun to jump and jibe, but 
you've got to get the nose out of the water 
to make it turn. For someone my size, this 
board is controllable at high speeds for 
its volume. It's a really fun board. 
Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: Up to 5.0. 

Jerry Percival: I like this board. It's really 
maneuverable and forgiving. You can 
jump on it, get good turns, and have fun 
almost instantly, but the 85 has a lot more 
potential. Even when I was extremely 
overpowered, it held in. Jibes were 
funky, but makeable. The fin placement 
is very important because the 85 rides 
with a lot of nose out of the water. I could 
get the thing out of the water in the small¬ 
est of chop, and it jumps easily. It offers 
very good shortboard performance, and 
has excellent rail-to-rail performance. 
Tern Berkstresser: I like this board. It 
has a good, lively, crisp feel. Its speed 
isn't too impressive, but it's fun on a reach 
or broad reach. It's a really funky jiber. 
You could slam it into the turn, but its 
speed fell off halfway—possibly due to 
the narrow tail. It takes time to learn to jibe 


VELOC 

TY 85 

Best Features: 

Worst Features: 

Chop hops 

Lack of top-end 

Wide wind range 

speed 

n i ii mil tnnritinns 

Unusual iihinn 



’ it, but it's really stable and its wide nose 
‘ makes it easy to tack or uphaul. Overall, 
" I had fun on this unusual, light, respon- 
' sive, maneuverable board. 

' Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom- 
' mended sail range: 5.0 to 3.5. 

' Trevor Baylis: Everything about the 85 
' says “moderate-air speed board," but it 
' didn’t go too quickly and it’s not positive 
■ in jibes. I could push it and slash some 
' turns, but it's sinky coming out of them. 
' It's easy to tack for its short length, but I 
' didn't like the deck shape. It goes 

• through light spots okay for its size and it's 
' okay upwind. Since it doesn't feel very 
' fast, it should turn great, but I don't think 
' it does. 

‘ Pat Dougherty: This board doesn’t have 

• great speed. It’s very narrow in the tail, 

• and initiates a great jibe, but it’s hard to 
' come out of jibes with any speed. It’s 
' stable if you're up forward, but when 

• you're back near the tail, it’s very sinky. In 
' chop, this board bounces. It's fun to 

• scoot around on, but must be powered. 
' It’s not fast enough to jump too well, and 

• I wasn’t pleased with the board's ride. 

• SUMMARY: 

When you line all the new boards up, 
’ one or two stand out, but the Velocity 85 

• actually jumps out at you. It's far different 

• from any other sailboard. Its spoon nose 
' makes it look as though it was a 9'2' that 

• had eight inches cut off. This unusual 
' design was especially appreciated by 
' the light- and medium-weights. 

This board's speed was acceptable to 
' our light- and middle-weights, and they 
' rated its fun factor extremely high. It's 
' great for lofting jumps and jump jibing in 
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' volume for a board that handles high 
' winds as well as it does. At almost 110 
' liters, it’s the biggest board in the high- 
' wind slalom group, but it's also the short- 
' est, so its trick potential is high. 

The 85 is amazingly light and stiff but 
‘ its impact resistance is a little lacking. 

' Once you get the unusual jibing traits of 
' this wide-nosed board wired, you can 

• throw it around pretty easily, but you’ve 
' got to stay back to keep the nose from 
' digging in. This is the best jump-jiber I'd 
' ever been on. Our middle-weight testers 
' also noted how easily the 85 sails through 
' the air. Our lightweights had no problem 

• controlling it in high winds, yet the heavy- 

• weights could sail it in moderate condi- 
' tions; it has an impressive range. 

We highly recommend this board for 

• sailors who like tricks and jumps, but drag 

• racers should look elsewhere. Four 

• thumbs up, one neutral, one down. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8'5‘ 

Width: 21* 

Volume: 109.21 liters 

Weight: 14.72 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 226.09 pounds 

Salt: 232.87 pounds 

Stiffness: 87.46 pounds for 3/8' 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 2,869.73 psi. 
Displacement: .69* 

Construction: EPS core with high- 
density sandwich construction 
Bottom Shape: Double-concave with 
modified single concave bow 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $800 


























VITAL STATISTICS 


DARRELL JONES 

board that would do equally well at the 
Gorge and on the occasional “epic" day 
at home. It’s definitely smky, but we really 
.liked its blazing speed The deck is hard 
to get comfortable on, but we could still 
get the board flying. It’s too small to race, 
but it's an excellent high-wind speed 
board. 

Since the 2.6 is so small, it is not a 
beginner's board, but it's fairly quick to 
plane and its flat deck makes it stable. It's 
a sinker for even our smallest tester, so 
even small sailors must be able to water- 
start. The 2.6 is well-constructed, with 
above-average stiffness and impact re¬ 
sistance. Its gunny outline makes it a little 
difficult to jibe, but when we jammed it into 
a turn with a lot of speed, the West Wind 
would come blazing out. Major effort, but 
major rewards. 

We recommend this board to all high- 
wind speed sailors. Four thumbs up, two 
neutral. 


plane and cracked it off the wind, it was 
super fast It slides through the water— 
what a great top-end 1 It was difficult to 
jibe unless I was really powered, but it’s 
easy to get out of the water on chop hops, 
and should be a good Gorge board. 
Overall, it's a good, advanced high-wind 
board. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range; 4.0 to 5.5. 

Trevor Baylis: This is a great bump and 
jump board. It’s perfect for Coyote Point 
since it goes fast, gets maximum air, and 
jibes well in chop. It's also nice, small, 
and well mannered. It isn't especially 
smooth in chop, and an intermediate 
sailor may have a hard time on it because 
it goes so fast, but that’s where the fun is. 
It's very sinky, so the sailor has to pay 
attention to sail it well, but it's loose and 
designed to get serious air. In 4.2 or 4.7 
weather, this board would be a blast. It 
needs a fair amount of wind to get going, 
but it just blasts along. 

Pat Dougherty: The 2.6's speed is good, 
jibes are great, upwind ability is good, 
and it's good through chop, but it’s not too 
stable. It's nimble and would make a 
good, high-wind Gorge board. It's too 
small for racing, but it’s fun in high winds. 
The feel is stiff and solid. I could make 
drawn-out, high-speed racing jibes or 
cram a turn between the swells. It's not 
light enough to plane quickly, but it would 
be fine for the majority of people in the 
Gorge. 

SUMMARY: 

Of all the production boards we have 
ever tested over the past eight years, the 
West Wind 2.6 is the smallest, but that 
doesn't mean you should shy away from 
it. In fact, it's refreshing that there's actu- 


WEST Wl 

MO CX 2.6 

Best Features: 

Top-end speed 
Hiah-wind control 

Worst Feature: 

Flat deck 


IWEST WIND 


CX 2.6 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 


he CX 2 6 is a direct descend 
of the West WincJ custom desi 
Its low-profile rai I shape enhanc 
LJ precise turning, which makes 
board well suited to wave sailing. T 
board’s honeycomb construction p 
vides an ideal strength-to-weight n 
and enhances durability. 

TESTERS' COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds, Recc 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 3.5. 

Tania Hendrick: This board is very fast 
and has great potential . but the non-skid 
on our test model compromised its per¬ 
formance. Every time I tried to jibe, I 
slipped. Also, the straps aren't small 
enough for my feet and were set too far 
apart. It jibes well, but since the deck is 
so flat, there is nothing to press against. 
With new non-skid, it could be a really fun, 
fast board. 

Tina Baylis: This is a small high-wind 
shape. It goes fast, but it's a little stiff on 
the jibes. It doesn’t really want to turn, 
which surprised me since it is so small. 
This board seems built for speed, not 
maneuverability, and the deck is too flat 
and slippery It goes upwind well, and 
has a high-performance feel to it, but it's 
really for advanced sailors. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: Up to 5.0. 

Jerry Fercival : The West Wind 2.6 is very 
squirrely and is unpredictable in the 
turns. I couldn't lock into a jibe, but it is 
very fast at the top-end. This board kept 
me on my toes because I was never sure 
what it was going to do. I had to be 
cautious on it, which was frustrating 
because I wanted to cut loose. It’s a 
small-feeling board and good for high 
winds, but it’s not a high-speed jiber in 
choppy water. It takes time to get this 
board to behave; you can't just hop on 
and sail away. 

Tem Berkstresser: This board is very 
sinky. It has a gunny feel and needs a lot 
of wind, but as soon as I got it up on a 


Length: 87' 

Width: 20.25“ 

Volume: 72.41 liters 

Weight: 16.93 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 142.28 pounds 

Salt: 146.55 pounds 

Stiffness: 93.78 pounds for 3/8“ 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 4,788.83 psi. 
Displacement: .83“ 

Construction: Honeycomb and fiber¬ 
glass sandwich core molded in one-step 
process, encased with integrated com¬ 
posite skin 

Bottom Shape: Double-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $995 
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THE 


KEPT 

SECRET 


Gaastra produces the best RAF sails in the 
world, and it’s the best kept secret in 
windsurfing. 

Though we’ve earned the reputation of 
being the leader in Camber Inducer 
technology, our RAF sails are second to 
none. These high-performance designs 
are the result of Gaastra’s relentless 
commitment to producing premium 
windsurfing sails. 

How good are Gaastra RAFs? They are 
the only sails to ever win the overall 
World Cup waveriding title. Now that’s 
consistency. Even companies that pride 
themselves on being RAF specialists can’t 
make this claim. 

When winds in the Gorge reach nuclear 
proportions, sailors turn to Gaastra RAFs. 
And they are fast enough to be the choice 
Robby Naish whenever he’s not 
competing on the race course. 
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□ YeS! Sait my subscription to Vh iteiSki lor one year (9 issues) at the special 
price of $13.95.1 understand that when my payment is received my FREE WaterSki 

Tips book will be sent. u , t . , 

□ Ftryment enclosed. Rush me my free book today. 


□ Billmelatei. 
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Iritten by and for skiers 
just like you, WaterSki deliv¬ 
ers helpful, instructional, 
timely, entertaining infor¬ 
mation in every colorful big 
issue! 

Nine times a year WoterSki 
comes right to your home, as 
your personal, professional 
coach.. .with our unique 
instructional format that 
makes it easy for you to 
learn everything from deep 
water starts to sharp slalom 
turns. We use "how to" and 
"how not to" sequence pho¬ 
tography, illustrations and 
straightforward advice from 
experts and top competitors 
in the sport to help you ski 
your best! 

WaterSki saves you time 
and money! Every year we 
test and review new boats, 
skis and products. We give 
you hard-hitting, money¬ 
saving buying advice that 
you won't find anywhere 
else. Plus throughout the 
year we'll have special 
features showcasing 
what's new in binders, 
wetsuits, water toys and 


TAKE A LOOK INSIDE. IF YOU SKI, 
YOU’LL LIKE WHAT YOU SEE. 


sizzling swimwear! 

Do you know what "flex' 
or "rocker" is? Why your 
boat, skis, and equip¬ 
ment perform the way 
they do? How to protect 
your investment with the 
proper maintenance pro¬ 
cedures? WaterSki has 
the answers to keep your 
equipment in tip-top 
shape. 

Plus you'll get fitness and 
training tips, boat-driv¬ 
ing and safety features, 
behind-the-scenes tour¬ 
nament coverage, knee¬ 
boarding, barefooting 
and slalom tips, and the 
latest in boat and ski 
technology! 

Come join us lor a year 
and get the best! The best 
stop-action instruction 
and award-winning pho¬ 
tography. All for you. All 
year long. 

Simply return the 
attached card or clip the 
coupon below and mail 
today! Plus with your paid 
order, we'll send you the 
WaterSki Tips book FREE! 
We'll be looking for your 
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OUR HIGH-WIND ASSESSMENT 


hen we classify a group of 
boards as "high-wind slaloms," 
we generally refer to slalom 
boards designed for winds 
above 18 Knots. However, since the major¬ 
ity of slalom races are raced in winds of be¬ 
tween 12 and 20 knots, many of the manu¬ 
facturers are making their high-wind sla¬ 
lom boards for more than just high-wind 
fun 

We have both racers and free sailors on 
our test team, so you may have noticed that 
some boards receive somewhat different 
reviews. If at all possible, you should sail 
the boards yourself to see how they suit 
your style. However, if you can’t do that, 
then check out our top threes in the catego¬ 
ries most important to you, and zero in on 
those boards as a starting point. 

Remember, though, we can’t test for 
long-term durability. We punish the boards 
as much as possible for a few weeks, but 
if no damage is visible by the end of our 
testing period, we can’t say how well they’ll 
hold out over a few seasons. Ask around 
and check with dealers or your friends to 
get the scoop on durability 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Tania 
Hendrick and Tina Baylis 

Quickness to plane: 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Hi-Tech 90 
Seatrend 92 
Speed: 

Hi-Tech 90 
Seatrend 810 
West Wind CX 2.6 
Jibing: 

Fanatic Ultra Mamba 
Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Seatrend 810 
Acceleration: 

Hi-Tech 90 
Seatrend 810 
West Wind CX 2.6 
Stability: 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
O’Brien 8.8 
Hi-Tech 90 
Liveliness: 

Fanatic Ultra Mamba 
Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Velocity 85 

Recommend to an intermediate friend: 

O’Brien 8.8 
Seatrend 810 
Hi-Fly Extreme 
Raceability: 

Seatrend 810 
Hi-Tech 90 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Overall Favorite: 

Seatrend 810 
Hi-Tech 90 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Jerry 
Percival and Tem Berkstresser 

Quickness to plane: 

Hi-Tech 90 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Seatrend 92 


Speed: 

Hi-Tech 90 
West Wind CX 2.6 
Seatrend 810 
Jibing: 

Hi-Tech 90 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Fanatic Ultra Mamba 
Acceleration: 

Fanatic Ultra Mamba 
Hi-Tech 90 
Sailboards Maui 90 
Stability: 

Hi-Tech 90 
O'Brien 8 8 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Liveliness: 

Hi-Tech 90 
Fanatic Ultra Mamba 
Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Recommend to an intermediate friend: 
Hi-Tech 90 
Hi-Fly Extreme 
Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Raceability: 

Hi-Tech 90 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Seatrend 810 

Overall Favorite: 

Hi-Tech 90 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Seatrend 810 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Trevor 
Baylis and Pat Dougherty 

Quickness to plane: 

Hi-Tech 90 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Seatrend 92 
Speed: 

Hi-Tech 90 
Seatrend 810 
Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Jibing: 

Fanatic Ultra Mamba 
Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Hi-Tech 90 
Acceleration: 

Hi-Tech 90 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Seatrend 92 

Stability: 

Sailboards Maui 90 
Hi-Tech 90 
O’Brien 8.8 
Liveliness: 

Fanatic Ultra Mamba 
Hi-Tech 90 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Recommend to an intermediate friend: 
Fanatic Ultra Mamba 
Sailboards Maui 90 
Hi-Tech 90 
Raceability: 

Hi-Tech 90 
Sailboards Maui 90 
Seatrend 810 
Overall Favorite: 

Hi-Tech 90 

Sailboards Maui 90 Quad 
Fanatic Ultra Mamba 



The 

LOW DRfiG 

Solution For 
high Performance 
Sailboard 

SPINOUT 


It's the perfect foil section. 
Designed specifically for 
the slalom boards^operating 
conditions, achieving ventilation 
resistance ye ( t long' engths 
of laminar flow. 1 


It's the onl\ 
Molded for 
Carbon for 


one. 
iccurac, 
trength 


YOU WILL 
THE DIFFERENCE! 


: EEL 


RACS 

Technology, Inc. 

2280 Avodado Ave., #11 
Melbourne. FL 32935 
(407) 255-0678 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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Release your back hand, dragging it behind you. 


Turn slightly! 
over the tail; 


Kick the tail to windward as you launch off the lip 

































TRICK 

JIBES 


BY IAN BOYD 


hey are all performed with differ¬ 
ent styles and techniques, some 
of them new, others old. Whether 
they're called pirouettes, snaps, 
jumps, or one-handers, they all have one 
common denominator: They're all ways of 
changing tacks through a downwind turn 
in a flashy way. These eye-catchers are 
called “Trick Jibes," and they're simply a 
means of spicing up your routine jibe with 
a little creativity and a greater degree of 
difficulty. 

Several of today's trick jibes will soon 
become commonplace and required for 
competing sailors. The creative minds of 


. If you are new to any of these jibes and 
. serious about learning, then take a few 
. minutes after reading this article to study 
. the photo sequences and relax. Relaxa- 
. tion, self- visualization, and image replay 
. are three keys to fast and effective learning 
. in today’s sports world. You'll find it is much 
. easier to remember pictures and feelings 
. rather than words when out on the water. 

After visualizing the jibes you want to 
. attempt, it's then time to choose the proper 
. equipment. Asemi-floaterboard.onethat's 
. easy to turn, in the 8'3‘ to 8'9' range, with a 
, sail that rotates easily are ideal. If you can 
a hard rfaan boom-to-hnnm iiha 


aggressive and limit-pushing sailors set . withyourequipment.thanitwillbegreatfor . 
the standards for tomorrow's new maneu- . learning trick jibes, 
vers. With variations on ducks, sail spins, . The optimum conditions for learning are . 
360s, etc., the possible trick jibe combina- . 15 to 25 knots of wind and flat to moder- . 
tions are endless. In this article we will . ately choppy water, except in the case of a . 
focus on four jibes that are reasonably . jibe off-the-lip. where a small wave face or . 
easy to learn and still have a fair danraa nf . Whitewater is needed. 























with a brisk 20 knots blowing and your 
equipment is tuned, suit up. hit the water, 
and sail safe 1 


THE ONE-HANDED JUMP JIBE 


The one-handed jump jibe takes a 
regular jump jibe one exciting step farther. 
Does being hooked in the harness, trailing 
one hand, and switching footstraps while 
airborne sound tricky enough? Well, be¬ 
lieve it or not, it's actually a lot easier than 
it looks. Aerial jibe specialists should have 
no trouble mastering this one! 

The good thing about aerial jibes is that 
you don't need a breaking ocean wave to 
do them You can attempt them anywhere; 
lakes, rivers, and—best of all—your local 
sailing spot 

While hooked into your harness and 
sailing on a full plane, locate a small sec¬ 
tion of chop, a wave face, or white water to 
launch from Approaching the ramp, place 
your back foot behind the strap or on the 
leeward rail. You can release either hand, 
dragging it behind you on the surface of 
the water 

As you climb the small ramp, head 
slightly to windward to attain the proper lift 
and altitude necessary to complete a jump 
jibe. Shift your body weight back over the 
tail of the board in order to project yourself 
vertically. This weight over the tail will 
launch you vertically for height rather than 
horizontally for distance; it's the same take¬ 
off as for a table-top jump. 

Once airborne, kick the tail to windward 
with your back leg and tuck it in close to 
your body. As in any jump, there are three 
important steps to a jump jibe- the take-off, 
the apex, and the landing. Many feel that 
the most crucial of these moments is the 
apex, as it will either make or break your 
landing. 

At the apex, grab the boom with your . 
dragging hand and simultaneously switch . 
your feet. Place your back foot forward of • 
the front footstraps in the middle of the . 
board. Remove your front foot, and posi- . 
tion it toward the aft section of the board. . 
This new stance will balance the board and . 
setyouupforacleanlanding. Focusonthe . 
water and your landing spot as the tail of . 
the board clocks around Extend your legs . 
as you start to descend. Ideally, you want . 

unhook before landing to increase your . 
maneuverability and possibly prevent you . 
from being pitched over the nose of the 


I With your back foot on the leeward rail, bend 
your legs and lean forward into the jibe. 


2 Continue to carve by oversheeting the sail 
and driving off with your back leg. 


3 Release your back hand and drop it to the 
water. 


Begin to extend your body on the new tack. 


0 Grab the booms and again switch your feet. 


your back hand to jibe the sail. Cross your 
hands onto the new tack, stand upright, 
and sheet in the sail. 


THE ONE-HANDED JIBE 


A one-handed carving jibe may not be 


board. If you cannot unhook while de- . a newtrick jibe, but it still has a respectable . 
scending, then simply remain hooked in . degree of difficulty. What ma es 'Sji • 
throughout the landing. • so unique? Wei for one ^ u *•£ ; 

Touch down nose-first and in the clew- . closest trick jibe5 to a s ' an ^ s d e f or many . 

first sailing position. Notice that the sail has . boom jibe wi per f 0 rmed in a . 

been positioned relatively the same . sailors. Second, it can be perro 

throughout the jibe thus far. It’s important . broa you’re out on the water, try . 
to continue this until you're prepared to jibe . (hi . JL different; Carve into your . 

the sail. You'll get a feel for this positioning . a little m0 re aggression . 

after a few attempts. Once youvere . h S( J a)by bending your legs and te • 
nainRrf mnfrol of the riq, release your b ac • _ _._ in tn fhe iibe. This will in . 


help you perform a clean, consistent turn. 
Oversheet the sail for added acceleration 
while driving off your back leg, as shown in 
photo 2. This technique is similar to the 
drop-kneed turn that cross-country skiers 
use. 

Continue to drive through the turn with 
your aggressive jibing attack. As the nose 
of the beard just passes through the eye of 
the wind on a downwind course, release 
your back hand and drop it to the water. 
You don't have to submerge your whole 
arm; just skip your fingers and palm over 
the surf ace _ Hold this tucked one-handed 
position for as long as your speed permits. 

When the clew of the sail swings around 
the nose of the board and you begin to 
move to the new tack, extend your body 
















































1 Planing or not, move your clew hand back 
a few inches and step back onto the tail. 


THE 

SCISSOR 

JIBE 


ERIK AEOER 



4 Depending on how hard you push, you can 
throw some serious spray as you start on 
the new tack. 



2 Oversheet the sail, shift your body totally 
over the tail, and apply extreme pressure to 
the inside rail. 



5 Step your back foot forward to set the board 
back into the water. 



3 Pivot on the tail as you carve the board off 
the wind. 




hand you used to drag through the water, 
reach up and grab the boom on the new 
side while releasing your other hand. Sheet 
in the sail, switch your feet, and carve out 
of your first cleanly-executed, one-handed 
jibe on a plane. 

Drop a hand on your next routine jibe. 
You may find it's easier than you expect. 


THE SCISSOR JIBE 


The scissor jibe is not just limited to 
high-performance shortboard sailing. 
Scissor, snap, and tail-sink jibes are per¬ 
formed in all sailing disciplines, from tight 


ing to flashy spray-throwing transitions in 
wave competitions. 

Scissor jibes are a standard part of 
most competitors' repertoires. Learning 
this tight transition will improve your rig 
1 handling abilities and put another trick jibe 
under your belt. There are basically two 
1 techniques used in executing scissor jibes. 

1 In the first, you leave your front foot in the 
strap and place your back foot on the tail. 

1 In the second you place both feet on the 
1 tail. For both techniques, you must apply 
' extreme pressure to the inside rail with your 
1 body weight totally over the tail. I prefer 


. the board to get completely inverted and 
. slice through the water when starting on 
. the new tack. It's flashier, but less control- 
. table. Choosing either technique is a matter 
. of personal preference. 

. Planing or not, sail on a close reach and 
. move your clew hand back a few inches. 
. Widening your grip increases sail power 
. and control. Using either technique, simul- 
. taneously shift your body weight back over 
. the tail and apply as much pressure as you 
. can to the inside rail. As soon as you do 
. this, the board will lift out of the water and 
. niiicklv Divot downwind on the tail. Notice 
























































-| Lean the rig back over the tail of the board as you carve off the wind. 


ERIKAEDER 



As the sail backwinds, keep the clew out of the water and let the sail 
stand as it regains power. 




2 lay the sail down over the water as you continue to carve. 



Step your front foot forward onto the windward rail and reach for the 
boom while straddling the mast base._ 
































increase sail power. Creating serious spray 
is one of the most exciting things about 
doing a scissor jibe, as shown in photo 4 
As the board starts on the new tack, 
hold the rig in the clew-first position and 
step your back foot forward to set the board 
back down in the water. Extend your body 
to stand upright and jibe the sail as you 
would in a regular |ibe. Sheet in the sail on 
the new tack and carve with us into our next 
trick jibe 


THE FLIP JIBE 


A flip jibe is a cross between a carving 
board 360 and a shortboard fast tack 
(check it out in our March ’89 issue) If you 
like the feeling of laying the sail down and 
carving a hard board 360, then the flip jibe 
is for you 1 This is a fun one. especially on 
flat water. 

Initiate the jibe on a planing broad reach 
with your back foot applying medium pres¬ 
sure to the leeward rail. Lean the rig back 
over the tail of the board as you carve off 
the wind. It’s important to draw out an arc 
in order to maximize your boat speed. 

Continue to carve your turn by laying 
the sail down over the water This positions 
you on the leeward side of the sail as the 
clew passes through the eye of the wind 
Avoid dragging the clew in the water or it 
will cut your arc short, causing a rapid 
decrease in boat speed. 

When the board starts on the new tack 
and the sail gets backwinded, keep your 
arms bent in order to fly the sail high 
enough off the water. At this point, as 
shown in photo 3, the sail is in a reasonably 
neutral state, with not much power in it. 

As the sail’s angle of attack to the wind 
increases, the power will be regained and 
the rig will begin to stand upright again. 
This is what you need before changing 
sides. When your speed decreases and 
the board clocks to windward, now in a full 
180-degree turn, step your front foot for¬ 
ward onto the new windward rail. 

With the sail standing upright, straddle 
the mast base and reach for the boom with 
your front hand as you prepare to hop 
around. Grab the boom again on the new 
side while quickly stepping around the 
mast and down the board. Changing sides 
quickly will prevent the nose of the board 
from purling. 

Once you have regained control, sheet 
in on your new tack and follow us through 
our next featured trick jibe. 

Now you’re ready to become the trick 
jibe master at your favorite hole. Have fun, 
be safe, and I’ll be back with more tricks 
and transitions. ■ 


Ian Boyd is a regular contributor to Wind' 
Rider who currently lives and trains on 
Maui He is sponsored by North Sails 
Windsurfing, ONeill Sportswear, and 
ONeill Wetsuits. 





SAILBOARDS 

PANEL "V" DESIGNS 
FIN SYSTEMS • DEMOS 
CLUB DILL SPORTSWEAR 

For new color brochure and piranha sticker: Send $2.00 to Dill Sailboards, 

1027 Industrial Avenue. Hood River, OR 97031, or call 503-386-6202. 
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SEEING IS 
BELIEVING 

LEARN THE TEN HOTTEST 
SHORTBOARD TRICKS FROM 
THIS HOT NEW VIDEO 


Join Ian Boyd, one of the hottest 
boardsailing talents to splash on todays 
scene, and enjoy his unique and ag¬ 
gressive style. 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE demonstrates 
many shortboard techniques and tricks 
that were pioneered and mastered by Ian. This boardsail¬ 
ing instructional tape uses a unique visual teaching format 
that relies on solid visual images rather than using various 
speeds of slow motion, it is presented with key words that 
help to focus your attention and to establish an accurate 
mental picture. 

■Learn the duck tack, sail 360, body drag, helicopter tack 
and more -- fast and easy 

■Image replay sequences for fast learning entertaining to 
watch - even if you don't sail! 

■20 minutes running time 

■Available exclusively through Windiider Magazine. 

Order today! 


WindRider Magazine. P.O. Box 136, 
Mt. Morns. H 61045 


YES! Send me_copies of VJindRidefs tricks of the trade at $19.95 

each, plus $2 shipping and handling per copy (Florida residents add 
6% sales tax). Allow four weeks for delivery. 

Enclosed is my check or money order for $ 

Name___ 

Address___ 

City_ 

State_Zip_ 

Order by phone with your Visa, American Express, or MasterCard, 
Call Toll Free 

l-800-992-2177on H, 1-800-892-0753) 

AR9DV 





















































DARRELL jONES 

JUNKAROO 

Jumble 

1989 Bahamas International 
Windsurfing Regatta 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


m f ever there were an event fraught 
with controversy from the very be¬ 
ginning, it was the Sixth Annual 
Bahamas International Windsurf¬ 
ing Regatta. It’s not that the regatta itself 
was controversial—indeed, it has been a 
fun, popular, well-run, successful race for 
the past five years—but 
rather that the events pre¬ 
ceding the race cast an 
unjustifiably negative 
shadow onto an otherwise 
wonderful opportunity for 
pro racers to win lots of 
cash. 

The problems began 
when one of the main spon¬ 
sors of the race, Fanatic/ 

ART, came up with the idea 
to make the race for pro¬ 
duction boards only. In 
this way, reasoned Peter 
Juen, the president of 
Fanatic USA, the racers 


One For The 
Money, 
Who’s Gonna 
Go? 

Three Pros Get 
Ready, 

To Take Home 
The Dough. 


Regatta General Manager Rus Emerick 
liked the idea and thus the Bahamas re¬ 
gatta, with $45,000 in prize money— 
$10,000 for first place—became the rich¬ 
est production-only purse race in the world. 
Great idea, bad timing. 

Most of the top boardsailing racers in 
the world belong to the 
Professional Boardsailors 
Association (PBA), formed 
a couple of years ago. The 
PBA was formed to give 
racers more control over 
the racing rules under 
which they compete; in the 
past, sponsors and race 
promoters often set rules 
that created more prob¬ 
lems than they solved. 

So far, so good. The 
PBA put together a set of 
bylaws for members, with 
rules outlining the way a 
race would have to be run 


would all be racing on exactly the same ' in order to receive either PBA''sanction” or 
boards that the general public could buy ' “endorsement." Sanctioning means an 
rather than a fleet of 14-pound custom ' event can count toward an overall year- 
carbon/epoxy prototypes with logos ' long championship; endorsement means 
screened on them to make them look like ' simply that PBA members can attend. If 
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event must be recognized by the PBA for * 
its members to attend If any members * 
choose to attend despite a PBA boycott, ' 
they are fined $1.500 or any prize money * 
they win plus 25 percent, whichever is * 
greater. They can't enter any future PBA ’ 
events until their fines are paid 

One of the rules for PBA sanctioning or * 
recognition is that there be no equipment * 
restrictions. This, explains PBA president ’ 
Nevin Sayre, actually serves to help the * 
consumer in the long run Sayre explains, ’ 
“If a race is limited to production equip- * 
ment only and one company dominates, * 
then the other competing manufacturers * 
will have to completely tool up for new ' 
products so they can stay competitive. It * 
can cost up to $100,000 for a new board * 
mold, and obviously this cost will have to ’ 
be passed on to the consumer. This trend * 
could continue each year and the cost of * 
windsurfing equipment could become * 
prohibitively expensive.” 

Well, perhaps that’s true, but isn't that ' 
just the story of a capitalist society? And * 
won’t that also promote the manufacture of ’ 
better products in the long run? 

In any event, those are the PBA rules * 
and the Bahamas event didn't conform to ’ 
them, so the PBA would not endorse the • 
event. Now, telling its members that they * 
could not race in a $45,000 regatta didn't * 
sit well with many PBA sailors, particularly • 
Fanatic team members Paul Coutts, Maui * 
Meyer, Lisa Neuburger, Pat LeMehaute, * 


TEST A NAUTIX BOOM AT ONE OF 
THESE NAUTIX TEST CENTERS 

LONG BEACH SURF SUPPLY 
SHIP BOTTOM NJ 
(609) 494-5454 

NORTH BEACH SAILING 
DUCK NC 
(919) 261-6262 

LEE’S MARINE 

ISLETON CA 
(916) 777-6775 

PORT SPORTS 

PORTLAND ME 
(207) 775*6080 

WET FUN 

PORTSMITH NH 
(603) 430-8626 

HILLS AND TRAILS 
WESTFIELD NJ 
(201)654-1991 

TACKLE SHACK 

PINELLAS PARK FL 
(813) 546-5080 

INLAND SAILING 

RANCHO CORDOVA CA 
(916) 454-3966 

CAN AM SAILCRAFT 
CAMBRIDGE MA 
(617) 661-7702 

NASHUA SKI AND SPORT 

NASHUA NH 
(603) 888-1214 

SKI DEN SPORTS 
JOHNSTOWN PA 
(814) 536-8889 

NORDIC SPORTS 
EASTTAWASMI 
(517) 362-2001 

SAN PEDRO SAILBOARDS 

SAN PEDRO CA 
(213)833-3397 

EUR0PA 

CAMBRIDGE MA 
(617)497-0309 

ISLAND WINDSURFING 

NEW YORK NY 
(212) 744-2000 

TWELVE MOON TRADERS 
YORK PA 
(717)846-3132 

SURF RIDER SAILBOARDS 
WICHITA KS 
(316) 721-6900 

LONG BEACH WIND SURF CENTER 
LONG BEACH CA 
(213) 433-1014 

MADD MIKES WINDSURFING 
BOSTON MA 
(617) 451-6181 

SEASONINGS 

AMAGANSETT NY 
(516) 267-6055 

WINDSURFING ANNAPOLIS 

ANNAPOLIS 

(301) 269-6673 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN MARINE 
DENVER CO 
(203) 669-7873 

SAILBOARD WEST 

SAN PEDRO CA 
(213) 548-3537 

BUZZARDS BAY SAILBOARDS 
MARION MA 
(617) 748*1648 

J.M. WINDSURFING 

WILSON NY 
(716) 751-6511 

CUSTOM WINDSURFING 
VIRGINIA BEACH VA 
(804) 460-3084 

THE PRO SHOP 

SEATTLE WA 
(206) 577-1580 

NEWPORT SKI CO 

NEWPORT BEACH CA 
(713) 631-3280 

SKI & SPORT SHACK 
WAKEFIELD MA 
(617)245-1990 

SAILING CENTER OF WESTERN NY 
ROCHESTER NY 
(716)342-9580 

ALPINE OUTFITTERS 
RICHMOND VA 
(804) 794-4172 

MARIAH AND SUN 

LOS GATOS CA 
(408) 358-8021 

WINDY SAILS 

VAN NUYSCA 
(818) 997-6494 

ISLAND WINDSURFING 
MIDDLETOWN Rl 
(401)846*4421 

PELICAN SWIM & SKI 

MORRIS PLAINS NJ 
(201)267-0964 

EASTERN SPORTS 

NEWPORT NEWS VA 
(804) 872-7292 

WINDSURF WAREHOUSE 
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO CA 
(415) 588-1714 

SAN DIEGO SAILING CENTER 

SAN DIEGO CA 
(619)488-0651 

THE BOARD SHOP 

STAMFORD CT 
(203)323*8888 

SPEEEDESE SAILBOARDS 
MORRISTOWN NJ 
(201) 994-0603 

WINDSURFING HATTERAS 
AVON NC 
(919) 995-4970 

ALAMEDA SAILBOARDS 
ALAMEDA CA 
(415) 522-8966 

SPORTS DESIGN 

US VEGAS NV 
(702) 870-3554 

SAIL WAYS 

BRIDGEPORT CT 
(203)336-9463 

HEINO’S SKI PARLOUR 
PEQUANNOCA NJ 
(201)696-3044 

KITTY HAWK SPORTS 

NAGGS HEAD NC 
(919)441-4124 

TRI CITY SPORTING GOODS 
FREEMONT CA 
(415)651-9600 



NOTE: TEST CENTERS CARRY NAUTIX BOOMS IN STOCK. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE ONE IN YOUR AREA, ASK FOR NAUTIX PRODUCTS AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER. 

























I 


and Jimmy Diaz, who were required by 
' Fanatic to attend. Bic Team members 
’ Scott Trudon, Dave Deisinger, and Olym- 
’ pic gold medalist Stephan van den Berg 

* also were not pleased. 

The ruling faction of the PBA, they ar- 

’ gued, was controlled by racers like Nevin 

* Sayre, Robby Naish, and Anders Brindal, 

* who use only custom equipment. What did 
' they care about the opportunities of a few 

* production racers who had a choice of 

* racing in this event or losing their sponsor- 

* ship? 

There is, however, a provision in the 

* PBA rules that allows exceptions to the 
r * rules. Several members wrote to PBA 

' executive d irector Terry Wyner to ask for an 

* exception, but none received an answer. 

The race, as they say, must go on. Bic 
‘ offered to pay all the fines for any of their 
’ racers who wanted to enter the event. 

* Fanatic offered legal assistance to its rac- 

* ers to sue the PBA. Other teams and 

* companies chose to lie low, perhaps too 

* busy to intercede, perhaps not wanting to 

* rankle the PBA. The worst moment came 

* when Sayre sent a letter signed by the PBA 

* directors to the main event sponsor, the 

* Bahamas Ministry of Tourism, stating that 

* PBA members would be boycotting the 

* race unless it was open to all equipment. 

Rus Emerick and Peter Juen refused to 

* back down. Race coordinator John Rib- 

* bier took a more conciliatory approach; 

* okay, he told Sayre, we'll open the event to 



Race Central on the beach at the Nassau Beach Hotel. Each January the beach is transformed into a 
colorful patchwork of sails, sailors, and spectators. 



The Place: St Petersburg, FL. The Race: ‘88 World Production 
Pros are using the Nautix aluminum QL boom. Why? Becausfttti 
front and rear ends), lighter (high performance aluminudH 
adjust (Quick Lock front end; Twist Lock adjustable 

Gaastra have chose^H' 





















HAS ARRIVED 


>sure 


ns, 2 cams 


AMPRO CORPORATION 

P.O. Box 6300 
Anaheim, CA 92816 0300 


■/# r*ods 


Phot KM St#vl WIMna* 


all equipment if you'll guarantee that the 
top five PBA members will all attend—in 
other words, we’ll back down on our rules 

• if there’s a good reason No go, said the 
’ PBA, and the standoff was on. 

By race time there were 36 pros signed 
’ up, along with 52 amateurs. Last year’s 
’ event was one of the windiest ever; even 
’ the pros used 3.8m sails for slalom racing 
' and slalom boards for course racing. The 

• word was that for the Bahamas Interna- 
’ tional, the wind either blows very strong 
’ (when a cold front comes through) or very 

• light (eight to 12 knots). This year proved 
’ a pleasant exception, and the first few days 
' of racing were held in 20 knots of warm, 

steady wind. 

Everything was perfect and everyone 

• got down to some serious racing, finally. 

’ The pro field, while not enjoying a full 
’ contingent of the world’s best racers, still 
’ saw a tightly-fought series between four 

• Olympic medalists, a host of national cham- 

• pions from several countries, and many 
’ recalcitrant PBA members who felt it their 
' right to make a living at their sport no matter 

• what their "union” said. 

1988 Olympic silver medalist Jan 
‘ Boersma from Curacao proved virtually 

• unbeatable in slalom, winning both rounds 
’ of single-elimination racing. Meanwhile, 

' Stephan van den Berg of Holland blazed 

• through the course-racing portion, winning 

• four of the six races. Americans Randy 
’ Ames and Scott Trudon each won a race; 

• both PBA members, Trudon was commit- 

• ted to the race while Ames decided to 
‘ withdraw from the event before the prizes 

• were awarded in hopes of avoiding the 

• fines—he would have finished 10th overall. 

After one really light-wind day, when the 

• amateurs raced a long distance event while 
' the pros read, slept, mended equipment, 

• or played golf, the wind returned. Though 
' not quite strong enough for slalom racing, 

• the amateurs got to race together with the 

• pros on the same course at the same time. 

• It made for fun (funny?) racing, with piles of 

• amateurs floundering in the water at the 

• marks while the pros threaded their way 

• through. 

It seemed that every night was another 

• party. The Nassau Beach Hotel hosted 

• endless cocktail hours, staged shows like 

• the inimitable Junkaroo, and provided 

• general good cheer. Amateurs and pros 

• alike enjoyed free use of an entire shipping 

• container of Fanatic boards and sails, which 

• were flown in just for the event. Fanatic 

• manager Ron van Oostendorf made sure 

• that everyone got the board and sail he 

• wanted while all the Fanatic Team racers 

• presented clinics on everything from fin 

• selection to course racing tactics. 

Divi Resorts and Coral World hosted the 

• final long-distance race for the amateurs, 

• while a group of pros went to play golf at the 

• new Divi Bahamas resort before ending 

• theeveningwithapartyatCoralWorld. Pro 

• sailors Jimmy Diaz and Scott Steele were 

• last seen swimming in the water hazard on 

• thn ninhth hnln InnUinn i■ l i I II 






















Most of the fleet took the starboard tack to the 
weather mark, but some found the port tack to 
their liking._ 


OABREU JONES 

The top three women pro finishers, Anick 
Graveline (in her last race before retiring to 
go back to school), Isabelle Picard-Eubank, 
and Lisa Neuburger, all racing on Fanatic 
Ultra Cats, were right in the thick of the 
men’s racing. Anick proved unbeatable 
(for the second year at this regatta), win¬ 
ning both slalom and course racing. 

Theamateurfieldof20men, 12women, 
and 20 masters, combined with the 36 
pros, added up to just the right number of 
racers to keep it competitive while still 
ensuring that everyone got in lots of racing. 
The warm sunshine, friendly locals, and 
good winds all added to the fun. 

In the end it was Paul Coutts, racing with 
five stitches in his foot from a cut he got the 
second day, who sailed away with first 
place and $10,000. He was one happy 
sailor. His second in course racing and 
fourth in slalom narrowly edged out Stephan 
van den Berg, who scored a first in course 
racing but could only manage a seventh in 
slalom. He won $8,000. Jan Boersma, 
winner of the slalom, finished third overall 
and took home $6,000. 

So despite all the early controversy, the 
regatta was a great success. The director 
of the Bahamas Ministry of Tourism prom¬ 
ised even more prize money for next year's 
event and said he wants to make this race 
one of the cornerstones of his country's 
celebration of the 500th anniversary of 
Columbus' discovery of the new world in 
1992. 

Time will tell just how the PBA will deal 
with this type of situation in the future. It is 
hoped by all concerned, including Nevin 
Sayre, who seemed truly unhappy about 
the entire situation, that things can be 
sorted out so that all the pros can enjoy the 
Bahamas hospitality, fun, sun, and wind in 
the future. Petty politics and clashing 
personalities have ruined too much in the 
past. As third-year pro Scott Trudon put it, 
“You know, if I didn't love this sport so much * 
the politics would almost make me quit. 
But coming to a place like this and having 
the chance to make some prize money 
besides really makes it worth it. I sure plan 
on returning again.” ■ 


Contributing editor Eric Sanford knows how 
to track down a good story. He'sgoestoall 
lengths ; lurking behind the marks and ter¬ 
rorizing the course in a cart. (The golf 
nm i rCP that is!) 
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ash during the Aloha Classic as Erik Aeder photographs. 













































































































After Tire 

Gold Rush: 

An Appreciative Look At 
The Great State Of California 


n f windsurfing locales were boxers, 
then pound for pound, California 
would be the heaviest hitter on the 
entire scene. With over 1,000 miles 
• of sailable coastline, San Francisco Bay, 
' and innumerable lakes, she undoubtedly 
• ranks among the top in the number of 
• windsurfing locations. 

And then there's the sheer number of 
• sailors in the Golden State; while it's nearly 
• impossible to attempt a calculation, the 
• total is definitely in the six-digit range. This 
• vast market is well serviced by numerous 
• manufacturers, an abundance of suppli- 
• ers, countless wholesalers, and literally 
• hundreds of retail outlets. 

Obviously, to depict every aspect of 
• California boardsailing within a single ar- 
• tide would be impossible, so I'm afraid I'll 
• be doing the California windsurfing scene 
• something of an injustice. For one thing, I 
* don't mention the many hot sailors at each 
• location that rightly deserve recognition. 
• For another, I'm not able to include all the 
• successful California-based windsurfing 
• companies that have made our sport what 
• it is today. What's more, there's no way I 
• can tell you about the hardworking retailers 
• who have endured the ups and downs of 
• making a living off the sport we love. 

Nonetheless, I can give you an over- 
• view of the many and varied factors that 



• TOM SERVA1S 

‘ unique. I know she deserves better. I only 
’ wish that instead of 3,000 words, I could 
' give you 30,000!. 


THE SPIRIT OF'67 


“There's gold in them thar hills!" came 

• the cry back in 1849. The discovery of this 

• glistening yellow aureate elicited a frenzy 

• amongst the early settlers. In 1967 a 

• similar cry was heard: “There’s wind on 

• thattharwater!" Althoughtheimpactofthis 

• latter vociferation didn't affect quite as many 
settlers, those who were affected were 

• sent irrevocably into a gold fever-like furor. 


• started less than 25 years ago, right here in ' 

• California. The first Windsurfer, the inaugu- ' 

• ral sail (which is rumored to have been an ’ 

• almost complete disaster), the modifica- ' 

• tions and refinements... they all took place ' 

■ on a Southern California beach. Through- ' 

■ outrecenthistory.Califomiahasbeenhome ' 

• to many innovative contrivances; the ‘ 

• Windsurfer was definitely one of them. 

• Yeah, well, we all know windsurfing was ' 

• founded in California, butitonlytookwinds ’ 

• of five or 10 knots to get Hoyle Schweitzer’s ’ 

• initial creation moving. Honestly, let's * 
address the conditions in California: Does • 
it get good? Sure, we've seen the pictures * 
and heard the “shoulda been here yester- • 
day” routines, but how good does it really * 
get? Truth is, when the coalitions in Cali- • 
fornia turn on, it can get very good; in fact, * 
it can get outrageous. 

Yet, conditions aside, the Golden State • 
is not without its idiosyncrasies and lack of • 
cohesion. To someone living in Huntington * 

• Beach, reality may be a 65-square-foot * 

■ sail, 9'3‘slalom board, and consistent 12- * 

• to 18-knot afternoon winds at Seal Beach. • 

■ On the other hand, to a resident of Santa • 

• Cruz, a 45-square-foot sail, an 8'4' asym- • 

• metrical, and 25-knot sideshore breezes at * 

• Waddell Creek are the mainstays of Cali- • 

• fornia sailing. 

Indeed, windsurfing in California re- • 
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tions offered here are as diverse as the 
many superlatives used to extol her virtues. 


THE SKINNY 


The California windsurfing scene defi¬ 
nitely stands divided. From equipment to 
attitude to everything else, several distinct 
subcultures exist among the windsurfing 
populace. There are the hardened 
surfsailors who reflect the “I wouldn’t ride a 
slalom board for a date with Vanna White- 
school of thought; the double-luff speed 
freaks who still grieve the loss of the Ponds; 
the camber-seduced slalom animals (who, 
tome.always looklike they don't get enough 
fiber in their diets); and every imaginable 
mutation within these broad categories. 

The question of who or what influences 
these individual windsurfing colonies is 
enough to drive any marketing strategist to 
drink (preferably a chilled rose' from Napa 
Valley). Keep in mind that, regardless of 
the nature of these subcultures, it's impos¬ 
sible to stereotype your typical Californian 
sailboarder—doing so would be like call¬ 
ing La Veta Madra, the California Mother 
Lode that laced the western slopes of the 
Sierra Nevada with gold for some 120 miles 
and spurred the rush of 1849, a nice nug¬ 
get—truly a gross generalization. 

A major contributing factor to California's 
predicament is that the largest population 
center in the state, Southern California, has 
quite possibly the worst windsurf ing condi¬ 
tions in the western hemisphere. (Actually, ' 
they're probably a bit better than the con- ■ 
ditions in Ohio.) Truthfully, theconditions in ' 
So Cal aren't all that bad, but they're defi- ■ 
nitely not as good as those found in other • 
regions of the state. Thus, come any given • 
weekend or holiday, a mass windsurfing • 
■ i ■■ Ji in m it nf ithprn Hal takas nlace. * 


You’d think that the intermingling of 
north and south would liberalize attitudes 
about divergent equipment preferences 
and sailing styles. Actually, from what I’ve 
observed, it's only served to strengthen 
the convictions of certain devout followers 
toward their end of the windsurfing spec¬ 
trum. This heterogeneous intermingling 
functions like salt and pepper, adding fla¬ 
vor and character to an otherwise bland 
scene. How this affects the California 
windsurfing industry, I do not know. 

What I do know is that the southern 
section of the state generally has heaps of 
potential windsurfing spots and not enough 
wind, the central section has heaps of wind 
and not enough sailing spots, while the 
northern section seems to have an appro¬ 
priate combo of both. 


DEEP SOUTH 


Even hardened anthropologists have 
never known another society to be so 
imprisoned by a small electromagnetic 
receiving box, the marine weather radio, 
as are California boardsailing aficionados. 
The mere mention of wind can spur a safari 
that requires using more gasoline in a 
weekend that your typical Bolivian family 
uses in an entire year. 

Unfortunately , more often than not, these 
wind-searching efforts aren't even re¬ 
warded (I know, because I’ve been on a 
few excursions myself), and you’re left 
facing that notorious Southern California 
teaser wind. (Let me give you some prac¬ 
tical advice: calculate the debt of afore¬ 
mentioned activities before rigging; it rarely 
pays off.) 

That’s not to say that it doesn’t blow in 
SoCal, because occasionallyIt does. Once 
in a while those fronts pushing down the 


coast have enough energy to wrap around 
‘ Point Conception and hook into the south- 
’ land. And for some unexplained reason, 
' when you do get a good day in Southern 
' Cal it seems disproportionately fun—kinda 
' like blowing all your money on the slots, 
' then just as you start contemplating an 
' appropriate mode of suicide, you hit the 
' proverbial jackpot! 

' As a rule of thumb, the farther south you 
' go, the less wind you'll find. Of course, 
' once you cross the border, the rules are 
' completely different, but that's another 
' story. However, the San Diego windsurfing 
' scene is alive and I would go so far as to 
' say it’s flourishing. The popularity of the 
' sport, which is literally dependent upon a 
' physical resource which San Diego lacks— 
' namely, wind—is the result of several fac- 
' tors. 

First, SD has a large population base 
' with a high proportion of water sports en- 

• thusiasts. Second, it has excellent flat 

• water learning areas like Mission Bay, plus 

• aggressive windsurfing school programs 

• that are offered through both the area's 

• universities and the private sector to help 

• promote the sport. Last, San Diego's close 

• proximity to muybueno windsurfing loca- 

• tions helps keep shortboards from collect- 
■ ing dust. 

Heading north, the conditions start to 

• improve as you approach Los Angeles. 

• Northern Orange county and LA county 

• are generally regarded as the epicenter of 

• the Southern Cal windsurfing scene. Al- 

• though the conditions are rarely great, it's 

• definitely the most consistent stretch of 

• coastline in the area. What the area lacks 

• in the wind department it clearly makes up 

• for in the cultural category. Where else can 

• you observe orange-haired surf punks, 

























bikinis that leave nothing to the imagina¬ 
tion, and tattoos on such unusual parts of 
the anatomy, all within the span of time it 

* takes to rig your sail? 

Seal Beach, Long Beach, and the Santa 
Monica area have spawned some of 

* California’s, if not the world’s, best sailors. 

It would be difficult to argue that the condi¬ 
tions are world class, but there's still enough 

* wind and surf for an enthusiastic sailor to 

* develop technique and flair. 

Farther north of LA, but still within the ’ 
' realm of Southern Cal, sits Ventura. The ’ 
’ locals in this area are a hostile lot, making ' 

■ Ventura a difficult spot to write about. After * 

* all, if I say too little my editor will be un- ’ 

* happy, but if I say too much, I'll probably ’ 

* receive a bomb through the mail or have ’ 
' mywetsuit laced with cholera germs! Which ’ 

* would you choose? Yeah, me too! 

Let’s just say that a particular point in ' 
’ Ventura can get good, though often over- ’ 

* crowded, yet it's still fun. It’s not the friend- * 
’ liest place in the world to sail. I mean, if the * 
' motorcycle gangs in the parking lot aren’t * 

* enough to intimidate you, I’m sure the ' 
’ shorebreak will do the trick. But I'm push- * 

* ing it giving away this much, so enough * 
’ said. 

Santa Barbara sits perched on the north- ’ 

* ernmost fringe of the Southern California * 

* basin. If the Pacific plate had tugged a little ’ 

* harder westward .Santa Barbara may have ' 
' ended up as an extension of the wind- ’ 

* swept central coast. As continental drift * 
’ has it, however, SB assumes a position * 

* inside the clasp of Point Conception, well * 
' protected from the prevailing springtime * 

* northwesterlies. 

’ If you check out the positioning of SB on * 

■ a map, you’ll quickly realize that she faces ' 

* nearly due south, a favorable position for ’ 

* seekers of sun-drenched beaches and * 

* serenity, but an awkward orientation for * 

* fanatical surfsailors. 

Ironically, Santa Barbara was home to * 
’ some of California’s original surfsailing * 

* pioneers. In fact, one of the state's most ’ 

* cohesive and influential windsurfing clubs • 
‘ was spawned off the centrally-located • 

* Ledbetter Beach, and appropriately named • 

* "Club Led." Many of Club Led's original * 

* members were hardcore surfers. The * 

* rugged individualism of its members made * 

* it hard for them to adapt to the rigid, and * 

* often mundane, functions of your typical • 

* organization. More often than not, club • 

* meetings turned into full-blown rages, * 

* carrying on late into the night. 

As an increasing number of activists * 

* entered the club, it grew from a smallish, • 

* well-defined group to a sort of governing • 

* body that encompassed the entire SB * 

* windsurfing scene. The balance of power * 

* began shifting to a more unified and com- • 

* mercial regime, with interests in the com- • 

* munity, local industry, and even tourism. • 

■ Appalled (as opposed to uphauled) by this • 

* development, many of the original mem- • 

* bers bailed, in classic surfer style, and • 

* sought sanctuary elsewhere. Today the • 
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Veteran surf photographer Tom Servais catches Mike Kenny launching off a Jalama wave. 


bureaucracies do during election days. 

Just where did the search for sanctuary ’ 
take many of the disenchanted SB sailors? * 
The answer lies ahead. 


THE CENTRAL COAST 


From Point Conception to Point Pinos, 
Central California serves as a mediator 
between north and south, asort of windsurf¬ 
ing melting pot. It's a place of free expres¬ 
sion, where deviants from the norm can 
exist with impunity from the mainstream, a 
place where eccentric concepts can be 
objectively put to the test. In a sense, 
Central Cal’s on the cutting edge of * 
windsurfing. In another sense, Central Cal * 
is a hippie that refuses to enter the high- " 
tech era of the ’80s. 


Beautiful, inspirational, awesome— 
Jalama has an aura of each. Yet, in de¬ 
scribing the 2.4-mile strip of coastline just 
north of Point Conception, the single most 
appropriate attribute is probably "gnarly"! 
Jalama is as fickle and unfriendly as Cle¬ 
opatra. An hour of filled-in pleasure is 
frequently followed by fluky, frustrating 
puffs, with an elusive hole hovering around 
the outside peak. Combine her gusty 
nature with the typically big and grinding 
surf, and you’re in for the beating of a 
lifetime. Jalama’s effortless consumption 
of board and body could be likened to 
Oprah Winfrey's polishing off hors 
d’oeuvres at a cocktail social—back be¬ 
fore she trimmed down, that is. 

In surfsailing circles, it's definitely un¬ 


cool to name a spot, let alone carry on 
about it. However, I have yet to meet an 
avid California boardsailor who hasn’t heard 
of Jalama. Truth is, many know of Jalama, 
but few have the skill, perseverance, or 
guts to deal with her. 

If there’s one thing that delineates 
Central Cal from Southern Cal it’s the no¬ 
ticeable lack of beaches. Where much of 
the southland is blessed with mile after mile 
of unobstructed sand, the central coast 
runs contrary, with much of its length 
dominated by jagged rocks and vertical 
cliffs. The trick is to find a place where 
there’s enough sand to launch and enough 
wind to power you through the surf zone. 
Pismo Beach happens to be one such 
location, but there are others. 

Depending on the conditions you prefer 
and your windsurfing level, the central coast 
may prove accommodating. The locals 
are quaint and have a certain backwoods 
charm. The industry remains immature, 
but is striving for its own identity. The 
sailing is good, but not world class. 

When it comes right down to it, the 
windsurfing scene on the central coast 
stands puissant and dignified, but it’s noth¬ 
ing compared to its big brother up north. 


UP NORTH 


Santa Cruz is the self-proclaimed mecca 
of California surfsailing, and rightly so. She 
is home to a large sector of California’s 
windsurfing industry, the state’s own 
boardsailing magazine is published in 















Santa Cruz, and from the sport's inception, 
Santa Cruz has probably seen more 
surfsailing days than any other locale in the 
Golden State. Her reputation is unscathed 
and her dues have been paid. 

When sailors talk of Santa Cruz, they 
usually mean the area within, say, a 30- 
mile radius of downtown. Thus, Waddell 
Creek and its environs can be considered 
an extension of Santa Cruz, though, tech¬ 
nically, they are separate entities. How¬ 
ever, many people unfamiliar with the area 
fail to realize that excellent sailing can be 
found within the city limits of Santa Cruz. 

If it weren’t for the typically cold water 
and sometimes precarious shorebreak, 
Santa Cruz probably would have achieved 
deity status alongside other legendary 
surfsailing spots such as Maui or Baja. 
With full suits required year round, how¬ 
ever, she sits content as a summit of West 
Coast surfsailing destinations. 

Among California’s other infamous high- 
wind surfsailing spots, including Jalama 
and Arroyo Laguna, Waddell Creek is the 
northernmost member of the sacred trinity. 
She is also the most acclaimed. There are 
published pictures of Robby Naish and 
other greats shredding her typically side- 
on peaks. Numerous contests, attracting 
world-class sailors and amateurs alike, 
have been held at Waddell. In fact, Wad¬ 
dell Creek has more or less come to repre¬ 
sent the whole of California surfsailing, 
much as Hookipa is the undisputed tyrant 
of wavesailing on Maui. 
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Unfortunately, on the global scene, 
Waddell Creek hasn’t been able to muscle 
into the limelight enjoyed by other premier 
surfsailing spots. Granted, the wind direc¬ 
tion deviates from optimal for down-the- 
line performance, being slightly on-shore 
rather than the preferred side-off direction. 
But as far as jumping goes, Waddell's right 
up there with the best of them. 

To many, Waddell Creek is the perfect 
surfsailing contest location. With six out of 
seven sailable days during April and May, 

* the conditions certainly warrant such a 

* reputation. Admittedly, it doesn’t have the 

' sunshine and glamour of Maui, but it does 

* have a population base of over two million 

* within a three-hour drive. Toalargecom- 

* pany considering sponsorship, sheer 


numbers talk. A well-publicized contest 
’ could draw in the heavyweights, adding 
much-needed clout to our sport, and all the 
ingredients necessary for a world-class 
’ event are there. 

What’s needed to successfully pull off 
' such a function is a mixture of organization 

* and professionalism, which, in the series of 
’ contests held at Waddell thus far, has yet to 
' be demonstrated. Coordinating a world- 

* class event is undoubtedly a logistical 
nightmare, but the incentive grows every 

’ day. Many believe it’s just a waiting game. 
’ One thing is for certain; in the current state 
‘ of windsurfing affairs, Waddell Creek is a 
' place before its time. 

Crossing the Golden Gate bridge on 

* the way north, the ocean-front homes and 
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mauled-over beaches are replaced by 
huge redwoods and an eerie solitude. It s 
amazing how quickly the tone changes 
from a friendly, manageable accompani¬ 
ment to a powerful, overwhelming obli¬ 
gato. North of 38 degrees latitude, 
California’s wild nature surfaces like a 
caged bear that hasn't been fed in weeks. 

After waving good-bye to the boys drag¬ 
racing along the leeward shoal of Bodega 
Bay, you’ll find yourself on your own. From 
this point northward lies a vast wilderness 
of uncharted reefs and points. The wind is 
good, but the desolation is preeminent. It’s 
rare to see another human on these North 
Coast beaches, let alone another 
boardsailor. 

When planning a North Coast journey, a 
logical destination is one of the many 
headlands that juts out from the jagged 
coastline, such as Point Arena, Mendocino 
Headland, or Point Saint George. On the 
windward side of such points the prevail¬ 
ing northwest winds and waves unleash all 
their fury. However, on the more southwest 
facing lee, the wind can be slightly side- 
shore and the surf may be rideable. 

There are no guarantees on the North 
Coast. A perfect set-up is often tainted by 
exposed reef in the surf zone or an inhos¬ 
pitably brutal launching area. The key to 
success is thorough planning, consider¬ 
able luck, and a leakproof drysuit! 


DETAILS 


The "when and where" of California 
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Topher Gaylord cruises a remote Central Coast wave. 
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coastal sailing isn’t quite as clean-cut as 
the "who and why." Conditions differ tre¬ 
mendously throughout the Golden State, 
and it’s not atypical for one spot to be shut 
off while another, just minutes away, is on 
fire. Fortunately for the sanity of many, 
some general wind patterns do exist. 

Remember, we’re talking in general 
terms; Southern Cal is most consistent in 
the summer, though the majority of epic 
days are seen in the spring, when fast- 
moving fronts push through the southland. 
Summertime thermals typically peel out at 
about 17 knots, while a good springtime 
clearing wind can easily top 25. Unfortu¬ 
nately, it’s rare to get more than two or three 
days of clearing wind in a row, while the 
summer sea breezes may blow like clock¬ 


work for a week straight. 

What destroys the late spring and 
summer wind in Southern Cal is a strong 
northwest wind hitting Central Cal. During 
such a scenario, the southland is basking 
under warm clear skies and light southeast 
to southwest winds, while the central coast 
is being plastered by hammering north¬ 
westers. Meteorologists refer to this phe¬ 
nomenon as the Catalina Eddy. Southern 
Cal sailors call it—on second thought, I'd 
better not say what they call it. 

During early spring, a low-pressure 
center typically develops around the Ari- 
zona-Nevada line. As the Pacific High 
careens into place, a strong pressure 
gradient develops between the two. The 
end result of this playful interaction is heavy 



























’ air along the northern and central coast. 

Much to the delight of Northern Cal 
' sailors, and to the dismay of their employ- 
’ ers, these strong northwest winds last from 
' March to May. The only factor that could 
’ possibly enhance the springtime consis- 
’ tency is a summertime swell. A northwest 
' wind accompanied by a northerly swell are 
notable for aerial tricks and big left-han¬ 
ders. But with the swell pushing away from 
the wind, it’s difficult to force in more than 
one or two down-the-line turns. This might 
not be a decisive factor to the recreational 
or fun sailor, but to the discriminating wave 
sailor, it’s an inexcusable malfeasance. 

A summertime south swell pushes into 
the prevailing northwest winds, creating 
quasi side-off conditions and the potential 
for an all-out frontal attack. Although the 
summertime thermals are less consistent 
than their springtime counterparts, nothing 
surpasses the rush of keying in on a feath¬ 
ering logo-high lip, knowing there’s enough 
wind to get you there and then some! If 
you’re fortunate enough to catch one with 
wind, summertime south winds are unri¬ 
valed. 

Locating many of California's premier 
coastal spots is about as hard as finding 
“GO" on a monopoly board. Most of them 
sit within view of the major coastal high¬ 
ways. If you’re unfamiliar with an area, stop 
by a gas station and pick up a map. To 
further clue you in, call the local retailers in 
the area you plan to travel and ask about 
locations, conditions, etc. 

If you plan on staying awhile, pick up an 
AAA Tour Book, or one of the many other 
California tour guides. Inside will be list¬ 
ings of attractions, accommodations, res¬ 
taurants, and campgrounds. In addition, 
alternative activities will be listed, although 
to most sailors, an alternative activity is 
riding a floater instead of an asymmetrical. 

When planning a windsurfing vacation, 
not many people consider coastal Califor¬ 
nia as a likely destination. It's too bad. 
California has a wide array of conditions, 
offering everything from smallish, rolling 
waves and mellow wind to massive, churn¬ 
ing ground swells and mazed-out blasts. It 
also has a colorful intermingling of surfer 
and sailor, migrant and magnate, protester 
and politician, recluse and starlet, each 
thriving in a society where no lifestyle is out 
of bounds. 

The easygoing attitude of California’s 
inhabitants is evident in everything from 
cuisine to fashion. The atmosphere both in 
the water and on the land is reminiscent of 
a ’50s Gidget Goes Surfing movie, or a 
boppy Beach Boys tune. Without a doubt, 
the California Republic is truly more than a 
physical state; it’s also a state of mind. ■ 


To Dean Karnazes, the California Coast is 
more than a geological formation. She’s a 
lovely lady lying in repose to await her 
suitor. Dean is more than glad to sing her 
songs ofamore'and is also sponsored by 
North Sails/Windline International. 


The “NEW LOOK” by LARRY ALLISON 



Precision craftsmanship 
featuring one-of-a-kind 
foiling machine. 



“The Ultimate Foil Battens” 

A division of Fibre Glas Fin Co. 

(Available: Floating Batten Cap) 

23112 Mariposa 
Torrance. CA 90502 1 

Phone: (213) 530-1383 
& 530-1288 

Fax 213-325-6409 

“Perfection in Direction!” 

Reader Service 132 1 
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The Ultimate In Strength To Weight Ratio 
Six Month Limited Warranty 


Coopratofatioos To 

PRO-TECH TEW RIDER 

Jan Boersma 
1988 Silver Medalist 


SANDWICH TECHNOLOGY SPECIFICATIONS 

9* @13.5 pounds 

Includes Quad Concave Bottom Shape 
Hardwood Stringer, Full Non-Skid 
Full Color Airbrush & It's Great For 
Chop Hopping. * DaKine footstraps Included 
Proven in Maui, Aruba, Florida & the Gorge 



See Our Dealer Nearest You! 


LH'E glassworks: 


3575 23rd Ave. South #107 Lake Worth, FL 33461 
(305)585-5033 
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How 


Low Can 


You Go? 


Wanna Gain a Couple of Knots on the Low 
End? These Giant Slalom Boards Let You 
Plane in the Breeze With Ease. 


BY TOM JAMES 



here used to be just one thing 
that got me out on the water with 
ashortboard: whitecaps. I didn't 
care if people were taking huge 
sails out on their shortboards to pump up 
on a plane; I always figured a longboard 
was the ticket in whitecap-free waters. It 
was a formula I'd been happy with for 
years. No whitecaps + longboard = non¬ 
planing fun. Whitecaps + shortboard = 
planing fun. 

As long as I have lived by this formula, 
it just doesn't work anymore. With the 
advent of giant slalom boards a couple 
years ago, people actually began planing 
around me while I was still longboarding— 
trying to stick with my formula. Finally, after 

tP<5tinn thic t/nnr'ft ’_i .1 


• new super-giants, I've decided to aban- 

• don the whitecap thing altogether. 

The giants are clearly divided into a few 

• groups. First are those boards that are 

• aimed at the super heavyweights—guys 

• over, say. 225 pounds. These boards 

• would be a regular-sized person's super- 

• light-air board just for planing and holding 
■ big sails. We have two boards that fit into 

• this category: the Seatrend 910 and the 

• Velocity 99. It's really amazing that boards 

• this big can still handle and feel like 

• shortboards. 

Next is the classification into which most 

• of this year’s giants fall. These are the 

• Alpha 130 F, the Hawaii Freestyle 96, the 

• O'Brien 99. the Sailboards Maui 99, and 
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boards are quite big. offering plenty of 
flotation, but they're not super-thick and 
can be handled in a wider wind range 

Finally, there are the three giants that 
aren't too big and can be sailed in approxi¬ 
mately the same amount of wind as most 
slalom boards These boards are thin, but 
they have a wide, long outline that gives 
them good planing characteristics through 
the lulls These would be the F2 Bullit, the 
Hi-Tech 96. and the Bic Astro Rock 

Some are obviously built with begin¬ 
ners in mind as well as performance sail¬ 
ors. Both the Alpha 130 and the Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii 99 have double sets of foot¬ 
straps, which generally get in the way for 
performance sailors, but they make it much 
easier for the beginner to get planing in the 
straps. The Seatrend 910 is nearly as wide 
as a stock Windsurfer, and has the stability 
to match, but all three of these boards can 
also satisfy the performance needs of most 
sailors 

What makes the whole giant slalom 
thing interesting is the question "How low 
can you go?" This year, once again, some 
manufacturers have made their giants still 
bigger, and for this, they seem to sacrifice 

lot of top-end ability for a knot or two on 
the bottom end. But when you think about 

gaining two knots on the low end will get 
you out on the water a lot more often than 
gaining 10 knots on the high end Of 
course, all of these boards get planing in at 
least 11 knots, and they allow the sailor to 
carry a big sail, but the super giants make 
nine knots a real possibility. 

Another interesting aspect to giant sla¬ 
lom boards is that small beginners can 
actually learn to sail on these boards. 
While we don’t recommend skipping the 
longboard process, with a 150-liter 
shortboard, standing, uphauling, and tack¬ 
ing are just about as easy as on a long- 
board. 

But this isn’t really what we tested the 
boards for. We looked for light-air perform¬ 
ance This means quickness to plane, • 
ease in jibing, and acceleration out of ' 
holes. 

Our test team put these boards through • 
their paces in a variety of conditions. As ’ 
soon as it hit 10 knots on those Aruban • 
mornings, we were out there with our 7.5s ’ 
jibing, jumping, tacking, and tricking, and 
we sailed these boards until about 6.0 
weather. Although some could go to even * 
smaller sails, we feel that 6.0s are about as 
small as the giants need. That's right— 


ALPHA 130 F 
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Length: 9'9* 

Width: 25- 
Volume: 133.90 
liters 

Weight: 26.42 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 268.83 
pounds Salt 
276.90 pounds 
Stiffness: 32 97 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

5314.95 psi. 
Displacement: .97' 
Construction: 

Alpha PE Comptec 
with Alpha competi¬ 
tion base 
Bottom shape: 
Double-concave 
Warranty: Five year 
limited 
Price: $625 


O’BRIEN EPOXY LITE 9.9 


Length: 910" 
Width: 23.75' 
Volume: 137.61 
liters 

Weight: 23.55 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 279.47 
pounds Salt: 

290.48 pounds 
Stiffness: 184.32 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

5,193.66 psi. 
Displacement: .78’ 
Construction: Uni¬ 
directional carbon/s- 
glass bi-axially 
sandwiched over 
polyfelt with a dual- 
chambered EPS 
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core 

Bottom Shape: 

Single-to-double 
concave 
Warranty: One 
year limited 
Price: $999 



SAILBOARDS MAUI 99 


Length: 99.5' 
Width: 22 5' 
Volume: 133.1 
liters 

Weight: 23.21 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 270.2 
pounds Salt: 278.3 
pounds 

Stiffness: 142.7 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

2,643.40 psi. 
Displacement: .44’ 

Construction: 

Molded closed-cell 
PU foam core; 
Divinycell composite 
with Kevlar/carbon 
fiber, s-glass 
sandwich wrap, and 
Iso poly resin 
Bottom Shape: 
Single-to-double 
concave 
Warranty: One 
year 

Price: $998 
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F2 BULLIT RACE 


Length: 9' 7.5’ 
Width: 23.5" 
Volume: 120 0 liters 
Weight: 21.84 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh. 242.8 
pounds Salt. 250.1 
pounds 

Stiffness: 100 7 
pounds lor 3/8’ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

5,214 psi. 
Displacement: .50 
Construction: EPS 
core wrapped in a 
matrix of glass, 
carbon, and aramid 
fibers in epoxy resin 
with ASA skin 
Bottom Shape: Tri¬ 
concave 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,150 
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SEATREND 910 


Length: 9'10* 
Width: 23.5- 
Volume: 152.51 
liters 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 312.13 
pounds Salt: 
321.50 pounds 
Stiffness: 113.43 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 
2011.28 psi. 
Displacement: .75' 
Construction: PVC 
sheet foam/ epoxy 
glass sandwich 
skin, styrene/ 
urethane core 
Bottom Shape: 
Quad-concave 
Warranty: One 
year against all 
manufacturing 
defects 
Price: $895 
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HAWAII FREESTYLE 96 


Length: 97' 

Width 24- 
Volume: 131.29 
liters 

Weight: 25.66 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 263.83 
pounds Salt: 

271.75 pounds 
Stiffness: 134.06 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

4,644.42 psi 
Displacement: .75’ 
Construction: 
Polyurethane foam 
core, molded 
honeycomb skin, 
glass and polyester 
resin 

Bottom shape: 

Quad-concave 
Warranty: 90 days 
Price: $995 
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VELOCITY 99 


Length: 99* 

Width: 24.5' 
Volume: 192.3 
liters 

Weight: 24.16 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 399.8 
pounds. Salt: 

411,8 pounds 
Stiffness: 154.40 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 
3,648.20 psi. 
Displacement: .91' 
Construction: EPS 
core with high- 
density sandwich 
construction 
Bottom Shape: 
Quin-concave to 
quad-concave 
Warranty: One 
year 

Price: $895 




HI-TECH 96 

Length: 96’ 

Width: 23- 
Volume: 115.81 
liters 

Weight: 18.86 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 236.51 
pounds Salt: 

243.61 pounds 
Stiffness: 107.12 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

3,503.21 psi. 
Displacement: .77- 
Construction: 
Multi-density foam 
core w/outer layer of 
high-density PVC 
foam; S2 laminate 
vacuum-bagged 
epoxy 

Bottom Shape: 

Quad-concave 

Warranty: One 

season 
Price: $925 
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WINDSURFING HAWAII 


Length: 99* 

Width: 24- 
Volume: 136.8 
liters 

Weight: 22.83 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 278.8 
pounds Salt: 287.2 
pounds 

Stiffness: 112.2 
pounds for 3/8- 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

2,643.40 psi. 
Displacement: .44 
Construction: 
Double-sandwich 
EPS foam with 6mm 
Divinycell epoxy 
skin 

Bottom Shape: 

Panel V with double¬ 
concave center 

Warranty: One 

year 

Price: $1,050 
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ALPHA 130 F 


¥ 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

he 130 F has a classic Euro-fun 
board shape, with enough volume 
for easy uphauling. The double 
concave on the underwater side 
makes it accelerate easily and provides 
excellent control. The Alpha 130 F is 
great for inland waters, coastal seas, and 
makes the step up to the funboard class 
simple and easy. The Alpha 130 F is a 
high-performance board that’s easy on 
the wallet. 

TESTERS' COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.3 to 7.0. 

Tania Hendrick: I really like this board 
It's quick to plane and stays on a plane, 
was surprised that I could keep planing 
through lulls for a long time, because the 
board is pretty heavy. It's comfortable to 
sail and just trucks along; it isn't jarring at 
all. It is pretty easy to jibe, and it's really 
easy to do a sub-planing jibe. It goes 
upwind well and is easy to tack and 
uphaul. It's very stable, giving it great 
potential for beginners. 

Tina Baylis: This large recreational 
board doesn't pop up on a plane too early 
for me, but it goes for a long time without 
dropping off a plane. The strap place¬ 
ment is good and both sets can be used 
depending on the wind's strength. 
Smooth, long jibes are easy to perform, 
but it's tough to plane through short- 
radius turns. The 130 is stable and goes 
upwind well even with its plastic fin, so it 
would be great for a recreational sailor. 
For learning to shortboard, it’s great, but 
it may be a little too heavy for advanced 
sailors to love. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 8.0. 

Jerry Percival: To me, this board offers 
reasonable performance for a recrea¬ 
tional sailor. It’s super stable and you can 
walk all over it. It performs long jibes well, 
has a moderate top-end speed, and is 
relatively easy to get planing. The board 
feels heavy and is sluggish through chop. 

It almost feels as though it wants to stop 
when it hits a piece of chop. It's bow is 
large and its bottom curve comes way _ 
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ALPHA 130F 


Best Features: 


Worst Feature: 
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back to the hip of the board, which may 
cause some of its performance problems 
in chop. It's a little sluggish, but it's still a 
good recreational board. 

Tern Berkstresser: This is a very large, 
stable board, but it still has fair speed. It 
never really cuts loose and smokes and 
always seems to be holding back. It takes 
quite a bit of rider input to get this board 
to turn, but once you get it started, it turns 
smoothly. I had a hard time getting the 
board on its leeward rail because the 
deck is too flat. The board feels heavy 
and responds a little sluggishly. I could 
make it go pretty fast, but I had to work. It 
should be a fun recreational board for 
someone learning to jibe or waterstart. 
Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.5 to 7.5. 

Trevor Baylis: This board has good 
speed and really smooth acceleration. It 
easily glides through light spots and, in 
general, it's super predictable. It is very 
stable for uphauling, but there are too 
many straps. Going upwind, this board is 
too fast, mainly due to its inferior skeg, 
going through chop, this board feels 
cool—it has a non-jarring, Cadillac ride, 
a big guy in moderate air, this is quite 
good board. 

>at Dougherty: The 130 F’s speed is 
but not outstanding; its jibes are 
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is a big board, but with a 7.2. it does 
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Overall, this board seems to do its job 
very well. It is big and stable and we all 
felt that it is fairly fun to sail. This board 
doesn't get up on a plane too early for its 
size, undoubtedly due to its high weight- 
-26.4 pounds. However, as a board for a 
beginning shortboarder who isn't going 
to see a lot of winds over 18 knots, this 
board is very practical. 

It has a lot of nose area in front of the 
mast track, so it is exceptionally stable to 
tack and uphaul. This also makes the 130 
excellent for learning tricks. It’s easy to 
get into the straps, even at low speeds, 
because the track is back and the for¬ 
ward set of straps are well-placed. Our 
tests show its durability as one of the 
highest in the test, so it should be a 
carefree and fun board to sail. The 130 F 
doesn’t have the speed to be raced in 
light air, but for fun, recreational sailing, it 
is a very good choice. Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 99' 

Width: 25’ 

Volume: 133.90 liters 

Weight: 26.42 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 268.83 pounds 

Salt: 276.90 pounds 

Stiffness: 32.97 pounds for 3/8’ 

deflection 

Impact resistance: 5314.95 psi. 
Displacement: .97' 

Construction: Alpha PE Comptec with 
Alpha competition base 
Bottom shape: Double-concave 
Warranty: Five year limited 
Price: $625 
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BIC ASTRO 


ROCK 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 


U, pj he Astro Rock is a light-air slalom 
board based on the designs that 
Stephan van den Berg uses on the 
international race circuit. The 
Astro Rock has excellent stability, planes 
quickly, and tracks cleanly. It’s a com¬ 
petitive light-air slalom board that pro¬ 
vides speed, performance, and control in 
even the toughest conditions. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.5 to 6 5. 

Tania Hendrick: I really like the way this 
board jibes. I could set a rail and the 
board would just torque around and 
come out planing. You can learn to jibe 
on the Astro Rock, it’s pretty quick to 
plane, and it’s excellent going upwind. 
This is definitely a fun board for someone 
my size because it feels a little shorter 
than other boards with this much flotation 
and stability. It’s a little jarring in chop; in 
big chop, it bounces and is difficult to 
control. This is a good, intermediate¬ 
sized board. 

Tina Baylis: For a big board, the Rock 
accelerates really well, feels fast, and is a 
fun jiber. I could push on the rail and it 
would do a predictable jibe that was easy 
to plane out of. The rails are thick and 
boxy, so the board was pretty good 
upwind, but in chop, it bounced. The 
Bic's width makes it very stable, and it's 
good for tacking and tricks. This is a 
good, thick, light-air slalom board. 
Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.0. 

Jerry Percival: This board is stable and 
floaty, and with’such thick rails, it almost 
seemed like a performance course 
board. Its rail-to-rail transitions aren’t its 
best feature, but you can get this board 
moving pretty fast and it planes fairly 
early. For a person into light-air sailing, 
this is a very comfortable board. For me, 
the non-skid is a bit on the slippery side, 
but the straps are comfortable and nicely 
placed. At my weight, I feel a 6.4 sail is 
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BICASTF 

10 ROCK 

Best Features: 

Ease of jibing 
Quickness 

Worst Feature: 

Light-air planing 


' optimal for having fun on this board. 

Tem Berkstresser: The second I 
' hopped on this board I could tell it was 
smooth and stable. It does not want to 
carve tight-radius turns, but you can't 
miss on wide turns. The Bic will take you 
right through a jibe in a smooth, drawn- 
out arc. I thought this board was good 
upwind, fun in chop, and easy to jump. I 
’ was surprised at its speed, and I feel it’s 
a very good cruiser for someone of my 
weight. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.5. 

Trevor Baylis: I give this board an “A 
plus” on everything but top-end speed. If 
it were gusty 5.9 weather, and you were in 
a race where you had to turn and accel¬ 
erate a lot, this would be a great board. 
It's too wide to go really fast, but it jibes 
and glides great. It blew my mind that I 
had such a good time on this board. It 
makes you look good in the turns, feels 
good upwind, and since the bottom is 
relatively flat, it is good for chop hops. 
This board is very raceable in the produc¬ 
tion class. 

Pat Dougherty: The Bic Astro Rock has 
a good top-end and it jibes very well. This 
board initiates turns easily because it 
responds well to foot pressure. It has 
good straps, a nice deck, good stability, 
it's good upwind, it's pretty good getting 
onto a plane, and it's surprisingly nimble. 
It is stiff, and I chop-hopped the heck out 
of the thing. The Rock is at the high end 
of recreational boards. 

SUMMARY: 

This new slalom board firmly estab¬ 
lishes Bic as a top contender in the per¬ 
formance category. The company's 
shapes have always been in the ball park, 
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finbox, and footstraps, Bic’s componen¬ 
try is as good as anything out there. As a 
giant slalom board, the Rock is relatively 
small. We measured it at slightly under 
9'6", and it has only 126 liters of volume, 
but it is light, wide, and has thick rails, so 
it’s stable and fairly buoyant. 

The outline of this round pin design is 
very curvy, and therefore easy to jibe. 
The heavyweights especially enjoyed it 
because they were not hampered by the 
thickness of its rails. This board has a 
high volume-to-weight ratio, adequate 
stiffness, and good impact resistance, 
although the skin is not too elastic, with a 
low displacement rating. Overall, we feel 
this is one of those boards that does 
everything a giant slalom board should. 
It is stable, good for beginners, easy to 
jibe, quick to plane, and it has good 
enough speed and acceleration for 
someone to grow into and even race. It’s 
an excellent performance board with a 
wide wind range. Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'6" 

Width: 24- 

Volume: 126.09 liters 

Weight: 22.41 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 255.61 pounds 

Salt: 263.28 pounds 

Stiffness: 101.35 pounds for 3/8* 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 5,158.41 psi. 
Displacement: .63- 

Construction: ACEtec carbon/Kevlar— 
preshaped EPS core wrapped in carbon 
and Kevlar integrated glass, epoxy resin 
and ASA skin 

Bottom Shape: Quadro-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $899 
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F2 BULLIT 
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MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

he Bullit Race is a light- to medium- 
air slalom board with a triple¬ 
concave bottom to promote early 
planing Longitudinal aramid 
(Kevlar) laminates stiffen the hull to a 
degree not previously found in composite 
construction, giving the board an amaz¬ 
ing top-end speed. 

TESTERS' COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range 5.5 to 7.0. 

Tania Hendrick: I like the way this board 
stays flat on the water for a smooth, fast 
ride. In moderate winds, the board pops 
up on a plane really early, and is very fast 
off the wind. I had a hard time getting the 
board to do a tight jibe, but it feels light for 
its size and is easy to uphaul. The deck 
is incredibly nice, but the footstraps are 
set too far apart for me. 

Tina Baylis: This is an enjoyable board. 
It is fairly quick to plane, and once up, it 
keeps planing incredibly well. It has a 
nice, stable ride and has a good, stiff, 
clean construction. I didn’t feel it did a 
short turn well, but long jibes are good. 
This board seems best suited for trucking 
quickly along in a straight line. The deck 
is super comfortable. I had a fun time on 
this board, and it accelerates well enough 
to be raceable. 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.0. 

‘ Jerry Percival: This board is smooth and 
' stable, and jibes are predictable, 

' smooth, and fast. Acceleration is excel- 
' lent, but I don't think the top-end speed is 
' exceptional. I like the deck shape and the 
' dropped heel area provides great lever- 

• age for enhanced performance. It carves 

• long-radius jibes with good speed and 

• the board is really stable, even though it 

• doesn't have much volume. This makes 

• it optimum for high-performance recrea- 

• tional sailors who sail a lot in lighter winds. 

• I had a good time on this board. 

• TemBerkstresser: TheBullitisveryquick 
’ to plane. It has a good, stable feel, but still 


’ responds to rider input It is great on 
| medium to long jibes. I thought it held 
' incredible speed through wide turns—it 
’ comes out planing as well as anything, 
' although tight turns are not its forte. I 
| really liked the dropped heel area on the 
' deck. It was super comfortable and great 
' for driving the board upwind through 
' chop. This board just blasts through lulls 
and should be a great light-air slalom 
; board. I had a blast on the Bullit. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom- 
' mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.0. 

' Trevor Baylis: The F2 Bullit Race is a 
' great moderate-air slalom board. On 
' both a close and broad reach it has good 
' speed, and on medium and long jibes, it 
' turns nicely. The board feels really stable 
' and accelerates well. It is good all 
' around. Its big footprint and thin rails 
' allow it to cruise through lulls. On a good, 
' drawn-out course, this board is raceable. 

' Upwind it seems fast, but it bogs down in 
' chop. The deck and straps are really 
' comfortable, and overall, it feels really 
' quick. This is a Cadillac cruiser for 
' moderate winds. 

Pat Dougherty: For a big board, the Bullit 


Best Features: 
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Worst Feature: 

Tinht-rariius jibes 


ougherty: Foi 

Race is fairly fast, especially in smooth 


water. In the bumps, the board feels a 
little big. Once you get wound up, it 
cruises through lulls and jibes well. I 
could fly out of medium-radius turns. The 
deck dents felt nice, but they were too 
small for my feet. The board doesn t jump 
onto a plane, but in moderate winds, it s 
raceable. This board can accommodate 
a broad range of abilities. 

S °This board's design'S almosU year 

old, but its performance mo th 
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the Bullit Race: acceleration and the 
ability to plane through lulls The board is 
quite remarkable in those repects. 

Once planing, it never seems to come 
off a plane—even going through lulls. In 
gusts, though, the board takes off like— 
well, like a bullet. These features make 
the Bullit Race extremely attractive for the 
racer in moderate winds, but also give 
the recreational sailor more planing time 
per session. 

The board does not have a lot of 
volume for a giant slalom, so it didn't 
plane quickly for our heavyweights, but it 
got the light- and medium-weights up 
before other boards with more volume. 
This board also maintains control in 
higher winds because it is so thin. 

The Bullit Race lacks only in its short- 
radius turning ability, but in wide-radius 
turns, it's easy to come flying out of turns. 
We really like this board’s performance 
and recommend it to anyone as a light- to 
moderate-air board. Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9' 7.5- 
Width: 23.5" 

Volume: 120.0 liters 

Weight: 21.84 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 242.8 pounds 

Salt: 250.1 pounds 

Stiffness: 100.7 pounds for 3/8- 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 5,214 psi. 
Displacement: .50- 

Construction: EPS core wrapped in a 
matrix of glass, carbon, and aramid fibers 
in epoxy resin with ASA skin 
Bottom Shape: Tri-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1*150 
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HAWAII 
FREESTYLE 96 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

I J his is a high-volume quad-slalom 
1 | designed for light winds or heavier 
sailors. The Freestyle 96 still jibes 
B and rides like a shorter board, but 
is useful in a wide range of wind condi¬ 
tions. 

TESTERS' COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.7 to 7.0. 

Tania Hendrick: The 96 feels heavy, but 
it gets up on a plane pretty quickly. It's not 
too fast and it falls off plane fairly quickly 
in lulls. It jibes okay, unless you try to 
force it into a radius that’s too tight, but it's 
really good at jibing in light air. The rails 
are tucked and not catchy at all, but the 
non-skid is just too rough. The 96 goes 
upwind well and just plows over chop. I 
could go out in a steady 15 knots and 
have a good time on this board, but it 
needs to shed some pounds. 

Tina Baylis: This board is average all 
around. It isn't overly exciting, but it’s not 
bad. It's very heavy and therefore lacks 
responsiveness. It jibes well, but near the 
ends of turns you have to pull it around a 
little. The tail is wide, so the 96 is really 
stable. It planes, goes upwind, and goes 
through chop pretty well. It's too heavy 
and the non-skid is rough. Otherwise, this 
board feels solid and durable. 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.7 to 7.0. 

Jerry Percival: This board is somewhat 
sluggish. It feels heavy in the water, but 
has good rail-to-rail performance, and 
holds well in jibes. The board does eve¬ 
rything asked of it, but never really cuts 
loose. For its size, it doesn't plane up too 
early, but it does okay. It has a solid, 
pounding feel in chop and is comfortable 
to sail. The deck is harsh, but the board 
is easy to uphaul and fairly stable. 

Tern Berkstresser: This board feels 
smooth, heavy, and solid. It's only aver¬ 
age getting on a plane. This board would 
get up and go when powered, but its top- 
end speed is only average. It jibes pre¬ 
dictably, but smoothly, and initiates turns 
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EESTYLE 96 

Best Feature: 

Worst Features: 

Predictability 

Sluggishness 

Weight 
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easily. It doesn't maintain speed well 
through jibes, but it might be good to 
learn to jibe on, since turning doesn't take 
much effort. I had fun when powered, 
and tacking and staoility are no problem. 
The deck and straps are okay and I didn't 
mind the rough deck. It is a "flowy" 
board—sailing it feels like running a 
butter knife through honey. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.5 to 6.7. 

Trevor Baylis: This is a respectable 
board in almost every way. It feels me¬ 
dium-fast, fairly comfortable to sail, and 
jibes smoothly, but it is heavy and slug¬ 
gish. It has difficulty going upwind, pos¬ 
sibly due to its tucked rails, but it really 
isn't too bad to sail. It's just a little too 
heavy to be really fun. 

Pat Dougherty: The Hawaii Freestyle 
performs all the usual functions of a sla¬ 
lom board, but it isn’t that exciting to ride. 
I could get it going pretty well, yet it didn't 
have any zing. The ride is pretty predict¬ 
able and comfortable, but performance is 
not stellar. It might be okay for a recrea¬ 
tional sailor, but our test board, with its 
raked-back Angulo flowbar fin, didn't 
perform well upwind, and my 6.4 made it 
sinky. It's heavy, so it has a narrow range, 
and it seems to have too much rail tuck to 
offer a really crisp ride. 

SUMMARY: 

To most people, Hawaii Freestyle is a 
new name, but to sailors in Southern 
California, the Delta, and the Gorge, the 
name is synonymous with high-quality 
custom boards. However, this is the 
company's first year making production 
boards, and they seem plagued with a 


down their boards' weight. Due to the 
96's heavy weight, the only word we 
could muster in the review is ''average." 

No one felt the board performed 
poorly, and we were actually surprised 
that a board of this weight could plane as 
quickly as it did, but the weight kicked in 
going through lulls and the board simply 
does not glide. We tested the board with 
a raked-back, slotted fin that our heavy¬ 
weights found especially lacking in up¬ 
wind ability. A more vertical fin would 
enhance the board's upwind ability, but 
for a giant slalom board, the 96's rails are 
too “surfy." This extra tuck is possibly 
what gives the board the ease in turning 
that we appreciated, but with sharper, 
harder rails, it might have the zing and 
zest we were looking for. It would make a 
functional board for the recreational 
sailor, but it’s not a great light-air board. 
Three thumbs up, three neutral. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'7‘ 

Width: 24- 

Volume: 131.29 liters 

Weight: 25.66 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 263.83 pounds 

Salt: 271.75 pounds 

Stiffness: 134.06 pounds for 3/8" 

deflection 

Impact resistance: 4,644.42 psi. 
Displacement: .75- 

Construction: Polyurethane foam core, 
molded honeycomb skin, glass and 
polyester resin 

Bottom shape: Quad-concave 

Warranty: 90 days 
Price: $995 
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HI-TECH 96 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

i _| he Hi-Tech 96’s quad-concave 
bottom shape gives it exceptional 
responsiveness and provides ex- 
J tremely quick acceleration and 
predictable jibing at all speeds. Its rocker 
line has been tested in a wide variety of 
conditions and offers unlimited top-end 
speed. It's the best value on the market 
today. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range- 5.9 to 7.0. 

Tania Hendrick: This board is super 
sensitive and reacted to my every move¬ 
ment as if it were a lot smaller. It’s thin 
enough to respond, yet it’s still stable and 
would help a beginner develop good 
habits. I liked its large-radius jibes best, 
but it was also fun to spin it around on the 
tail. The 96 goes upwind really well when 
it's planing. 

Tina Baylis: This board is fast and does 
nice, smooth, long-arcing jibes, but you 
need to push on the rail to really get it 
around. I couldn’t get it to do a great high¬ 
speed jibe, but I don't think I weigh 
enough to maximize its performance. It’s 
smooth, fun in light air, quick to plane, and 
stays on a plane well. It's definitely a high- 
performance board, and more advanced 
sailors will appreciate it most, but it’s a 
good board for anyone. 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.0. 

Jerry Percival: This board offers real 
performance for a 9'6". It feels much 
shorter than it is because it has such 
good rail-to-rail performance. The Hi¬ 
Tech also accelerates well for its size. I 
could step right out of a jibe onto a plane. 
This board is definitely raceable, as it 
feels fast and responsive, and pops right 
up on a plane. For a maneuverable 
board, it’s really stable and jibes sweet. I 
could pull off any kind of turn with no 
problem. This is a great board for lighter 
winds—especially when using some¬ 
thing bigger than a 6.0. 

Tem Berkstresser: The Hi-Tech 96 is 
super responsive and fast. Its top-end 
feels limitless in big puffs, but it still offers 
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Best Features: 

Overall performance 
Top-end speed 
Responsiveness 

Worst Feature: 

Durability 





early planing. This board has a great 
range, with especially good control in 
high winds. It didn't really motor upwind, 
but we sailed it with a raked-back fin, so 
that may have held it back. It was great on 
the turns, too. I could change the radius 
mid-jibe and still stay in control. This 
board is perfectly proportioned for my 
7.0, but for smaller sails with shorter 
booms, the track could be moved farther 
back. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range; 5.3 to 7.0. 

Trevor Baylis: This board is super com¬ 
fortable to sail fast. On drawn-out jibes, 
it's a happening board, but it didn't want 
to do short-radius jibes too well. This 
board is steady, predictable, and easy to 
sail, yet it's still performance-oriented 
enough to be really raceable. I thought 
the mast track was set too far forward for 
running sails as small as this board can 
handle. It's comfortable to sail because 
the rails have a good tuck and almost 
never catch. It's great all around, but 
especially in light air. 

Pat Dougherty: The 96 does everything 
right. It's comfortable at high speeds and 
predictable when you cram it into jibes. 
It's good all around: easy to plane, accel¬ 
erates well, goes upwind well, and glides 
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giant slalom boards on the market, found 
the Hi-Tech stable and easy to sail. Our 
larger sailors consider the board a bullet, 
sweeping many of the performance cate¬ 
gories. When using smaller sails, a few of 
the testers would have liked the mast 
track placed farther back, but in 6.0 to 7.0 
ranges, it was perfectly placed. 

The 96's performance is due, in part, 
to its rails, which are comparatively thin 
and tucked, and give it excellent rail-to- 
rail movement. Also, our 96 weighed in at 
under 19 pounds, five to 10 pounds 
lighter than the bigger boards in the test, 
and acceleration and speed were greatly 
enhanced as a result. 

The only questionable category on 
this otherwise impeccable board is dura¬ 
bility. We sailed it for only two weeks, but 
the board displayed compression dents 
from jump jibes and chop hops. Tests 
confirm that it has a low impact resis¬ 
tance. Overall, it’s an excellent per¬ 
former. Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'6 - 

Width: 23- 

Volume: 115.81 liters 

Weight: 18.86 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 236.51 pounds 

Salt: 243.61 

Stiffness: 107.12 pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 

Impact resistance: 3,503.21 psi. 
Displacement: .77" 

Construction: Multi-density foam core 
w/outer layer of high-density PVC foam; 
S2 laminate vacuum-bagged epoxy 
Bottom Shape: Quad-concave 
Warranty: One season 
Price: $925 
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O’BRIEN 
ELS 9.9 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 


L, ,J he Epoxy Lite 9.9 planes quickly 
and maneuvers like a nine-footer. 
It has a very broad range for a 
J giant slalom board and its stability 
and responsiveness make it the perfect 
first shortboard for those sailing in moder¬ 
ate winds. It also comfortably handles 
winds exceeding 22 knots The custom- 
board construction of the board puts it in 
a class above all other production 
boards 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 


Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range 5 0 to 7.0 
Tania Hendrick: This board didn’t jump 
on a plane too quickly, and it falls off in the 
lulls, but once going, it moves fairly well. 
It jibes well and has excellent stability at 
rest It’s nice when planing, goes upwind 
really well, and is comfortable in chop. 
For me, it's fun primarily in 12 to 15 knots 
using a 6 0, but it should be good to learn 
on because it is both easy to jibe and 
stable. Overall, it’s a little heavy, but it's 
fun to sail, easy to turn, and good for 
learning. 

Tina Baylis: While its speed seems only 
average when planing, this board accel¬ 
erates well in the gusts, but slows down 
too early in the lulls. It jibes pretty well, but 
I found it hard to come out of turns plan¬ 
ing. It is a big, stable board, but in a chop, 
it rocks mildly. It may be good as first¬ 
time shortboard, but it's not a super light- 
air board. 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.5. 

Jerry Percival: I liked this board. It is 
very stable, with full volume, but it has a 
surprisingly responsive feel. The foot¬ 
straps are well placed and very comfort¬ 
able. O’Brien's footpads were soft and 
grippy and felt great on sore feet. This 
board is easy to tack and jibes are really 
nice. You could go in powered, flip the 
sail early, and glide right through the turn. 
It is comfortably fast, but it doesn't really 
have competitive speed, and isn't quick 
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IXY LITE 9.9 

Best Features: 

Responsiveness 

Construction 

Pinbil‘1 

Worst Feature: 

Planing through 
jibes 
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to plane. With a good fin, this board has 
a great wind range It deals with chop 
pretty well, and in general, this board 
provides a good time. 

Tem Berkstresser: The O’Brien feels 
fairly responsive, even though it has a 
heavy, solid feel, and makes good rail-to- 
rail transitions. It has good speed, jibes 
well, is better than average for planing 
through lulls, and is super stable when 
uphauling and tacking. The deck dome 
and strap positioning are good, and the 
narrow strap is set up well for light-air per¬ 
formance. Upwind, this board is only fair 
and needs a really big fin. The general 
feel of this board is fairly responsive, yet 
solid. It's a fun recreational board even 
though its top-end speed isn’t outstand¬ 
ing. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds: Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.5 to 7.5. 

Trevor Baylis: This is a good all-around 
play board that offers good control and 
steady performance. In flat water, it 
ripped jibes, but in chop, you have to 
push it around a lot harder. It is hard to 
come out of turns with speed, though. To 
plane out of jibes, you either need really 
flat water or you have to work pretty hard. 
It zipped upwind with the prototype 
pointer fin, but it wasn't too hot with the 
standard trap fin. I had a hard time 
gliding through light spots on the O'Brien, 
but it's a good all-around play board. 

Pat Dougherty: The O'Brien 9.9 is 
smooth and fast, and does everything 
pretty well overall, but it doesn’t hold its 
speed through jibes. It is a very predict¬ 
able board, and is really stable and com¬ 
fortable in chop. At first I had problems 
getting this board upwind, but changing 
the fin helped a lot. This board is pretty 
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SUMMARY: 

This board looks huge, but it’s surpris¬ 
ingly sailable. The only category in which 
this board doesn’t fare too well is in plan¬ 
ing out of jibes; half our testers found this 
difficult. Other than that, the 9.9 is a fairly 
responsive, well-mannered board. 

Its graphics are stunning, and its 
construction may be the finest in the tests. 
The finish work is excellent and the 
O’Brien straps are among the finest we’ve 
seen. The board weighs in at a moderate 
23.5 pounds, but its impact resistance is 
excellent, and it’s incredibly stiff. 

The 9.9’s rails are fairly tucked, so this 
board seems very fin-dependent. We 
preferred using a prototype pointer fin, 
which O’Brien says is going into produc¬ 
tion over both their slotted and non-slot- 
ted standard fins. We recommend this 
board to virtually any recreational sailor 
because it's easy to sail and can handle 
a fairly wide range of conditions. Five 
thumbs up, one neutral. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'10’ 

Width: 23.75' 

Volume: 137.61 liters 

Weight: 23.55 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 279.47 pounds 

Sail: 290.48 pounds 

Stiffness: 184.32 pounds for 3/8* 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 5,193.66 psi. 
Displacement: .78’ 

Construction: Uni-directional carbon/s- 
glass bi-axially sandwiched over polyfelt 
with a dual-chambered EPS core 
Bottom Shape: Single-to-double con¬ 
cave 

Warranty: One year limited 
Price: $999 
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strutted Their giant slalom model, the 
99, is long, wide, and thin, so itcan handle 
a wide range of wind conditions, espe¬ 
cially for medium- and heavyweights. 
Our lightweights found its range most 
comfortable with larger sails. 

We all enjoyed this board's smooth, 
predictable performance. This is an 
excellent first shortboard for medium to 
lightweights, yet the 99 has a high-per¬ 
formance feel you can easily grow into. 
The straps are set forward, and getting 
upwind is no problem on this board— 
even with the swept-back fin we used. 

Thin boards usually don't test for ade¬ 
quate stiffness at this length, but the 99 is 
one of our stiffest—a testament to Sail¬ 
boards Maui's construction techniques. 
Unfortunately, its impact resistance is 
low, and the ding displacement is as low 
as we've seen. Otherwise, the board is 
good for all sailors in a variety of winds. 
Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 99.5' 

Width: 22.5' 

Volume: 133.1 liters 

Weight: 23.21 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 270.2 pounds 

Salt: 278.3 pounds 

Stiffness: 142.7 pounds for 3/8" 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 2,643.40 psi. 

Displacement: .44" 

Construction: Molded closed-cell PU 
foam core; Divinycell composite with 
Kevlar/carbon fiber, s-glass sandwich 
wrap, and Iso poly resin 
Bottom Shape: Single-to-double con¬ 
cave 

Warranty: One year 
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SAILBOARDS 
MAUI 99 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

he Sailboards Maui 99 is a per¬ 
formance board for high-air slalom 
or transition-level sailors. Forward 
planing surfaces on the 99 lift it to 
a plane quickly and the double-concave 
transition provides continuous water 
acceleration. The result is a high-per¬ 
formance slalom board that excels in light 
winds. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.7 to 7.0. 

Tania Hendrick: I really like the way this 
board goes through the water. It is very 
forgiving, and has a steady smooth ride, 
partly because its straps are set far for¬ 
ward. This also helps it do smooth jibes 
when powered. You feel like you're al¬ 
ways in control on this board. I thought it 
was great upwind. It's a good recrea¬ 
tional weekend board because it's good 
in both light air and in moderate winds. 
Tina Baylis: For a 99, the Sailboards 
Maui feels pretty small because it is still 
isponsive. It has fairly thin rails, but a 
ide enough tail to keep someone my 
ze easily afloat in all situations. The 
ability of this board is excellent. I 
.nought it went upwind really well, and 
would be great for destination sailing. It 
moves along smoothly in moderate winds 
and jibes nicely. I think it is a great board 
for someone to get into shortboarding. 
Weight: 155 to 175 pounds: Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.5. 

Jerry Percival: This is a good all-around 
recreational to advanced board. It 
doesn’t have too many competitive quali¬ 
ties, but it's very big and comfortable. It 
is fairly stable, and the strap positions are 
dialed in for comfortable recreational 
sailing. It's only average at planing, but 
it's a fun board for its size and has a solid 
feel. Its top-end speed is limited by its 
forward strap placement, but it jibes very 
well, and it's easy to accelerate out of 
turns. This board falls right between an 
intermediate and advanced design. It is 


SAILBOARDS MAUI 99 

Best Features: 

Worst Feature: 

All-around performance 

Impact 

Smooth jibing 

resistance 


smooth, somewhat forgiving, and it has a 
’ great range 

. Tern Berkstresser: The 99 has impres- 
sive speed for its size. It has a nice, tight 
’ feel to it, but the deck is extremely harsh. 
’ Off the wind, this board is fast, and jibes 
’ are fairly smooth, although they have a 
| long radius, which is expected with such 
a long board. It has a lot of volume, but it’s 
’ not super-floaty for its length. Stability is 
’ only average, but it seems to come up on 
’ a plane pretty well. It doesn't go through 
’ lulls too well and it definitely pounds in 
| chop. It is easy to jibe, and it doesn't take 
’ too much effort to get it performing. It's a 
’ good, fun giant slalom board. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom- 
] mended sail range: 5.3 to 7.5. 

’ TrevorBaylis: Sailboards Maui took a 99 
' and made it fun to sail. It has a gunny, 

' tapered outline and jibes great at high 
' speeds. This would be a cool board for 
‘ abigguy. I could go pretty well, but didn’t 
' really glide through light spots. It's good 
' for limping out to a wind line, having a 
' good time, and limping back in. It’s really 
' a comfortable board that sails great in 
' about 15 to 20 knots. 

' Pat Dougherty: This board is not too 
' floaty, so the beginning heavyweight 
' shortboarder might shy away from it, but 
' intermediates will love it. It performs well 
' for its size, it's pretty light, and it responds 
' to pumping. It accelerates well and it's 
' the kind of board that could work well in 
' any conditions. The more I sailed it, the 
' more I liked it. 

SUMMARY: 

Sailboards Maui, one of the original 
high-performance custom board mak¬ 
ers, is finally in full production-board 
swing, and from all indications, its boards 
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SEATREND 

910 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

* L 1 his full-floating slalom board is for 
the sailor making the transition to 

V shortboards, the larger sailor who 

* LI needs more flotation and earlier 

* planing, or any sailor who sails primarily 

* in light air. The 910’s design has all the 

* attributes of a world-class slalom shape, 

* but it is scaled up in size and volume 

* TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 


' Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom- 

• mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.0. 

• Tania Hendrick: This board is a giant for 

• me, but it's one of the best. I could crank 

• a hard jibe, the board sails fast, it's super 

• easy to get up on a plane, and it can even 

• do snap jibes. Obviously, it’s very stable 

• because it's huge, but it doesn’t feel ali 

• that big once it is planing. This is a giant 

• that I could go out on when conditions are 

• too light for everyone else. It stays plan- 

• mg through lulls and it’s excellent in puffy 

• conditions. I would recommend this 

• board for everyone from beginners learn- 

• ing to uphaul to advanced sailors who 

• want light-air fun. 

• Tina Baylis: This is a large gliding ma- 

• chine. It gets up early and maintains 

• speed through lulls. It’s surprisingly fast 

• for such a big board, and doesn’t in- 

• stantly feel as though it’s topping out. 

• Jibes are very smooth—-it maintains 

• speed through them with no problem. 

• This is one of the best giants. 

• Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom- 

• mended sail range: 5.7 to 8.0. 

’ Jerry Percival: TheSeatrend910hasa 

• really good top-end for a board of its size. 

• It is actually fast. It stays on plane fairly 

• well, is really stable, has lots of volume, 

• and has a fairly flat deck, so you can walk 

• all over it. In higher winds, the waterline 

• moves far enough back that the big nose 

• doesn’t pound too much in the chop. This 

• is a really stable jibing board that makes 

• it easy to maintain speed through turns. I 

• could push the 910 upwind pretty well, 

• and its overall feel and performance is 

• really good. The plastic on the footstraps 


SEATREND 910 

Best Features: 

Worst Feature: 

Coasts through lulls 

Footstrap position¬ 

Stability 

ing for middle- 

All-around sailahiiiiv 
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sticks out. and they’re set too narrow for 
wide feet, but the 910 is a comfortable, 
floaty big board. 

Tem Berkstresser: This board seems to 
pop up on a plane really early, and it has 
a good, responsive feel. It performs a 
racy, carving type of jibe, planes through 
jibes well, and has excellent stability. You 
could walk all over this board—the deck 
is great but the straps are too narrow. 
Upwind, this board is good when pow¬ 
ered, and it handles chop well. It has a 
responsive feel and just coasts through 
lulls. It’s a fun board that's not too big to 
handle. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.7 to 9.0. 

Trevor Baylis: Considering its high vol¬ 
ume, this board feels remarkably zippy. 
It’s a piece of cake to uphaul, is easy to 
get planing, and feels fine on the jibes. It 
is even fun to jump. This board will make 
a bigger guy feel competitive even in light 
winds. It is long and square and has 
square rails, so it gets upwind pretty well. 
It’s a great board for light conditions. 

Pat Dougherty: This board is surpris¬ 
ingly fast. In offshore conditions, or on a 
down-winder, this board is great. It would 
be a great board for the Gorge Blow Out. 
It glides through light spots, planes early, 
and would make a great lake board. You 
can go upwind, go fast, or float in light air. 
You can't make a short-radius jibe on the 
910, but I had a really fun time on it. 
SUMMARY: 

It's hard not to crack a smile when you 
step onto the 910. At more than 150 liters, 
you have to weigh a couple hundred 
pounds to increase the board's waterline. 
None of our testers had to get his feet wet 
while sailing this board. It's as stable as 

POn hn ki if «m km.:.:. _i.. • • 


The 910 does what a giant slalom 
board should. It evens out the light-air 
score for heavyweights, and gives light 
and medium-weights extremely early 
planing. While it weighs in at a hefty 24.1 
pounds, its volume-to-weight ratio is one 
of the highest in the test. Its buoyant force 
is rated at 320 pounds in salt water, so 
even a 300-pounder can call this board a 
floater. 

The 910 has the lines of a high-per¬ 
formance slalom board, but it’s bigger. 
Everything has been scaled up, but 
remains proportional. This board is ex¬ 
cellent for the high-performance heavy¬ 
weight sailor who wants to hold a big sail 
and actually plane in 12 knots, but it’s 
also perfect for a beginner of any weight 
to get into shortboarding. The deck is 
domed, uncluttered by an abundance of 
straps, and easy to walk around on. 

This board should open up the thrills 
of shortboarding to a lot more people, 
more often. Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'10‘ 

Width: 23.5’ 

Volume: 152.51 liters 

Weight: 24.15 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 312.13 pounds 

Salt: 321.50 pounds 

Stiffness: 113.43 pounds for 3/8* 

deflection 

Impact resistance: 2011.28 psi. 
Displacement: .75' 

Construction: PVC sheet foam/ epoxy 
glass sandwich skin, styrene/urethane 
core 

Bottom Shape: Quad-concave 
Warranty: One year against all manufac¬ 
turing defects 
Price: $895 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

he Velocity 99 is the perfect 
shortboard for people of all 
weights in 10 - to 15-knot winds 
and can double as a slalom board 
for heavyweights in all types of wind 
conditions. It’s a stiff, light board with 
high-performance capabilities. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds: Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.5 and up. 

Tania Hendrick: This board is surpris¬ 
ingly light for its size, but it's so thick, I felt 
I was rapelling down a cliff when water¬ 
starting. On the other hand, even when I 
was well powered, its speed didn't 
out, so it can probably go pretty fast. This 
board didn't respond to me. I couldn’t go 
upwind and had trouble jibing. It's easy 
to tack, but at my weight, this board is just 
too big for me. 

Tina Baylis: This board is really big. I 
stand too far off the water on it to have any 
real control. It is fairly fast, but not as fast 
as I thought it might be. It coasts through 
lulls pretty well, but I didn't find it too 
stable, since it is so tall. I could drive it 
through chop fairly well and it went up¬ 
wind okay. Jibing is all right, but I don't 
need this much volume. It just feels too 
big. 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.7 to 8.0. 

Jerry Percival: This board is really fast, 
even compared to medium slalom 
boards. It gets planing fairly easily, but 
it's not super stable. It tends to roll, which 
can actually help you pump up to a plane. 
It likes to do long jibes, but you almost 
have to steer out of the turn after flipping 
the sail. It has a nice, solid knock through 
chop. Its upwind ability is good, but it's 
hard to keep flat. It's not the earliest 
planer, but it's fast in light air. 

Tem Berkstresser: This is a really fast 
board for its size. It feels tight, respon¬ 
sive, and fast on a beam reach. It planes 
fairly early. I wasn't impressed by its jib¬ 
ing abilities. The straps get in the way, 
and you stand so high above the fin that 
there's not much control. It's easy to 
uphaul, but it rolls since it's so thick and 


VELOC 

TY 99 

Best Features: 

Flotation 

Speed 

Worst Feature: 

Stability at rest 


narrow. Upwind, this board is good, and 
in chop it is fairly smooth. It's a fun light- 
air giant slalom board and is really fast. 
Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.5 to 9.0 
Trevor Baylis: For its volume, the 99 is 
fast. It cruises right along in a variety of 
conditions, but it’s hard to turn. The board 
is too corky, and feels like a Division II 
board when uphauling. The deck is 
comfortable, and the board is really fast 
upwind. It has a tight, high-performance 
feeling. I think it is a fun board—espe¬ 
cially for a big guy who needs to use a 7.0. 
If you're determined to sail a slalom board 
when conditions are too light, this is it. 
Pat Dougherty: This board is like an air¬ 
craft carrier: it has everything but the 
airplanes to land on it. It trucks along 
pretty well and is fairly responsive to 
footsteering. It feels big, but its narrow 
width and height make it tippy. It's light, 
though, and gets on a plane fairly well. 
The more I rode it, the more I liked it. The 
Velocity 99 is perfect for the 200-pound- 
plus boardhead who can’t admit he has a 
weight problem. 

SUMMARY: 

Velocity is turning out what may be the 
most innovative and unique boards in the 
test. The 99 is easily the biggest 
shortboard we've ever seen. At over 190 
liters, both you and a friend can sail it 
around without much problem. It has 
more volume than a number of 12-foot 
funboards. but this board can perform. 

Everyone feels the board is very fast. 
Its narrow outline and incredible con¬ 
struction keep the volume-to-weight ratio 
thp inwpst we’ve come across 


DARRELL JONES 

and give the 99 its lively feel and very fast 
top-end. We enthusiastically recom¬ 
mend this board for big to huge sailors 
who like to carry a big sail and go as fast 
as everyone else in light to moderate 
winds. 

However, this is not a board for a 
beginner under 200 pounds. It’s narrow, 
tippy, and very unstable considering its 
size. Jibes are a little tricky, but even our 
heavyweights may not have weighed 
enough to maximize this board's per¬ 
formance. Our lightweights couldn’t 
really get a handle on the 99. Control is 
increasingly difficult as the sailor’s weight 
decreases. 

This board is a well-constructed super 
giant that could open the doors to light- 
wind high-performance sailing for heavy¬ 
weights. It's definitely fun to try out. Four 
thumbs up, two down. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'9’ 

Width: 24.5" 

Volume: 192.3 liters 

Weight: 24.16 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 399.8 pounds. 

Salt: 411.8 pounds 

Stiffness: 154.40 pounds for 3 / 8 * 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 3,648.20 psi. 
Displacement: .91 ■ 

Construction: EPS core with high- 
density sandwich construction 
Bottom Shape: Quin-concave to quad- 
concave 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $895 


VELOCITY 99 































Tapered battens, 

Heavy duty straps, 
Reinforced edges, 
downhaul, clew and top, 
Luff strip, 


German engineering, 
design, and high 
quality construction. 

1 year warranty, and 
money-back guarantee. 
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337.- 

US 
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7*8' 

17*0" 

357.- 






FROM: $296. 


R f Ye ed foil 


• Our best seller, 

• Speed and slalom, 

• Tapered battens, 

• Soft rotational, 

• Leech tension cord, 

• All mylar, 

• Handles great!!! 


FROM: $197. 


Order form 

Model 

Size 

Price 








Shipping,. 


□ Visa 

□ MC 

□ Cheque 


Card number:. 


Expiry date: _/ 

Name, address & tel,: 


_/_Sign.: 


Northern Aquatic P.0. Box 520, Chazy, N.Y. 12921-0520 .1-800-363-6277 


• Our “Gorge” model, 

• Light and rugged, 

• Tapered battens, 

• Ideal for choppy 
conditions, 

FROM: $189. 


• Leech tension cord, 

• Adjustable head, 

• Easy to handle even 
in strong gusts!!! 
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Complete 

rig 

3.7 

4'4' 

14*8' 

189.- 


4.2 

4'8" 

15'0* 

199.- 
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4.7 

5'0' 

15'4* 
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US 

5.2 

5'6* 

15'8" 

229.- 


6.2 

6'4' 

16'0' 

249.- 


6.8 

6*8' 

16'8' 

269.- 





• A true speed sail, 

• Absolute stability of 
the center of effort, 

• Heavy duty mylar, 

• Tapered battens, 

• Kevlar reinforced, 

• Leech tension cord, 

• and more !!! 


W WoWMona! 


• The radical wave 
sailing tool, 

• Dual tapered battens, 

• Soft rotational, 

• Leech tension cord, 

• Adjustable head, 

• Light and powerful!!! 


FROM: $255 
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WINDSURFING 
HAWAII 99 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

he 99 was designed to end frustra¬ 
tion in light-wind slalom and 
waves. It performs well in gusty 
conditions and upwind. If you’re 
on your way to high performance, this 
board can help get you there and will 
remain a vital part of your quiver. It’s also 
a competitive slalom racing board for 
heavyweights. 

TESTERS’COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range; 5.7 to 7.5. 

Tania Hendrick: This board is quick to 
plane and has good speed once there. 
For a big board, it doesn't feel as though 
it drags through the water at all. It’s easy 
to pull this board through a jibe. Upwind 
it is really good, and I thought the 
Windsurfing Hawaii/Angulo fin was killer, 
but the Feetbelts don't adjust small 
enough for my feet. I don't think I'd ever 
need to race a board this big, but it’s good 
for sailors my size who need a big board. 
It's not catchy, not tippy, fun to play on, 
and good for getting back upwind. 

Tina Baylis: With its wide tail, this board 
planes fairly early, but you'd have to 
reduce the wetted surface to really go 
super fast. It's fun because it jibes so 
well. It's not really great going through 
lulls because it is somewhat narrow and 
thin, but it’s fine going upwind. The straps 
are really comfortable. This fairly respon¬ 
sive big board is a perfect recreational 
choice because it's good all around. 
Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.5. 

Jerry Percival: Overall, the 99 is a good 
big-board performer. It has good rail-to- 
rail performance and jibes really 
smoothly. Its top-end speed is good, but 
not outstanding. It never really kicks 
loose, but its acceleration out of turns is 
really good. This board would be better 
upwind if the straps were placed out 
toward the rail. The non-skid doesn’t go 
all the way to the nose of the board, but 
should for the times when you need tex- 

uminciiRPiNr. HAWAII 9if 

Worst Feature: 

Footstraps 


ture up there. Otherwise, it's a good, fun 
recreational light-air board. It feels light 
’ and solid. 

. Tem Berkstresser: The Windsurfing 
Hawaii 99 feels smooth, goes through the 
' water well, and jibes well. It's speed is 
’ fair, but it seems to fall off a plane too 
' quickly for its size. Its rail-to-rail transi- 
' tions are nice and it's so easy to jibe you 
’ could change your arc halfway through 
' the turn. Tacking and uphauling are no 
’ problem, but the board rolls a little. It 
’ slaps a bit through chop, but in light air, 

’ it’s fairly quick to plane. This board is fun. 
Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom- 
’ mended sail range: 5.7 to 7.0. 

’ Trevor Baylis: This board planes pretty 
’ quickly and glides through light spots 
' with no trouble, but has a hard motion 
‘ through chop. The bottom is pretty flat, so 
' it is slappy, but its tucked rails smooth 
' things out somewhat. It's fast, acceler- 
' ates well, and is almost trouble-free when 
‘ turning, but it’s not for beginners. Its 
‘ flotation seems low for a 99, and it’s not 
' especially stable. The Feetbelts ease up 
' throughout the session, and I couldn't get 
' this board upwind too well, but the fin we 
’ used wasn’t too big. This board feels a 
' little funny at first in turns, but once you 
' get them wired, the board does both 
' long- and short-radius jibes. 

' Pat Dougherty: This board is fast, but 
tricky to sail because of the footstrap 
positioning, and the fact that the 
Feetbelts ease up. It is lively, though, and 
planes easily through nice jibes. It's not 
confidence-inspiring in chop, but it's fun 
to sail in smooth water. This is a perform¬ 
ance-oriented board for heavier sailors. It 
has a good top-end speed, but it isn't 
overly comfortable to sail. 


DARRELL JONES 

Once again, Windsurfing Hawaii has 
come up with a solid, excellent all-around 
board The 99 is comfortable to sail. We 
especially liked its acceleration, and it’s 
as loose as a smaller board. The rails are 
nicely tucked, making it easy to turn and 
to adjust turns. 

Similarly, its construction is excellent. 
The board is very light for its volume, and 
has the highest impact resistance of the 
group. All the sailors commented on the 
board's tight feel on the water. The finish¬ 
ing work on our test board was incred¬ 
ible—it had a pearl-like luster, but we had 
some problems with the componentry. 
Our bigger sailors could not get the 
Feetbelts to stay tight, we felt the non-skid 
should extend all the way to the tip of the 
nose, and the finbox was a little too tight 
to easily accept a standard-sized slider. 

Nonetheless, we recommend this 
board to anyone from beginners learning 
to jibe to heavyweights who need a fun, 
light-air board. Six thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'9" 

Width: 24- 

Volume: 136.8 liters 

Weight: 22.83 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 278.8 pounds 

Salt: 287.2 pounds 

Stiffness: 112.2 pounds for 3/8- 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 2,643.40 psi. 
Displacement: .44- 

Construction: Double-sandwich EPS 
foam with 6mm Divinycell epoxy skin 
Bottom Shape: Panel V with double¬ 
concave center 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,050 


























SUMMING UP THE GIANTS 


"T\ [T ost people judge a giant slalom board 
ft V l\ by how Quickly it planes—and that’s it. 
JUU However, once you get on a plane the 
board has to perform 

With these boards, as any, it is best to try 
before you buy Just because our testers like or 
dislike a board, it doesn't mean you will. 

Please keep in mind that we only had these 
boards for a few weeks, and that long-term 
durability is not one of the things we could 
properly test. Ask friends and dealers for this 
important info, then make your choice 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Tania 
Hendrick and Tina Baylis 

Quickness to plane: 

F2 Bullit 
Seatrend 910 
Hi-Tech 96 
Speed: 

Seatrend 910 
F2 Bullit 
Hi-Tech 96 
Jibing: 

Seatrend 910 
Sailboards Maui 99 
Hi-Tech 96 
Acceleration: 

F2 Bullit 
Seatrend 910 
Windsurfing Hawaii 99 
Stability: 

Alpha 130 
O'Brien 99 
Seatrend 910 
Liveliness: 

F2 Bullit 
Seatrend 910 
Hi-Tech 96 

Recommend to an intermediate friend: 

Alpha 130 
Seatrend 910 


Bic Astro Rock 
Raceability: 

Seatrend 910 
F2 Bullit 
Bic Astro Rock 
Overall Favorite: 

Seatrend 910 
Hi-Tech 96 
Bic Astro Rock 

Weight: 155 to 175 pounds; Jerry 
Percival and Tem Berkstresser 

Quickness to plane: 

F2 Bullit 
Hi-Tech 96 
Bic Astro Rock 
Speed: 

Hi-Tech 96 
Velocity 99 
Sailboards Maui 99 
Jibing: 

Hi-Tech 96 
F2 Bullit 

Windsurfing Hawaii 99 
Acceleration: 

Hi-Tech 96 
F2 Bullit 

Sailboards Maui 99 
Stability: 

Alpha 130 
Hawaii Freestyle 96 
Bic Astro Rock 

Recommend to an Intermediate friend: 

Hi-Tech 96 
Bic Astro Rock 
Seatrend 910 
Liveliness: 

Hi-Tech 96 
F2 Bullit 
Bic Astro 
Raceability: 

Hi-Tech 96 
F2 Bullit 

Sailboards Maui 99 , 


Overall Favorite: 

Hi-Tech 96 
F2 Bullit 

Sailboards Maui 99 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Trevor Beylis and 
Pet Dougherty 
Quickness to plane: 

Seatrend 910 
Velocity 99 
Bic Astro Rock 
Speed: 

Hi-Tech 96 
F2 Bullit 
Seatrend 910 
Jibing: 

Hi-Tech 96 
Bic Astro Rock 
Seatrend 910 
Acceleration: 

Hi-Tech 96 
F2 Bullit 
Seatrend 910 
Stability: 

Alpha 130 
O'Brien 99 
Bic Astro Rock 

Recommend to an Intermediate friend: 

Alpha 130 
Bic Astro Rock 
Sailboards Maui 99 
Liveliness: 

Hi-Tech 96 
Seatrend 910 
F2 Bullit 
Raceability: 

Hi-Tech 96 
F2 Bullit 
Bic Astro Rock 
Overall Favorite: 

Hi-Tech 96 
F2 Bullit 
Seatrend 910 




functional in novation 

TfflCK -TONQUE 

The latest concept in fin retention systems. The Trick-Tongue 
features a special screw and plate enclosed within a solid tongue. 
The system is so easy that you could make adjustments on the 
water blindfolded. The tongue is so strong that it is guaranteed 
against breakage! It will be available exclusively on all Hyperform 
fins at no additional cost. So demand them from your dealer today. 

Plate recessed for 
installation. 



As screw is turned 
plate rotates into 
position and tightens. 


Plate engaged 
in channel slot. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

437 Richard Rd., Rockledge, FI 32955 
Phone (407)632-6503 FAX (407)632-7019 




THE 

ULTIMATE 

CLAMP-ON 


ONLY 

$ 24.95 

* Easy to usa 
Easy to Install 
17 4 ” diameter boom 
• Anglo suits most booms 
• Integral cleat-NO KNOTS 
• Surf tested 

NowAvoDoblo From 

AGUERA WIND 
6 SURF 

Send Money Order for $24.95 
Includes shipping and handling 
(Florida residents add 6% sales tax) to: 
or lor Visa & MasterCard call: 


STRIKE** “ClAMP-ON 

6200 Gulf Blvd. • SI. Pete Beach. FI 33706 H 
~ (813)360-3763 ) 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 



















































Foiled 

Again! 

A Fascinating 
Look at a Fundamental 
Design Feature of Fins 


BY PAT LEMEHAUTE 


he dictionary defines foil as: (1) ’ 
To prevent from attaining an end; ' 
(2) A fencing weapon with a light, * 
I flexible blade; and (3) A very thin • 
sheet of metal. 

To boardsailors, however, "foil" has an ' 
entirely different meaning. More specifi- " 
cally, it is defined as the cross-section of a ' 
fin or daggerboard, and it can be seen by ' 
looking down the fm from the tip or base. 
Those of us who have examined foils loosely 
realize that their shapes can be just as 
varied as the planform shapes (side view) 
of fins. 

Some are thin and have sharp ieading 
' edges, while others are thick with round 
leading edges. Some have been metinu- 


thoir tolerances are within 10011 1 of ari incl i 
of a predetermined, scientifically-designed • 

and experimentally-tested shape, whereas • 
others are whipped out in 15 to 30 minutes • 
with a grinder. 

The differences in performance be- • 
tween such foils is often more difficult to • 

• note than the differences in price Addi- ■ 

' tionally, the difference between a sharp • 

■ leading edge and a round leading edge • 

• may not seem as clear or distinct as one • 

• might expect, and testing the twoby sailing • 

• one-cn-oae with anotner sailor may be ■ 

• inconclusive For this reason. the following • 

■ foil tests were performed using two tech- 

• niquescommonly employed by NASA--^oil 

‘ flow viftittlbfltion ann mmnntpr analvSiS 
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PROVEN WINNERS - BUILT TO LAST 

/v/k 

We have the sail you need, at a price you can afford 


RAF SLALOM 


4 . 0 - $225 


4 . 5 - 

5 . 3 - 

6 . 3 - 

7 . 5 - 

8 . 5 - 


240 

255 

275 

295 

315 


CAMBER SPEED 

5 . 2 - $290 
5 . 8 - 310 
6 . 6 - 340 
7 . 5 - 365 



RAF WAVE 

3 . 2 - $240 • 

3 . 7 - 245 

4 . 6 - 265 

5 . 2 - 275 

5 . 8 - 290 


RAF SPEED 

4 . 0 - $270 
4 . 5 - 275 


JUMBO CAMBER 

_ \\ 

9 . 0 - $380 

10 . 0 - 435 
11 . 0 - 465 



RAF ALL-AROUND 


Visa - Masti 

CALL OR WRITE FOR 


Orderonfy 1-800-562-6268 .. . 

Tech Info /1-207-985-2064 

Card - v i3lscover;accepted 

)N OUR COMPLETE LINE OF ACCESSORIES 

i 11 !, • 

Sp&^toimefctidrv— 


'ATES 



Your Satisfact 

FREE SHIPPING CONTINENTAL 1 



BUT FIRST, A LITTLE THEORY 


Before describing the tests, a little 
background knowledge of how and what a 
fin does is required. As you probably know 
and have almost certainly felt, the sail 
exerts a force that drives the board and 
sailor forward This force also has a side¬ 
ways component that acts perpendicular 
to the board (see figure 1). The fin has to 



Figure 1 

The fin develops enough lift lo counteract the sail's side force by traveling 
through the water at an angle. 

counter this sideways force in direction 
and magnitude in order for the board to 
track in a forward direction. This counter 
force is called lift, and it is always equal to 
the sideways force of the sail. 

Since the sail’s sideways force varies 
with the point of sail (it is much greater on 
a close reach when you are fully sheeted ' 
in, for example, than when you're on a 
broad reach), the lift on the fin also varies 
with the point of sail. It does this by 
changing the angle at which it travels 
through the water. More specifically, the 
leeway angle (the angle at which the board 
and fin travel through the water relative to 
the board’s centerline) changes propor¬ 
tionately with the side force on the sail. 

These angles have been measured, 
and they vary from one to three degrees on 
a broad reach, from three to five degrees 
on a beam reach, and from six to eight de¬ 
grees on a close reach. 

Similarly, the drag (the force that pulls 
the fin backwards and slows you down) on 
the fin changes with the leeway angle and 
its respective point of sail. A little more 
complex than lift, the total drag on the fin 
consists of two types of drag—profile drag 
and induced drag. Profile drag is depend¬ 
ent on foil shape, and it's basically what 
these foil tests are all about! (See the box 
on profile shape for more information.) 

Induced drag is dependent on the plan- 
form of the fin; that is, its rake angle, how 
long and skinny it is (its aspect ratio), 
whether it has cutouts or bumps, and 
whether it's elliptical or trapezoidal. In 
general, the higher the aspect ratio, and 
the smaller the amount of rake, the lower 
the induced drag. This is especially no¬ 
ticeable on high points of sail, as when you 
are close reaching, because induced drag 
is greatest when the fin is at high angles of 
attack, 






























Foil Section Characteristics 


BY RICK CALDWELL 


he foil section is the critical ele¬ 
ment of any lift-producing device, 
whether it is a skeg, sail, or an 
airplane wing. The foil section shape 
controls the behavior—that is, the amount 
of skin friction and pressure drag pres¬ 
ent—for these lift-producing devices. As 
for skegs, the section shape also controls 
ventilation, better known as spin-out. 

As seen in the figure, the water must 
bend around the leading edge of the 
skeg section. The curvature of this water 
flow causes the water’s velocity to in¬ 
crease. The phenomenon is analogous 
to a water skier’s being pulled behind a 
boat that’s turning around. As the boat 
turns, the water skier accelerates around 
on the end of the rope. 

This is an important concept, because 
a physical law states that as velocity in¬ 
creases, pressure decreases. Likewise, 
the pressure increases when the water 
decelerates. So the curvature of a foil 
controls the pressure distribution around 
the foil. If the foil does not carefully 
control the pressure distribution, the 
boundary layer will be adversely affected 
and cause higher drag and possibly 
ventilation. 

The boundary layer is the thin water 
layer next to the skeg surface, which feels 


layer grows in thickness as it flows down¬ 
stream along the foil. If the boundary 
layer remains laminar for a long length 
down the surface before turning turbu¬ 
lent, the wake will be thin. Pressure and 
skin friction drag will be very low in this 
case. 

When the foil section is such that it 
produces a very low pressure near the 
leading edge, the rapid increase in pres¬ 
sure just aft of the peak will trip the 
boundary layer from laminar to turbulent. 
The turbulent boundary layer then scrubs 
its way down the majority of the foil sur¬ 
face, resulting in high skin friction and 
pressure drag. If the change in pressure 
is too severe, the laminar boundary layer 
will actually lift off the foil surface instead 
of staying attached and turning turbu¬ 
lent. 

Once it is away from the surface, it will 
then become unstable and turn turbu¬ 
lent. The turbulent boundary layer 
thickness grows rapidly and bumps into 
the foil surface farther downstream, as 
seen in the figure. The small separated 
region is called a laminar separation 
bubble. If this bubble occurs on the low- 
pressure side of the foil, then low pres¬ 
sure will exist inside the bubble. 

The formation of this bubble is the 


Laminar Boundary Layer 


Transition 


Turbulent Boundary Layer 




Boundary layer developments for a low-drag, ventilation-esistant section and a high-drag, ventilation-prone section. 


the effects of friction as the water flows 
over the surface. The illustration shows 
the boundary layer development on the 
foil surface. The boundary layer starts 
out “laminar," which is characterized as 
smooth and thin. At least this is true for 
single-foil skegs and the leading foil of a 
multiple-foil system. 

Somewhere on the foil, the change in 
pressure is rapid enough to force the 
boundary layer to turn turbulent. A turbu¬ 
lent boundary layer is thick and full of 
energy due to the mixing action within. 
This mixing action gives the turbulent 
boundary layer much higher skin friction 
drag than a laminar boundary layer. 

Other than skin friction drag, the 
boundary layer also determines the 
amount of pressure drag present The 
smaller the wake of the boundary layer 


initial event leading to ventilation (spin¬ 
out). If air comes in contact with the 
stagnant, low-pressure water inside the 
bubble, it will rush down this channel, 
displacing the water. Since the air is at 
higher (atmospheric) pressure, the pres¬ 
sure differential between each side of the 
skeg is lost and the skeg force suddenly 
drops. 

The remaining unbalanced sail side 
force causes the board to slide side¬ 
ways—spin-out, as we know it. If the 
bubble does not contact air and venti¬ 
late, it still causes the boundary layer to 
become very thick and turbulent, which 
translates into high drag. • 

Rick Caldwell recently received his 

Master of Science degree in Aeronauti¬ 
cal Engineering, partly for his work on 
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For example, a 12-inch-deep fin with 

* five degrees of rake and the same surface 
’ area as a 10-inch fin with 30 degrees of 

* rake will have up to two pounds less drag 
’ on a close reach On a broad reach, 
' however, it will only have a half-pound less 
’ drag. So for people who sail off the wind, 

* like Gorge sailors, induced drag is much 

* less than profile drag. For upwind sailors, 
’ however, induced drag is greater than 

* profile drag. 


To determine the best foils, WindRider's 
‘ elite technical task force received one 
’ moderate-wind slalom fin from 16 fin 

* companies and performed oil flow visuali- 

* zation and computer analysis on each. 

Oil flow visualization is a testing tech- 

* mque that’s been used in wind tunnels for 
’ many years. We took such tests one step ’ 

* farther by using oil flow visualization in ’ 

’ water on sailboard fins. In any case, this 

* technique essentially shows how the ’ 

' boundary layer around a foil develops In * 

* other words, the way the oil deforms shows 

* where laminar flow and turbulent flow exist, ’ 

* and if there is any separation on the foil. * 

Looking at the photograph above of " 

' one of the tests, we can see exactly what is ’ 

* happening to the boundary layer on the * 

* high-pressure side of one of the fins we ’ Aruba, and our procedure was first to mix ’ following pages will tell you which fins are * 
’tested The water hitting the leading edge ’ a solution of 50-weight motor oil and graph-’ the fastest, and which spin out the least. * 

’ of the fin is traveling very fast, so much of * ite powder in a coffee can until we had a * The key to speed is maintaining laminar ’ 

’ the oil is washed away. As the water travels ’ nice black mess. We then painted the oil ’ flow as long as possible on both sides of ’ 

* down the length of the fin, the laminar ’ onto a fin and sailed it on a broad reach for * the fin. If you examine the graphs and the ’ 

’ boundary layer becomes thicker, thereby ’ about a quarter of a mile. We stopped in ’ predicted profile drag, you’ll see that the ‘ 

’ reducing the velocity of the water close to ’ the water, flipped the board over, and took ’ fins with the most laminar flow have the ’ 

‘ the fin’s surface and washing less oil away. ’ a picture of the resulting boundary layer ’ least amount of drag. For example, a fin ’ 

At a certain point near the trailing edge, ’ development on both sides of the fin. This ’ that maintains laminar flow on its low-pres- * 

’ the laminar boundary layer becomes un- ’ was done three times for each fin on differ-’ sure side will have about one pound less * 

’ stable, and turbulent flow develops. The ’ ent points of sail—a broad reach, a beam * drag than one with turbulent flow on a ’ 

’ high velocities near the surface, associ- ’ reach, and a close reach. The results are ’ broad reach. 

’ ated with turbulent flow, wash the remain- ’ graphically illustrated on the following ’ That may only represent a total drag ’ 

’ ing oil off the fin. And so a distinct line * pages. ’ reduction of one to two percent on the * 

’ appears were the transition from laminar ’ The Eppler code is the program that * whole sailboard, so it may not be all that * ' 

’ flow to turbulent flow takes place. If laminar ’ NASA uses for designing their low-speed ’ noticeable. However, keep in mind that the * 

’ separation takes place in this region, there ’ aerofoil sections. They first started using it ’ fastest sailors are those who have learned * 

* is an even darker trace of oil because of the ’ in 1972 and have been constantly improv- * to chip off small percentages of drag, both * 

* very slow water velocities associated with * ing and fine-tuning it. Needless to say, it is ’ on their equipment and technique, result- ’ 

* the reverse eddies of separated flow. ‘ very accurate. The program basically ’ ing in a noticeable difference in perform- • 

Besides the transition line, there are ’ predicts the information we obtained • ance. 

* several other phenomena that can be ob- ’ through the oil flow visualization, and was ’ Spin-out resistance is achieved by elimi- * 

* served. The thickness of the board's turbu- ’ a means of double-checking our experi- • nating laminar separation bubbles at the ’ 


TEST TECHNICALITIES 



lent boundary layer can be seen by the 
washed region at the base of the fin. In this 
case, it looks as though it is about one half 
of an inch thick. Turbulent “wedges” can 
also be seen trailing from the leading edges. 
These were caused by small scratches on 
the leading edge. The influence of the tip 
vortex on the boundary layer is also visible 
at the tip, where the water seems to curve 
toward the base. 

Finally, the way the water flows on the 
tail of the board can be seen. We actually 
took this one step farther by painting the 
1 whole bottom of a board, and we were 
pleased to see how the water flowed and 
released on the rails (maybe we'll go into 
this a bit more in a future article). 


mental data. Additionally, it predicted a • 
drag coefficient, which allowed us to • 
compute the profile drag on each fin • 
numerically. 

For this test, we cut each fin laterally at • 
a point three inches deep. Using a copy • 
machine, we enlarged the cross-sections • 
until they were about 14 inches long, and • 
then entered the coordinates of each fin • 
into a computer using a digitizer. 

Using the drag coefficients the pro- • 
gram predicted, we calculated the profile • 
drag for the different points of sail for each • 
fin. This is shown next to the fin illustrations. • 


The fins that only have bubbles on one 
point of sail will spin out less than those that 
have it on several points of sail. Addition¬ 
ally, fins that have bubbles at the leading 
edge will spin out less than those with 
bubbles farther aft because the bubbles 
found farther forward are smaller. 

The additional data—surface area, as¬ 
pect ratio, and rake angle—are useful for 
predicting the induced drag of each fin. 
We hope all this information will give you 
quite a bit more insight into fins and foils ■ 


THE BEST FIN 


While Oz never did give nuthin' to the Fin 
Man ™ Technical Editor Pat LeMehaute 
has the brains to liaurn m it . 


























PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA-42.33 SQ. IN. 
DEPTH-9.88 IN 
ASPECT RATION 61 
AVG. CHORD-4.28 IN. 
RAKE ANGlE-24.8 DEG. 


HIGH PRESSURE 


PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS=8.37% 

BROAD REACH DRAG-4.41 
8EAM REACH DRAG-2.95 
CLOSE REACH DRAG-1.44 


LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

BROAD REACH 
BEAM REACH 
CLOSE REACH 



LOW PRESSURE 


TRANSITION LINES 

-BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH 



PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA-44 52 SQ. IN. 
DEPTH-10.75 IN. 
ASPECT RATIO-5.19 
AVG. CHORD-4.14 IN. 
RAKE ANGLE-8.6 DEG. 


PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS-11.38% 
BROAD REACH DRAG-3.74 
BEAM REACH DRAG-2.63 
CLOSE REACH DRAG-1.51 


LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

BEAM REACH 
CLOSE REACH 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 



TRANSITION LINES 

-BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH-CLOSE REACH 



PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA-47.76 SQ. IN. 
DEPTH-10.84 IN. 
ASPECT RATIO-4.92 
AVG. CHORD-4 41 IN 
RAKE ANGLE-18.7 DEG. 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 


PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS-11.37% 
BROAD REACH DRAG-3.55 
BEAM REACH DRAG-2.49 
CLOSE REACH DRAG-1.59 


LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

CLOSE REACH 



TRANSITION UNES 
-BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH-CLOSE REACH 


PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA-41.81 SQ. IN. 
DEPTH-11.16 IN. 
ASPECT RATIO-5.96 
AVG. CHORD-3.75 IN. 
RAKE ANGLE-11.9 DEG. 


PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS-12.36% 
BROAD REACH DRAG-4.06 
BEAM REACH DRAG-2.80 
CLOSE REACH DRAG-1.42 


LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

BROAD REACH 
BEAM REACH 
CLOSE REACH 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 



TRANSITION LINES 

BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH-CLOSE REACH 



PLANFORM DATA 

AREA-44.69 SQ. IN. 
DEPTH-11.40 IN. 
ASPECT RATIO-5.82 
AVG. CHORD-3.92 IN. 
RAKE ANGLE-15.7 DEG. 


PROFILE DATA 

THICKNESS-10.27% 
BROAD REACH DRAG-3.32 
BEAM REACH DRAG-2.40 
CLOSE REACH DRAG-1.49 


LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

CLOSE REACH 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 



TRANSITION UNES 
-BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH-CLOSE REACH 


PLANFORM DATA 

AREA-43.3 SQ. IN. 
DEPTH-11.79 IN. 
ASPECT RATIO-6.43 
AVG. CHORD-3.67 IN. 
RAKE ANGLE-10 DEG. 


PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS-11.09% 
BROAD REACH DRAG-3.32 
BEAM REACH DRAG-2.36 
CLOSE REACH DRAG-1.45 


LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

CLOSE REACH 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 



TRANSITION LINES 
BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH-CLOSE REACH 



PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA-41.29 SQ. IN. 
OEPTH-10.131N. 
ASPECT RATIO-4.97 
AVG. CHORD-4.08 IN. 
RAKE ANGLES DEG 


PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS»10.03% 
BROAD REACH DRAG-3.96 
BEAM REACH DRAG4R2 
CLOSE REACH DRAG-1.40 


LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 
BROAD REACH 
BEAM REACH 
n Off REACH 



PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA-42.04 SO. IN. 
DEPTH-9.80 IN. 

ASPECT RATIO-4.57 
AVG. CHORD-4.29 IN. 
RAKE ANGLE-27.7 DEG. 


HIGH PRESSURE 


PROFILE OATA: 

THICKNES$=8.46% 

BROAD REACH DRAG-4.33 
BEAM REACH DRAG-250 
CLOSE REACH ORAG-1.43 


LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

BROAD REACH 
BEAM REACH 
CLOSE REACH 



LOW PRESSURE 



TRANSITION UNES 

_DC All DC1PU_PI nor _ 



















































































































PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA-42.69 SQ. IN. 
DEPTH=11.25IN. 

ASPECT RATIO=5.93 
AVG. CHORD=3.79 IN. 

RAKE ANGLE-15.2 DEG. 

PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS=11.53% 

BROAD REACH DRAG=4.01 
BEAM REACH DRAG=2.95 
CLOSE REACH DRAG=1.48 

LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

BROAD REACH 
BEAM REACH 
CLOSE REACH 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 



TRANSITION LINES 

-BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH - 


-CLOSE REACH 


PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA=44.21 SQ. IN 
DEPTH=10.96 IN. 

ASPECT RATIO=5.43 
AVG. CH0RD=4.03 IN. 

RAKE ANGLE-7.4 DEG. 

PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS=15.10% 

BROAD REACH DRAG=3.07 
BEAM REACH DRAG=2.07 
CLOSE REACH DRAG=1.25 

LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

NONE 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 




TRANSITION UNES 

BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH-CLOSE REACH 


PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA=48 34 SQ. IN. 
DEPTH=10.56IN. 

ASPECT RATIO=4.61 
AVG. CHORD-4.58 IN. 

RAKE ANGLE=30.4 DEG. 

PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS=12.06% 

BROAD REACH DRAG-3.99 
BEAM REACH DRAG-3.04 
CLOSE REACH DRAG=1.66 

LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

CLOSE REACH 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 



TRANSITION LINES. 
BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH - 


•CLOSE REACH 



PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA=41.89 SO. IN 
DEPTH=10.89 IN. 

ASPECT RATIO-5.66 
AVG. CH0RD=3.85 IN. 

RAKE ANGL6=22.3 DEG. 

PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS=1110% 

BROAD REACH DRAG=2.96 
BEAM REACH DRAG=2.12 
CLOSE REACH DRAG-1.45 

LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

CLOSE REACH 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 



TRANSITION UNES 

BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH - 


-CLOSE REACH 


PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA=49.25 SO. IN. 
DEPTH-10.91 IN. 

ASPECT RATIO=4.83 
AVG. CH0RD=4.51 IN. 

RAKE ANGLE=23.1 DEG. 

PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNESS=10.64% 

BROAD REACH DRAG=4.90 
BEAM REACH DRAG- 3.36 
CLOSE REACH DRAG=1.67 

LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

BROAD REACH 
BEAM REACH 
CLOSE REACH 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 



TRANSITION LINES 
-BROAD REACH-BEAM REACH-CLOSE REACH 



PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA=45.07 SQ. IN. 

HIGH PRESSURE LOW PRESSURE 


DEPTHS 1.02 IN. 

ASPECT RATI0=5.39 

AVG. CH0RCM.09 IN. 

RAKE ANGLE=23.7 DEG. 

Pf-J \ \ 


PROFILE DATA 

THICKNESS=10.94% 


BROAD REACH DRAG=4.54 

BEAM REACH DRAG=3.15 

U VJ 

CLOSE REACH DRAG=1.52 

ttbf Vi 

LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

BROAD REACH 

BEAM REACH 

CLOSE REACH 

VJ 

TRANSITION LINES 


PLANFORM DATA: 

AREA=48.41 SQ. IN. 

DEPTH= 10.69 IN. 

ASPECT RATKM.72 
AVG. CHORD=4.53 IN. 

RAKE ANGLE*24.6 DEG. 

PROFILE DATA: 

THICKNE$$=N/A 
BROAD REACH DRAGaN/A 
BEAM REACH DRAGaN/A 
CLOSE REACH DRAGaN/A 

LAMINAR SEPARATION ON: 

BROAD REACH 
BEAM REACH 
CLOSE REACH 


HIGH PRESSURE 


LOW PRESSURE 
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ERIC SANFCRO 

Sure Bet: 




D t only took a few minutes for the 
locals in Los Barriles to catch on. 
By the second round of surf slalom, 
they began to cheer, howling with 
elight whenever someone got munched 
wave or launched into the air for an 
ned bit of flight time, 
e third round, one of the more 
had a betting pool going and by 
was full-on Las Vegas. There 
f money, 10,000 peso bills 
d, and laughter and screech- 
d of excited Mexicans grew, 
windsurfing) was irrelevant; 
rse race, pure and simple, 
as this small group of simple 
ally make everyone realize 
indsurfing into a true spec- 


nt to know is, who got to bet on 
yre, in his usual smooth and 
style, was blowing the compe- 
ay. Whoever was betting on him 
e edge, and whoever was betting 
nst him was taking the long shot. It 
asn't really clear how it was decided who 
got to bet on whom, but considering all the 
enjoyment, it really didn't seem to matter. 


' portion of the Third Annual Vela-O'Neill 
‘ Boardsailing Championships held Janu- 
' ary 8 through 15, was new this year, and as 
’ a result of the perfect wind and surf condi- 
' tions, it was an unqualified success. The 
' surf slalom started with a beach start for 
‘ each heat and—as in any beach start, 

■ where the racers poise, boards and rigs 
’ held high overhead, ready to run into the 
' water at the blast of the start horn—position 
' was everything. 

Sure, it's possible to win even if you start 
‘ at the very downwind end of the pack, but 
' it's much easier to get a fast, clean start if 
' you're positioned farthest upwind. Rus 
' came up with the idea of having the 10 pros 
‘ in the events draw cards for position—an 
' ace meant you started the farthest upwind 
' while a 10 meant you were at the opposite 

• end. 

The locals seem to have eagle eyes for 
' cards. Milling around the beach, they 

• came to sharp attention when he pulled out 

■ a deck and began dealing them to the 
' racers. Ho ho, what's this? Suddenly the 

• windsurfing regatta, formerly just an ex- 

■ cuse to peddle blankets and jewelry to the 

■ racers on the beach, had a new meaning— 

• f. mi QnHHonlw pvervnnp was invnlvpH 
























* major factor in the overwhelming success 

* of the entire event. It was perfect; impec- 

* cable; outrageous It blew a steady 23 

* knots for the first day of slalom competition, 

* as a field of 10 pros, 25 amateurs (men and 
' women), and 35 masters went at it with a 
' vengeance, round after perfect round of 

* tight, fun slalom racing out on the white- 

* capped Sea of Cortez as the sun shone * 
’ brightly over the course. 

After 10 minutes of rest the next round 

* would begin, meaning everyone really got 

* his fill of racing. No waiting around end- 

* lessly on the beach, no lengthy delays for ’ 

* protests and wind minimums—just racing 

’ By the first day’s end, everyone was ex- 
‘ hausted, with Sayre leading a tight pack of * 

* pros, just ahead of Dave Deisinger and ’ 

* Paul Coutts. 

The next day the winds picked up to ' 

* over 30 knots and everyone switched to ' 

* smaller sails—5.0m and smaller. The ’ 
’ course was whipped into a frenzy of white- * 

* caps, huge swells, chop, and spray, as ' 
' heat after heat of slalom racing continued * 
' all day long. All the divisions were tightly * 
’ fought; the battle in the largest contingent, ' 

* the masters (over 35 years old), seemed ’ 

* particularly fierce. Various “teams" of local * 

* oldies—including a group of perhaps a ' 
' dozen 35- to 45-year-old desert rats, who * 

* call themselves "Team Dirt" and who have ' 

* been spending their winters on these Baja * 

* shores for many years—ran into, over, and * 

* through each other out on the course and * 
’ on the beach alike. 

Day three dawned hot, sunny... and still. ' 
' Everyone breathed a sigh of relief and ' 

* piled into trucks, boats, vans, taxis, rented * 

* cars, and onto mountain bikes and horses * 

* and went off to party in Cabo, explore the * 

* nearby hills, fish for trophy-sized marlin, * 
’ shop for trinkets, or just plain relax in the ’ 

* sun to mend equipment and body. 

Nevin Sayre, Cort Larned, Mistral Presi- * 

* dent Eric Skemp, and I opted for a casual ’ 

* round of golf. I had played twice before, * 

* Nevin had never played, but Cort and Eric, * 

* on the other hand, were deadly serious. As * 

* Nevin and I lofted balls over nearby houses, * 
’ into ponds, through fences, and into desert ’ 

* cactus thickets, Eric and Cort bashed * 

* ahead down the course. Last one to the • 

* clubhouse buys the Margaritas! 

It seemed that half the racers ended up • 

* that night at the Giggling Marlin, the hot * 

* night spot in Cabo San Lucas. The raison • 

* cfefrewas to experience the fearful Funnel * 

* of Death, whereby one's "friends" cajole • 

* the waiter into issuing this punishing, fra- * 

* ternity-style cocktail to an unsuspecting re- * 

* cipient. Amateur competitor Nick Ander- * 

* son was first to fall as two waiters held him • 

* in his chair while a third forced a funnel • 

* down his throat, first pouring down a full * 

* glassofsomesort of cheap, red, kerosene- ■ 

* smelling Tequila, followed by a full bottle of * 

* Corona. Then, as an added bonus, the • 

* waiter grabbed his head and shook it vig- • 

* orously while ringing an iron cowbell in one ■ 

* ear and hlastina an airhorn in the other. ■ 



Make V\foves. 


Clark Merr.t 


Choose equipment that's as good as you dare to be. Brett Lickle 
chooses Streamlined booms and bases because 
they’re ultra-functional. 


Choose the ultra-functional 

Available through Murrays Marine 
P.O. Box 490, Carpinteria 
California 93013 • 805-684-8393 


STREAMLINED 


High Performance Booms & Bases 
P.O. Box 246, Cardiff-by-the-Sea 
California 92007 • 619-455-1092 
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Back Issues 


Back Issues of WindRider* 
Complete your 
WindRider library 
The following issues are avail¬ 
able by mail for $2.50 per issue 
plus $1 per issue for postage and 
handling. 


Send me the following issues: 
□ March '88 □ July '88 


□ April'88 

□ May'88 

□ June '88 


Name. 


□ August'88 

□ Sept/Oct'88 

□ Nov/Dec '88 


Attach 
your mailing 
label here 


Address. 
City_ 


State. 


Zip. 


Mail to: WindRider M: 
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MULTI-SAIL 

TWO SAILS IN ONE! 


MULTI 
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OR WRITE TO 

MULTI-SAIL. 1781 WHITTIER AVE 
COSTA MESA. CALIFORNIA 92627 



AITKEN11-10/210 liters/ 

35 pounds/6.0 fathead sail/ 
adjustable boom/ $585 retail 

AITKEN 10-4/140 liters/ 

32 pounds/6.0 or 5.2 Fun Line fully bat¬ 
tened sail/non-crush footstraps/ $625 retjil 


AITKEN 96-S/122 liters/25 pounds/ 1 
6.0 or 5.2 Fun Line fully battened sail/ 

non-crush footstraps/ $625 retail > f 
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The battle was quickly engaged, as ’ 

’ each funnel recipient sought to bring the ' 

’ experience to those around him. As this * 

’ hideous formality traveled around the bar, * 

’ someone lost count and Sayre got to try not * 

’ one but two. It was probably all the other ' 

* pros ganging up on him in hopes of some- * 

' how slowing him down. 

Well, it didn’t work. If anyone was ’ 

* anticipating a spell of several days without * 

* wind, he was sorely disappointed. The ’ 

* wind came back with a vengeance the next ’ 

* day. Okay, you guys, let’s make up for ’ 

* yesterday—let's have some fun! The ’ 

’ morning’s race was the "Winduro,” a race ’ 

* introduced by Emerick at last year’s event * 

■ and now perfected. It consists of five— ’ 

' count 'em five —laps around the slalom * 

’ course. As the racers flashed over the * 

' finish line, they would head straight back ' 

‘ out to sea, fighting their way back upwind ' 

’ to go around again. 

With a full 60 racers out on the course, ’ 

* the Winduro was fun and exciting for sail- * 

* ors and spectators alike. Sayre managed * 

* to lap a few of the slower racers by the fifth * 

* time around, but Dave Deisinger was right ’ 

* on his heels. Everyone seemed to really * 

’ enjoy the event, although some required * 

* almost an hour of sustained racing to * 

* complete the course. 

But the day was just beginning. After a * 

’ quick lunch break, everyone was back in ' 

' the water for a wild five-mile downwind * 

' race from PlayaHermosa to Rancho Buena * 

* Vista as the strong morning winds kicked ' 

* in. The mass beach start was hilarious. * 

* Many racers got caught in the tricky shore- ' 

* break, but soon everyone was out at sea, * 

* screaming down the coast, hooting and * 

* howling at each other all the way. 

Coming in through the breaking waves ' 

* at Rancho, all the amateurs collapsed on * 

* the beach to watch the pros’afternoon surf * 

* slalom—including the locals, who turned * 

* the hotel into a mini-Monte Carlo casino. * 

The pros would have between four and • 

* eight rounds of surf slalom, depending on * 

* how the conditions held up. After four ’ 

* grueling rounds of surf slalom, Dave " 

* Deisinger’s foot, barely mended from a * 

* break only weeks before, was really hurt- * 

* inghim. ,, Comeon 1 Nevin,let , scallitaday, ,, * 

* he whined. “I’m beat!” 

Sayre, ever the observant one, pointed • 

* across the beach where 7'4" basketball • 

* legend Bill Walton was sitting, intently • 

* watching the racing. "Come on, Dave, • 

* think about it... When was the last time Bill * 

* Walton came to see you play?" 

Deisinger thought about it for a mo- * 

* ment, picked up his board, and headed • 

* back out for another round. Ah, competi- • 

* tion. 

The final day saw more Winduro racing, • 

* with two three-lap races, at the end of • 

* which everyone was really ready for a • 

* break. Sayre ended up winning both the • 

* open and production classes of the event • 

* racing on a new Mistral Screamer. Dave • 

* Deisinger, on a Bic Electric Rock was • 














* Ultra Bee, third 

Doug Hopkins won the overall men’s 

* amateur division and took first in the pro- 

* duction class. Cat Betts also won both 

* titlesinthewomen’samateurdivision. Wylie 

* Nisbet took first in the masters’ open class 

* and Mike Dillon won the masters’ produc- 
' tion class. The crafty Nisbet also collected 

* the $240 pool money, which the members 
’ of “Team Dirt” had anteed up for the win- 

* ner The $5,000 prize money was split 

* amongst the top five pros, while the ama- 
’ teur winners got loads of goodies donated 

* by O’Neill, Ski Optics, and Mistral, as well 
’ as some great local trophies. As the overall 

* amateur winners, Doug Hopkins and Cat 

* Betts won a Baja Highwind Center vaca- 

* tion for next year’s race donated by the 
' host sponsor, Vela Highwind Centers. I 
’ don’t see how the race could have been 

* more fun. But I’ll be back next year to see. 

Vela Highwind Centers and O'Neill, main 

* sponsors of the event, promise some excit- 
’ ing additions for next year’s race, sched- 
' uled for January 7 through 13, 1990. The 

* race will be billed as the North American 
’ Masters Championships and will include a 

* Junior Masters Division (30 to 35), as well 

* as Masters, Grand Masters (over 45), 
' Amateur, and Professional divisions. 


WANNA GO NEXT YEAR? 


Mexicana Airlines has good connec- 
' tions from several US cities. You can leave 
' the West Coast in the morning and be 

• sailing by late afternoon. The airport is in 
' San Jose del Cabo, about an hour's drive 
‘ from Los Barriles. There are lots of taxis at 
' the airport and the ride runs around $45, 
' which can be split between up to four 
' people. Continental Airlines also flies into 

• San Jose del Cabo. 

Race headquarters is at Vela's Baja 
' Highwind Center, based at two locations, 

• the Playa Hermosa Hotel and Rancho 
' Buena Vista Hotel (a mile down the beach 
' where the surf slalom is held). Vela offers 
' vacationing racers special discounted race 

• packages that also include race fees. 

• There are additional accommodations at 

• the Baja Surf Club in Los Barriles. There 

• are meals and equipment rentals at all 

• three places and you can camp nearby. 

You can bring all your hot racing gear or 

• simply rent some of the top Mistral, 

• Seatrend, North, or Fanatic equipment 

• that's available there. The standard sail 

• size is around 5.0m, with boards in the 
■ nine-foot range. It can, however, really 

• blow, so you also might consider bringing 

• or renting a smaller board and a 4.0m sail. 

• Be sure to bring a warm wetsuit, as the 

• water is not really tropical and the air can 

• be quite cold when the winds blow strong. ■ 


• We can always count on roving reporter 

• Eric Sanford to keep us in touch with what's 

• going on in boardsailing. He fills us in on 

• all the important details: the latest drinking 

• method and the number of holes he played 

• nn Ifift nnlf cmsf- He certainly knows 


ANDRE LEFEBVRE - France's Pioneer Sail Designer 
1989 Sizes and Prices, call for the dealer 
nearest you. Before you buy anyone else's 
sail and pay too much, check out a 1989 ANDRE SAIL 
because the wind can’t tell the difference but you can. 


1989 



Madd Mike's. Boston MA (617) 451-6181 
Mike Banker (owner): "not just an alternative, the Andre sails are serious 
competitor's" 

* ci to honm/mncf pflCC 


SAILS 


WAVE SAILS 


size 

2.8M 

3.3M 

4.0M 

4.5M 

5.0M 

5.7M 


boom/mast 

3*10715*3- 

4*2715'3* 

4 • 6715 • 3 • 

4*10715*3- 

5*3715*3- 

5*9716*0- 


$248.00 

$252.00 

$258.00 

$265.00 

$272.00 

$280.00 


Windsurfing Orlando, Orlando 
FI (407) 249-0234 
Tom Cangelose (owner): “the 
best sail value for your dollar, 
period! 



4.7M 

5.5M 

6.5M 

7.5M 


4*2715*3- $328.00 
4*10715*3- $345.00 
5*6716*0- $373.00 
6*6716*3' $402.00 


POWER LEECH 

Power Leech: Revolutionary Leech System, One 
sail to handle wide range of wind conditions, see 
article 1989 Jan. issue Windsurf Magazine and in 
German Surf Magazine. 


Surf’s Up, Keego Harbor Ml (313) 681-9100 

Kirt Manecke (owner): “unbeatable quality at unbeatable prices" 



SPEED SLALOM 


4.5M 

5.5M 

6.5M 

7.5M 


4*10715*3- $260.00 
5*6715*3- $280.00 
6*6716*0- $304.00 
7*3716*3- $341.00 


Windy Sails Inc, Van Nuys CA 
(818) 997-6494 
Mike Spiva (team rider): “the 
hottest new sails to hit our 
area this year" 


8.4M 
9.2M 
10.0M 
11.0M 


5*6719*5" 
6*6719*5- 
7*6719*5- 
8*0719*5- 


$382.00 
$404.00 
$422 00 
$440.00 


Gorge Windsurfing, The Dalles OR 
(503) 298-8796 

Ryan Rooper (owner): "a TEIJIN 
mylar sail at dacron prices with 
performance that’s hard to beat" 


JUMBO SAILS 



1989 HAWAII PRODUCT SAILS 




SLALOM 


Mylar sail with front luff panel 
dacron, with sailbag, special 
plastic vario top and tapered 
batten set 


FUNLINE 

Dacron Sail with 
reinforced mylar, 
supplied with sailbag. 


4.0M 

4.5M 

5.0M 

5.7M 

6.4M 

7.0M 

8.0M 

9.0M 


4*11715’3- 
5*4715’3* 
5*8715’3* 
6*3715*7* 
6*67162" 
7*3716*5" 
7*6716’8" 
8*0717'3* 


$195.00 

$200.00 

$208.00 

$ 220.00 

$230.00 

$240.00 

$260.00 

$280.00 


Kitty Hawk 
Sports, Nags 
Head NC (919) 
441-4124 
Keith Wood 
(director): "easy 
to rig, easy to 
handle, and easy 
on the pocket 
book" 



4.0M 

5'3715’3- 

$128.00 

4.6M 

5’9’/15’3* 

$134.00 

5.2M 

6*3715'3* 

$140.00 

6.0M 

67715*3' 

$146.00 


Paradise Sailboards, Wichita 
KA (316) 265-0258 
Phil Boerstler (owner): 
“wonderful quality, very 
reasonable price" 


( Windsurfing of {Port Orange. 

■On the Port Orange Causeway' 

Accross The Street From Daytona's Premier Windsurfing Location- 
92 Dunlawton Ave. Port Orange, FL 32019 • (904) 767-8904 

Shipping & Handling charge $5 throughout Mainland USA. In Florida add 6% sales tax. We accept check, money order. Visa, MasterCard. 

Call for info on your closest dealer! 
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CLASSIFIED 


BUILD YOUR OWN BOARD FOR AS UTTIE AS $300. Shop Manual 73 pages, 17 Comprehensive Illustrations. 
20 Slep-by-Step Photos. 2 Scale Templates. Also: making tins, carbon liber reinforcement JAM PACKED WITH 
HELPFUL HINTS! ORDER NOW, ONLY $19.95 Plus $2.50 postage and handling (U.S. Funds). Send check/ 
money order: Berree Marketing, 89 Murray St.. Ste. 200, Ottawa, Canada K7N 5M5. 


Stay in beautiful single-story rooms equipped with kitchenettes. Located on waterfront next to Fisherman's Huts (the 
best sailing spot in the Caribbean). 1989 high-tech equipment for rent—Bic, North Sail £ Windsurfing Hawaii- 
rigged and ready to sail on waterfront. CALL WR TRAVEL DESK. 1-800-252-1070 or 617-893-8782. 

Check with us lor other specials to Caberete, Dominican Republic and San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


? * „,,5 e '* a ^. ad ? de You to relax in the sun. just fifty yards from the warm, clear Pacific 

in the locked oarane^nSTM^lh^ H0USE locatel1 belween Paia and Hookipa. Kee P Y° uf sails rigged 
is ideal for uq 9 |o sto npnnJ mmw/ pn k vale s “ lucletl cove ' Ful| Y '“rnished three bedroom, two bath house 
R0R-R71 -8826 P p e ' A only ^ 757 ni 9 ht you ' 11 want to stay forever! For reservations and information call: 
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STAINLESS 

STEEL 


SpEEDsLoCKT 

BOARD INSURANCE WITH 
ONE LOW PREMIUM 



PADLOCK & CABLE NOT INCLUDED- 


Available by Mail Order 
In the United States (duty paid) 
$12.95 U.S. Funds plus $2.00 
Handling & Priority Mail. 

For information call 
1-800-361-4912 
Payment by check. 

Money Order or C.O.D. 
Absolute satisfaction guaranteed. 

MOTION DESIGN CREATIONS INC. 
P.0. Box 359, Hudson, Quebec 
Canada, JOP 1H0 
(514) 458*4367 
United States Patent N° 4.680,949 
Pat. Pend. • Canada. Australia. Europe & Japan 
Dealer inquiries invited 
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At Hood River Windsurfing, we've 
put together the perfect room and 
board package. The room? 

Choose from Hood River Village 
Resort or cozy Bed and Break¬ 
fasts. The board? Tiga or Sea- 
trend. Gorge proven and tested. 
Equipped with Ampro mast, 
Windsure boom and a Neil Pryde 
or Gaastra sail. We can arrange 
lessons for first time sailors or the 
more advanced. We can even 
book transportation and arrange 
car rental through our in-^house 
travel service. 

So call us for a Gorge experi¬ 
ence that really pays i off. 



4 Fourth Sired. Hood River. Oregon 97031 


NEW 

QUIPMENT 


4 4 

Three 
Items 
Of Note 

SAVE THAT SKEG 


O f all the new skeg-saving de¬ 
vices on the market now, this 
one, designed by Marine Safety 
Systems, seems to work really 
well. It has a slide plate made of a 
hard, breakable plastic with an internal 
brass nut that replaces the standard 
metal slider now in use. This new 
plastic plate is naturally designed to 
break before your fin tab breaks, just 
like the others, yet it has enough 
strength to withstand non-fin-damaging 
blows. 

It sounds simple, and it is, but two 
things make this product unique. First, 
this product actually seems to be the 
strong enough. In a highly scientific 
test, I put a glass fin in my box and 
sailed in a rocky, kelp-ridden area. 

First, I sliced into a kelp bed, and it 
held. Next, I sailed up onto a sand 
beach, and to my surprise, it held. Fi¬ 
nally, I hit a rock, and believe it or not, it 
broke, without damaging the fin, save 
for a little nick in the leading edge. 

This is where the second unique 
feature comes in. The internal brass 
nut saves the screw in your fin tab, so 
the only thing you end up losing is the 
plate. Skeg Savers come in packs that 
contain two plates and one screw. 
Realistically, you should never need to 
replace the screw or your fin if you use 
this device'correctly, and the seven or 
eight bucks it costs is well worth the 
price of protecting your $100 fin. 

Contact Marine Safety Systems. PO 
Box 3374, Annapolis, MD 21403, or 
circle reader service card number 
16 7.—Tom James 


DING BREAK¬ 
THROUGH 


I still don’t know exactly what this stuff 
is, but I like it—a lot. It's called 
“Ding Stick," and—you guessed it— 


AAA 

your little sister can repair a ding for 
you 

The ding stick, marketed by Mistral, 
is a tube of grey putty surrounding a 

* white center. It looks a lot like a new 
candy bar, but as tempting as it may 
look, don’t eat it; when you find out how 
handy this stuff is, you’ll want it all for 

* your boards. 

Of course, there are about a million 
“quick ding repair kits” on the market, 
but the simplicity of this one sets it 
apart. All you have to do is cut off a 
piece at least an inch long and kneed 
the stuff up between your fingers until 
the grey and white parts become a 
homogenous white. Then, simply cram 
it into a dry, clean ding and go sailing. 



You don’t have to wait for it to dry, as it 
will “go off” even underwater, and you 
don’t even need to sand it because if 
you're careful, the repair will be neat 
and clean. It dries hard as a rock, and 
if you really want, you can sand it down 
and get it to blend in perfectly with the 
finish of your white board. 

I've tried it on all sorts of production 
boards, on both epoxy and polyester 
custom boards, and even on plastic 
boards. It works on all types, but I 
haven't tested it on the plastic models 
long enough to know how well it holds 
up. On epoxy and polyester boards, 

Hli Vi. »»— j_ t..u __ 











































other uses for the product as well. It 
patches wood, pipes, ceramics, seals 
electrical connections, fixes leaks, and 
is safe for carrying potable water. In 
fact, I don’t really know how civilization 
has progressed as far as it has without 
the stuff. For more information, contact 
Mistral at 7222 Parkway Drive, Dorsey, 
MD 21076, or circle reader service 
number 170 —Tom James 


PACK A HEATER 


D rysuits may keep you dry, but no 
one ever said they'd keep you 
truly warm. If-you find yourself 
getting chilled despite being 
covered head-to-toe in 4mm neoprene, 
there is a solution other than wearing 
three sets of woollies underneath: heat 
packs. 

There are several kinds on the 
market, but most are the disposable 
one-use kind that cost a couple of 
bucks. You mix a couple of fluids 
together within a plastic bag and they 
produce heat for an hour or so. That's 
fine, but then you throw them away. 

A company called Heat Pack 
Northwest now makes a product called 
the Heat Solution™ which is quite 
unique and works great. The Heat 
Solution™ is a small (three by four 
inches), tough plastic packet contain¬ 
ing sodium acetate, a food-grade salt, 
which converts from liquid to crystal 
whenever subjected to a burst of heat 
at 130 degrees. 

Inside the packet is a small metal 
disc. When you give this disc a little 
pop, it provides just the right amount of 
concentrated heat to set off the 
chemical reaction that changes the 
chemical from liquid to solid, giving off 
lots of heat during the process. This 
simple system will produce a nice, 
warm packet for an hour or so, at just 
the right temperature and duration to 
slip into your drysuit for a session on icy 
water. 

The best part is that when it cools 
down, you can reuse it simply by 
dropping it into boiling water for a few 
minutes when you get home. The 
boiling water breaks the crystals back 
down into their liquid form, and presto! 
It's ready to use again and again (up to 
100 times, the company claims). Small 
sizes run around $6 and are available in 
many outdoor stores. 

To keep warm this winter, contact 
Heat Pack Northwest at 2229 E. 
Burnside, Suite 87, Gresham, OR 
97030, or circle number 169 on the 
reader service card. They make several 
different sizes of the Heat Solution™ in 


You’re looking at 
our latest catalog. 



We’ll meet any advertised sale price on any product in 
stock. Thafe any price— pre-season or show specials 
included! 

So, when you look at one of those expensive, glossy 
catalogs, consider how much it cost them to produce and 
mail it. Then check out Madd MikeS for Boston’s largest 
selection of windsurfing equipment and accessories. 


Madd Mike’s Windsurfing 

617-451-6181 


FREE SHIPPING 

Same Day Service No-Hassle Returns 
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Wherefore Art Thou? 


"1 R] ave y° u ^ een searc ^' n 9 f° r 

|JJ‘ unique piece of modern 
■in windsurfing art? It’s here at last 
j Li in the form of this free-standing 
sculpture by Vermont artist Jack Chase. 
This original piece of art stands 20 by 
15 inches and is made from six-inch 


railroad spikes, bent and welded by 
hand. The sail is available in brass or 
copper. 

To order your very own windsurfer 
sculpture, write Vermont Crafts Collec¬ 
tion, PO Box 469, Dept. 145, 
Hinesburg, VT 05461. Circle reader 
service card number 106. 



Racelite Seat Harness 


a aastra Sails has come out with 
the Racelite, a one-piece 
harness geared to the slalom 
and racing sailor. The Racelite 
has a very low hook, enabling you to 
carry more sail. You won't be overpow¬ 
ered in gusty winds because the 
Racelite harness lets you take full 
advantage of your body weight. The 
Racelite keeps your center of effort low, 
but allows you to twist your upper body 
at will. The spreader bar has a fixed 
position for fast upwind sailing and 
racing. 

For more details, contact Gaastra 

Qailc 1 A QtravA/horrv Mill A up Fast 



Top Guns 


L ooking to upgrade your current 
sail arsenal? Well, you're in luck: 
Gun Sails are here! Available 
only in Europe until now, Gun 
Sails are being imported into North 
America by Northern Aquatic Sports 
Accessories Distribution (NASAD). 
Manufactured in Germany and Holland 
since 1981, these sails all have heavy- 
duty glued and stitched all-Mylar 
construction, tapered battens, rein¬ 
forced batten pockets, and extra 
heavy-duty straps. Five models will be 
marketed in the US and Canada and 
are available exclusively by mail order 
or telephone (800-363-6277). Prices 
start at around $200. 

For more information, contact 
NASAD. PO Box 520, Chazy, NY 


Ultra Shades 


I f you're too often blinded by the 
Jr light, then check out the latest sport 
J glasses and goggles from Carrera, 
jj The company uses the latest in lens 
and frame technology to design 
eyewear that meets the rigorous 
demands of boardsailing. This year, 
Carrera introduces two new polarized 
sunglasses, the Ultrapol and Ultrasight. 
The Ultrapol’s highly efficient polariza¬ 
tion filter maximizes protection against 
reflected glare, while the Ultralight lens 
reduces blue light enough to lessen 
haze and glare, but not so much to alter 
true color perception. 

For more information, contact 
Carrera, Division 35, Maple St., PO Box 
2, Norwood, NJ 07648, or circle reader 
service card number 103. 

Wicked Winches 


f you believe that good things come 
in small packages, then you'll love 
the new US-207 Mini-Winch from 
Barrecrafters. It's a strap and winch 
system that makes it a snap to carry 
canoes and sailboards on the Unisport 
System. Unlike conventional strap kits, 
the Mini-Winch is designed to attach 
quickly to the rack. Once attached, 
the strap is turned with a key instead of 
a cumbersome crank. The Mini-Winch 
makes transporting large items safe 
and simple. 

For additional information, contact 
Barrecrafters, Box 158, Shelburne, VT 
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phauis designed for uvo.o 
beginner and course ran; - 
boards aren't totally suitable 


or 


ytL'' high-performance sailing 
Inal's why 4 Knots is introducing mo 
iirsi uphaul system specifically do 
signed for high-performance ngs. Inis 
new uphaul is simple, light, strong and 
attaches quickly and easily to any ny 
Prototypes have been tested and used 
by several top pros over the past few 
months and have earned rave reviews. ! 
The 4 Knots uphaul is made of tubular 1 
nylon webbing, which absorbs very little 
water yet is strong and IJV lesistant. 

The bungied lower end keeps it snug 
against the mast so it won't get caught 
dining tricky maneuvers 
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FINDER 


KEY WEST 


Ninety miles from Cuba and a million 
miles from anywhere else lies the tropical 
island hideaway of Key West. Our south¬ 
ernmost WindFinder, Dave Pitcher, has 
the inside scoop on some favorite local 
sailing spots... 

O f you’ve had it with frigid winter weather 
with sailing conditions suitable only for 
members of the Polar Bear Club, and if 
even spring’s milder temperatures are 
still making you shiver, it may be time to 
consider a sailing vacation on a sub¬ 
tropical island. You say you don’t have a 
passport and you don’t want to spend big 
bucks on airline tickets? Well, guess 
what, Bubba; you don’t need either a 
passport or a plane ticket to sail here in 
Key West, and our winters are so mild that 
most of the time a wetsuit is optional. Still 
pot convinced? Well, how about this: our 
windy season is fall, winter, and spring. 

Unfortunately, winter is also the tourist 
season, so accommodations are at their 
highest prices, but there are plenty of 
campgrounds in the area, so there are 
alternatives to expensive hotel rooms. 
Some of you may like the idea of a hotel 
right on the beach where you can rent 
equipment without even leaving the 
grounds, and we’ve got that here, too, but 
be ready to pay dearly for that luxury. 
Rooms at The Reach start at $175 a night 
during season. Of course, that’s at the 
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Key West 

Winds 

□ 

Praising 

Arizona 

□ 

The Atlantic 
Cup 

top-end of the lodging scale, and there 
are less expensive places to stay in town. 

A room for two at El Patio Motel will cost 
you $58 a night in season, or if you’re 
willing to stay up the Keys a way, you can 
find even better rates. Ten miles up US 1 
on Big Coppitt Key, you can spend the. 
night at Caribbean Lodging for $45 dur¬ 



ing the season and $25 off season, but 
since they only have nine units, reserva¬ 
tions are a must. The easiest way to shop 
for a room is to call the Key West Welcome 
Center at 305-296-4444. They will find a 
place for you to stay and even make your 



DARRELL JONES 

reservations for you. 

If you don't want to schlepp your 
equipment down here with you, that’s no 
problem at all. South Sailboards is right 
on Stock Island just before you cross the 
last bridge into Key West, and Miguel or 
Pattie will be happy to rent you a complete 
rig—including a roof rack and a har¬ 
ness—for $45 daily, or $165 weekly. 
They have a good selection of 
shortboards to choose from, but if you’re 
looking to rent a longboard, then Smath- 
ers Beach or County Beach is the place to 
go. 

There are three rental concessions at 
those places, so you’ll be sure to find 
something you like. If you're looking to 
buy new equipment or custom boards 
from world-class designers, check out 
South Sailboards for Jimmy Lewis de¬ 
signs, and Latitude 24 for Angulo-de¬ 
signed boards. Needless to say, there 
are a lot of happy local sailors here with JL 
boards and Angulos. We are indeed 
fortunate to have two board shops here 
that stock such quality custom equip¬ 
ment. 

If you come here in the winter you’ll 
want to bring a good range of sails so 
you'll be able to get out in those light 15- 
knot days as well as in our “Nuclear North¬ 
ers," where gusts in the 35- to 40-knot 
range will leave you crying on shore if you 
forgot to pack your three or four square 
meter sails. Those serious north winds 
tend to get a little chilly, so don't forget 
that wetsuit. The air temperature might 
get down in the mid to lower '50s during 
a strong norther, but the water is always a 
good five to 15 degrees warmer than the 
air on such occasions. If you fall in, 
sometimes you actually warm up. 
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'Speed Seat. Ahighqual- 
upport seat harness which 
romfort and durability, 
e in Unisex sizes XS - XL. 
I colors available. $79.95 
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Sailor Wayne Fox catches some air time at Bahia Honda, north ot Key West. 
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)-544-WIND TO PLACE YOUR ORDER OR 
VISIT A SAILWAYS NEAR YOU! 


This RAF Radial Slalom sail has been 
specially built for Sailways by Freedom. 
With its Draft Stabilizer Strap, the sail 
shape is "locked in" for incredible accel¬ 
eration, a broad wind range and an un- 
paralelled top end speed. Top quality 
scrim mylars make sail lightweight and 
durable. This is the ideal all around RAF 
slalom sail. 


SIZE 

MAST 

BOOM 

CAT# 

PRICE 

4.7 

15'0"* 

5’5" 

FRSRS47 

$349 

5.4 

157" 

6T’ 

FRSRS54 

$364 

6.3 

16'3"* 

6’8" 

FRSRS63 

$379 

7.1 


7*4" 

FRSRS71 

$392 


With Snake Skin. A warm and 
flexible one piece steamer with removable sleeves. 3mm 
Nylon l (Snake Skin) body with 2mm Nylon l (Snake Skin) 
sleeves. Vertical back zipper and snug fitting neck seal. 
Men's XS - XXL & MT, Women's 8-16 (even sizes only). 
Water temperature range >50 degrees. 

Order # ONL9161 (men) #ONL9461 (worn.) $169 


Order Your Free 64 Page 
Sailways Catalog Today! 


DASHIN 9 DAVE ON HIS DOUBLE CONCAVE 


Neil Pryde Slalom Booms. A very stiff and 
durable micro-adjustable slalom boom com¬ 
plete with a Chinook clip on front end. Avail¬ 
able in two lengths. 88 degree bend 
accomodates any RAForcambcr induced sail. 
Specially priced! $149 


Sailways has the best selection of high 
performance slalom boards available 
from Ace Tec, Angulo. Fanatic, F2, Hi 
Tech, Jimmy Lewis, Seatrcnd, West 
Winds, Windsurfing Hawaii and many 
more! Call today for more information 


Da Kine Speed Seat. A high qual¬ 
ity, full support seat harness which 
offers comfort and durability. 
Available in Unisex sizes XS - XL. 
Assorted colors available. $79.95 


i 

i 
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Windbome +Sailways Sailways of Mystic Sailways of Manhattan 
Summit Place, Rt. 1 2 Pearl St. 859 Broadway 


Sailways of New City Sailways of Southampton Sailways of Plymouth 
14 North Main St. 1686 North Hwv Rt 77 Trout S» 


Sailways 
299 Wordin Ave. 

















these winds usually bring milder tem¬ 
peratures with them. On these days 
when the sun is shining brightly, you may 
be so comfortable that just a light top will 
suffice, and that might be more for UV 
protection than warmth. Speaking of ul¬ 
traviolet rays, be sure to use a good sun 
screen to keep them at bay. Most people 
don’t realize just how mean the sun can 
be down at these latitudes, and even in 
the middle of winter, you can get a nasty 
burn in no time if you don’t protect your 
skin. 

If you visit us during the summer, be 
sure to bring a big board and your big¬ 
gest sails. Prevailing summer winds here 
are usually pretty mild, so without a 
good-sized board, you may not be doing 
much sailing. During hurricane season 
(June to November), the weather here 
can suddenly get pretty rowdy as tropi¬ 
cal storms in the Caribbean start influ¬ 
encing our conditions. If you’re lucky 
enough to be here one of the those times, 
you’ll need your high-wind gear for sure, 
so either bring it all or be ready to rent 
something as the need arises. 

You’ll be sailing either in flat water in 
the back country bays, or in small swells 
or waves in the Atlantic, so ideally, you 
should bring a slalom board and a sec¬ 
ond board that has a shape designed for 
waves. If your slalom board is in the nine- 
to nine-six range, then you’ll be set up for 
lighter-wind days in any wind direction, 
since both the bays and the ocean will be 
flat in mild winds. 

The other board should be the small 
one, because if the wind is really strong 
out of the east or south, you’ll be sailing 
in the Atlantic, where you’ll have a lot 
more fun on a wave board. If the north 
winds get really unruly, the bays get 
decent chop on them, too, so there 
again, the wave board will do it for you. If 
you’re bringing a longboard, then you’re 
going to be ready for any direction, and 
with plenty of shallow water on both sides 
of the island, this is an ideal place to learn 
to sail or to teach a friend. 

One more vital piece of equipment for 
the shortboard sailor is a weed fin. When 
the conditions get radical here, you can't 
be without one, because we do get a lot 
of seaweed during those good blows. 

Now that you're geared up, you'll 
need to know where to go in what winds. 
As you approach Key West on the high¬ 
way at about mile marker seven, you'll 
notice Boca Chica Naval Air Station on 
the left. It’s easy to spot by the big white 
radar domes on this side of the flight line. 
Just past the Air Base is Boca Chica Bay, 
which is spanned by the last big bridge 
before you get into town, and just on the 
west side of the bridge you'll see our 
favorite sailing spot for north winds. 

It's called Enchanted Isle, and it has a 
little causeway connecting it to the high¬ 
way. This spot is private property and is 

ftH fnr rlov/olrtnmont hi it thflnkc tn thr* 





























































joys seeing sailboards plying the water of 
the Bay, we are able to use it for sailing. 
Once the building starts we’ll have to sail 
elsewhere, but for now it can’t be beat. 
There are no facilities, but there is room 
for plenty of sailors, provided we use a 
little sense in parking our vehicles in a 
somewhat orderly fashion. 

There is plenty of shelter for rigging 
provided by the red mangrove trees that 
surround most of the shoreline, and the 
water access is about 150 feet wide. At 
low tide you’ve got a good 100 feet of 
shallow water to wade through before 
you can step on your board and take off. 
There’s a small area of shoals to watch for 
right after you step on your board, but if 
you head up away from the island you'll 
be okay. 

Boca Chica Bay is an excellent place 
to learn to sail since most areas are only 
about five feet deep, so the chop never 
gets too big. You almost never get in over 
your head as long as you don’t get too 
close to the bridge at the east end, or too 
close to the channel at the west end. If 
you want to find choppier conditions, just 
bear up to the head of Key Haven where 
the channel starts and you'll get them. 

If you'd rather find your board’s top- 
end in some really flat water, then head 
up even farther past the power lines until 
you get into the real back-country flats, 
where the average depth is more like 16 
inches at high tide. Up there you won’t 
find chop even in the strongest winds; 


just ripples. Now, that’s fun, but it’s a bit 
of work to get out there, so it really isn’t 
recommended for the novice, and since it 
is about a mile from the launch site, be 
prepared to wade back if you get caught 
out there and the wind dies. 

On the chance that construction is 
underway when you find Enchanted Isle, 
don't give up. You can launch from the 
side of the highway, but it's kind of hairy. 
The shallows are separated from the flats 
by a little channel that drops off fast from 
the edge of the causeway, so a little care 
is necessary to get off without damaging 
your equipment. The Bay bottom is kind 
of gnarly, and some sort of foot protection 
is recommended, but not imperative if 
you walk lightly. Other than that, Boca 
Chica Bay is a great place to sail. 

If you are the intrepid and accom¬ 
plished type of sailor desiring a little more 
excitement in your northwind sailing, then 
you might want to check out Fort Zachary 
Taylor which has a tiny beach facing Key 
West Harbor. This spot is only for the well- 
seasoned sailing veteran who doesn't 
mind a rocky launch site and lots of boat 
traffic in order to get at some big swells. 
Also, you'll want to sail this spot only on an 
incoming tide The strong outgoing cur¬ 
rent makes returning to the launch site a 
real chore, and if you can't make the little 
beach where you launch, you will either 
come back on the rocks or not at all. 

That fact, coupled with the long walk 
from the parking area to the launch site, 




All the elements for perfect wind¬ 
surfing! Wind and warm shallow 
sound conditions coupled with 
Kitty Hawk Sports’ weekend and 
week-long windsurfing camps 
offering clinics customized to the 
group. Field trips, social events 
and lodging. Perfect for the begin¬ 
ner and intermediate sailor. 
Advanced technique lessons also 
offered. 


For More 
Information or 
Reservations. 

Write: 

Kitty Hawk Sports, Attn: Keith 
P.O. Box 340, Nags Head, NC 27959 
or Call: (919) 441-4124 


Reader Service 33 




happy. Flat water, 

steady winds that average between 15-20 knots and gust up to unbeliev¬ 
able, an ample supply of up-to-the-minute equipment and an unlimited 
supply of warm Caribbean sun. In other words, windsurfing in Aruba 
will blow you away. 

For more information call the number below. For reservations see 
your tra^el^en^l^800-TO-ARUBA (NY 212-246-3030). 


S'ueo 
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. .OurFlag 

Flies in All The Right Places ” 


We have complete Travel Packages from 
Anywhere to the World/s Finest Locations 


MAUI ARUBA 

ST. BARTHELEMY CURACAO 

BARBADOS ANTIGUA 

ST. THOMAS ST. LUCIA 

THE GORGE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Travel Packages Including Round Trip Airfare 
Accomodations, and 
Performance Equipment 

FROM $699 


THE 

ULTIMATE WINDSURFING 
DESTINATION 

IS JUST A PHONE CALLAWAY!! 


For reservations call: 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-635-1155 
TOLL FREE in Canada: 1-800-228-2882 
in PA: 215-348-9813 
FAX: 215-348-2341 

WINDSURFING 
[CATIONS 

P.O. Box 1097, Doylcstow n, PA 18901 



• makes the Fort one of our least-used 

• sailing areas, so if you and your friends go 
' there, you will probably have it to your- 
’ selves. It also has a southern exposure, 
’ but that long haul from the parking area 
' and its rocky beach, which drops off 
’ rapidly and has a rough shorebreak in 
’ high winds, make it less-than-popular 

• with the locals. It’s still a neat park to visit, 
though. 

If the wind is east/northeast, the next 

• preferred spot is the Steps, also called 

• the Ramps, located at the eastern end of 
the island on South Roosevelt Boulevard 

’ just past the airport. You can park right 
next to the Boulevard on a wide sidewalk 
that drops down to the water in two big, 
' wide steps. A little farther back toward 
' the airport, the steps give way to a con- 
' crete ramp sloping from the sidewalk 
' down to the water, and at low tide, it’s 

• sometimes better to sail from here be- 

• cause you have a little more depth. 

This area has an Atlantic exposure, 
' but the times you’ll sail here the water will 

• be relatively flat due to the wind direction 

• and the shallow depths, unless you ven- 

• ture really far out into the ocean to ride 
' some swells. Some of us do it occasion- 
' ally, but it’s not a real good idea to get out 
’ that far, and especially not alone. 

The only drawback to sailing the Steps 

• or the Ramps is the rigging area, which is 

• deceptively hard on equipment and ve- 
‘ hides. Since you're rigging on a concrete 

• surface with no protection from the pre- 
’ vailing winds, your gear is subject to 

• serious abrasion, and in really strong 
' winds here, you'll want to make sure your 

• sail is tied to the bumper of your car so it 
’ doesn’t take off. (I know of at least two 

• windshields that succumbed to flying 

• sails here.) Other than that, this area is 
' another winner for both the beginning 

• and advanced sailor. If you want to 

• practice jibes or waterstarts, just stay in a 

• little closer, where the water is flatter and 

• shallower. 

For east, south, and the rare west 

• wind, the hands-down favorite is Smath- 

• ers Beach, located right down the Boule- 

• vard from the Steps. Most of the locals 

• prefer launching from the cove at the 

• beginning of the beach, but almost any- 
4 where along the half-mile stretch of sandy 

• beach is good to sail from. The closer you 

• get to the airport, the shallower the water 

• gets, so be careful down at that end. 

Smathers has plenty of free (so far) 

• parking on both the ocean side and the 

• other side of the Boulevard, and a wide 

• sidewalk that's ideal for rigging your sails 

• as long as you don't block it with your 

• gear. There is often a lot of pedestrian 

• and bicycle traffic on the sidewalk on nice 

• days, so remember to leave them room to 

• pass. There is also a restroom with out- 

• door showers at the beginning of the 

• beach, and plenty of mobile food vendors 

• who set up shop on most days, although 
. i/m i xA/nn't find them there on those reaiu, 
















The bottom here ranges from sandy to 
slightly rocky with an occasional urchin 
here and there, so step lightly when you 
feel rocks, because that’s where the 
spiny little critters like to hang out. 

You may encounter a wide variety of 
conditions at Smathers as the weather 
changes. One day may be ideal for 
longboard sailing, with calm water and 
light winds, and the next may be a 
shortboard sailor's dream come true, 
complete with breaking waves and side- 
shore winds. Admittedly, the latter condi¬ 
tions usually only occur when a major 
storm (like Hurricane Gilbert—that was 
fantastic!) passes by, but when good 
shortboard conditions start happening at 
Smathers, you will want to be there. 

East winds make for fairly flat water in 
close, but good-sized swells farther out, ' 
and it’s possible to make reaches straight ' 
out and back with good jumps, depend- * 
ing on the swell size. When the south ' 
winds start kicking, you can reach up and 
down the length of the beach or the entire * 
island if you feel like it. 

Up toward the airport the water gets * 
flatter, and the other way the waves get ’ 
bigger as you approach the White Street * 
pier. You can sail past the pier to hit even * 
bigger swells off County Beach and the * 
Casa Marina, but give the pier a wide * 
berth because the two-way wave action ' 
off the end of it has thrown more than one * 
sailor. 

If you’re lucky enough to catch a * 
southwest blow at Smathers, then you’re * 
going to see Key West waves at their * 
biggest and breakingest. This isn’t very * 
big compared with what most wave spots * 
have to offer, but they sure are fun to sail * 
in, and most of the time they aren’t the * 
type of waves that destroy equipment. * 
That can be a big plus for those of you * 
who aren’t sponsored or independently ’ 
wealthy. 

County Beach is west from Smathers, • 
and it’s got the same exposure, so you ■ 
can sail there in south winds, too. It has ' 
restrooms and outdoor showers, a res- ’ 
taurant, and a board rental concession as ; 
well. Sailing out of the cove there on a * 
small board can be tricky, but for long- • 
boards it’s ideal. 

The only other spot you may want to try * 
is South Beach right at the end of Duval * 
Street. There is only a restaurant on the * 
beach there, and the parking is adjacent * 
to the beach, but not on it like at Smathers * 
and County Beach. The waves down at * 
this end of the island are usually bigger • 
than at the other southern exposures, but * 
for some reason, hardly anyone sails from 
here. Maybe after you’ve experienced 
the effortless launch from Smathers, 
you’ll know why. 

So now that you know what kind of 
conditions Key West has to offer, what are 
you waiting for? Get the car loaded up, 
grab the old sun block and shades, and 
come on down. We'll be looking for you 



Maui’s Best Rental Equipment. 

Featuring: Angulo Custom Boards, Seatrend, Fanatic/A.R.T, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Neil Pryde & More 


■ Chose from the Maui Windsurf 
Company's huge inventory of high 
performance equipment, latest in 
sailing and beach accessories. 

■ Full service retail, rental, lesson 
shops. Let our professional staff 
show you the best areas to sail. 

■ Closest shop to airport & Kanaha 
Beach Park & other prime North 
Shore spots. 


■ Unlimited equipment changes, lay 
days. Radio contact with beach for up to the 
minute weather and ocean conditions. 


LA 


hrrwrxJ censers 


For Brochures /Reservations 

can 800-223-5443 


1-800-872-0999 

520 Keolani Place 
Kahului, Maui 96732 
1-800-877-4816 
FAX 808-877-4696 
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Guaranteed Waterstarts In 3 Days! 

Let Dave and Mamie Crans Improve Your Windsurfing Techniques. 


■ Novice, intermediate, Jibe. 
Watcrstart & private lessons in 
Maui’s only complete Windsurfing 

■ Maximum four students per 
class. 21^ to 3 hour lessons in pro¬ 
tected, warm, Maui tropical waters. 

■ Our special 3 and 5 Lesson 
packages let you advance at your 
own speed. 


■ Lessons include on beach videos, land 
simulation, on water radio communica' 
tion and certification. 



For Brochure/Reservatlons 

can 1-800-223-5443 


” MjniMafKWizx2iuntz)g>coo« 


1-800-872-0999 

520 Kaolani Plan 
Kahului. Mam 96732 
1-8088774816 
FAX 8068774696 





























THE MOST 
SUCCESSFUL 
FUNBOARD 
OF ALL TIMES 


At 117” and weighing only 28 lbs., 
Ihe Malibu is extremely fast and 
carves gybes smoother than most 
slalom boards. Standard features 
include retractable daggerboard, 
adjustable boom, aluminum mast, 
65 sq.ft, camber sail, mast track, 
footstraps, and much more. The 
Malibu is able to tack, uphaul, 
waterstart and can handle a wind 
range of 10 to 30 knots. We rate 
this board thumbs up and recom¬ 
mend the Mistral Malibu for the 
serious beginner to the aggressive 
expert looking for value, perfor¬ 
mance and superior quality. 


SAVE $750 

Regularly $1845 You Pay $1095 


New England J 


Sailboard Co .1 


802/874-4178 

SHOWROOMS 
P.O. Box 233W 
Jamaica, VT 05343 

Rt. 4 East 
Rutland, VT 


Available thru 
our showrooms. 


Supplies are 
very Med. 


Reader 
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LAKE HAVASU 
AND LAKE 
MOHAVE, AZ 


If you think only cactus and wild flow- 
ers thrive in the strong Southwest sun, 
then you'll be pleasantly surprised to 
discover that where there's tumbleweed, 
there's wind. Our Arizona Wind Finder 
Oliver Shorethose reports .. 

~ ake Mohave and Lake Havasu are 
two unknown lakes to most 
boardsailors outside of Arizona. 

1 They are located on the Arizona/ 
California border along the Colorado 
River and are the site of some red-hot 
southwest sailing. 

Lake Mohave lies just north of Bull¬ 
head City, Arizona, famous for having the 
nation's highest summer temperatures. 
On a 15-knot day, the wind chill can be 
100 degrees. This lake is popular with 
fishermen and water skiers but only till 


zona, take US Highway 93. which runs 
from Kingman to Las Vegas Turn west at 
mile marker 46 into Cottonwood road and 
follow it down to the lake 

Every Memorial Day weekend sailors 
from Bullhead, Lake Havasu City. Phoe¬ 
nix, and Flagstaff gather for three days of 
undisturbed fun Bring camping gear, 

* plenty of water, and all your sailing equip- 

* ment. Last year, we were on 3.7s on 
Sunday morning It's about a four-mile 

’ reach to the Nevada shore. The launch 
’ site there is known as Six Mile Cove, 

* accessible by driving east from Search- 

* light, Nevada. Turn south where the big 
’ power lines cross the road, pass the 

* cemetery, and go six miles. 

When it’s blowing out of the north, 
’ which happens October through April or 

* right after a cold front, the best place to 

* sail from is Cabin Site Point. Located two 

* miles north of Katherine Landing Marina, 
’ this is a day-use only area Camping is 
’ available at Telephone Cove just north of 
’ the marina or 15 minutes away in Bull- 

* head. 

Across the river from Bullhead City is 



CAR YARBROUGH 

about 10 a.m., because that’s when the ' Laughlin, Nevada. Here, legalized gam- 
wind starts kicking in. ’ bling is just a short ferry-boat ride away. 

In the late spring and summer it blows ' There are a dozen or so hotel/casinos 
out of the south between eight and 20 ' lined up along the river anxious to take 
knntQ Fven 25 knots is not uncommon ud ' vourmnnev 

















VIC STILES 


Havasu City, home of the famous London 
Bridge. It was disassembled in London, 
shipped here, and reassembled in 1971 
The only windsurfing shop in the area is 
located here at the water’s edge. Havasu 
Windsports can be reached by going 
across the bridge onto the island. Turn in 
at the Nautical Inn, and go to the south 
beach of the resort. Lessons, rentals, 
recreational, and high-tech gear are 
available seven days a week from Febru¬ 
ary through December. You can even go 
parasailing or sail a Hobie Cat. There is 
plenty of free parking and flat water to sail 
on. 

Another good launch site on Havasu 
is at Windsor State Beach. It has a $3 
daily fee and a $6 nightly campground 
fee. Both north and south winds blow 
sideshore. The challenge here is to race 
your partner the three miles across to the 
California side and back. The chop can 
reach four feet in the middle, so be pre¬ 
pared for some rough going. 

Sail sizes for both lakes range from 
6.0 down to 4.0 in the winter, and 8.0 
down to 3.0 in the summer. That's right, 
3.0! Monsoon winds in July and August 
can reach speeds of 50 mph or more. 
Watch for calm and humid conditions with 
thunderheads prior to a big blow. Only 
the true Monsoon Chaser will go out in 
these conditions. 

These lakes never get colder than 50 
degrees in January and February and air 
temperatures range from 40 degrees at 
night to 70 during the day. The warm 
weather kicks in around March and by 
mid-summer, the water often hits 85 
degrees and the air goes to 115 degrees 
in the shade. 

Both lakes are suitable for beginners 
through experts depending on condi¬ 
tions. Longboard sailors will enjoy ex¬ 
ploring the many coves and inlets in the 
area. Sailing around Havasu Island has 
become the thing to do, so come on out 
west and give us a run for our money, or 
just take a look at where the London 
Bridge fell down. 

For more information on Lake Mohave 
or Lake Havasu, call Havasu Windsports 



Maui Windsurfing Vacations From $789 

Includes: Roundtrip Airfare, Car, Condo, Board and Rig. 


■ Everything you need to ex¬ 
perience the thrill of windsurfing 
the best conditions in the world — 
ideal for all abilities. 

■ One week from $789! Rates for 
lon|er stays and non-sailors 
available. Call us today 

■ Choice of Maui's best rental 
equipment from The Maui Wind¬ 
surf Company and lessons from 
Maui Magic Windsurfing Schools 


■ Beachfront condos and private North 
Shore vacation homes carefully chosen 
to meet a wind surfer's needs. 


VELA 

I x;-AO!(.(r^ 


For Brochures/Reservations 

call 800-223-5443 



1-800-872-0999 

520 KeoUm Place 
Kahului, Maui 96732 
1-808-877-4816 
FAX 808-877-4696 
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SOUTH PADRE ISLAND/WINTER PARK 
BLOWOUT '89 



May 5-7 

Men’s & Women’s 
Divisions 


Year-round warm waters in the 
Gulf of Mexico and Laguna 
Madre Bay. Sail “The Ditch,” 
“Boca,” “The Fiats" and “Jetties” 
for a variety of challenging wind 
conditions. ‘All proceeds to 
benifit Sea Turtle, Inc. 


Other upcoming South Padre Island boardsailing 
events include: 

BIC Sports 2nd Annual Speed Trials 
March 31—April 10,1989 

Alpha Worlds—November, 1989 


WINTER 

PARK'S? 

RESORT 


COLORADO 




ISLAND TEXAS 


THE BETTER END Of THE ISLAND 

Call Toll Free for information and our Video Tour: 

(TX) 1-800-992-4753 (US) 1-800-992-7263 (CANADA) 1-800-343-2368 

South Padre Island Visitor & Convention Bureau 
RO. Box 3500WR, South Padre Island, Texas 78597 
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GETREADY FOR THE 1989 FANATIC 
SAILBOARD CAMPS BY ABK SPORTS 


lm| 
enj 

beautiful camp locations. 


For more information on the ABK’s camp 
near you, CALL: 

KATIE GRIFFITH—(415) 435-5134 

$358covers camping facilities, meals, T- 
chirt and all clinics with daily video analysis. 


TOPICS covered include: Triangle racing, 
short board technique, sail and board trim, 
freestyle, water starts, race starts, rules, 
jibes, weather patterns, nutrition and 
conditioning. 

SPONSORED BY: FANATIC, 
WINDRIDER,A.R.T., CARRERA, 
BARE, DAKINE, NAMBE, PRIJ0U, 


CLUB MED’S MOST 
PRECIOUS GEM 


Consistent Northeasterly offshore 
winds and a beautiful, Club Med resort 
makes the Turks and Caicos islands in 
the Caribbean much more than just an¬ 
other pretty place. 


he Turks and Caicos—ever hear of 
them? No, they’re not a New Wave 
band, they’re Caribbean islands, 
■ beautiful oases of fine, white sand 
in crystal-clear seas, with schools of rain¬ 
bow-colored tropical fish, and best of all, 
fantastic windsurfing conditions 

Located near the Bahamas, about 10O 
miles north of the Dominican Republic, 
these flat, coral-based expanses were 
once a favorite haunt of pirates, and have 
recently joined the "hit parade" of trendy 
island hot spots. Of the group’s four or 
five major islands and numerous smaller 
cays, Providenciales ("Provo" to the lo¬ 
cals) stands out as particularly special. 
Just three miles by 17 miles, it boasts a 
gem: a Club Med village appropriately 
named "Turkoise" for the jewel-like seas 
that surround it. 

Turkoise is not just another pretty 
place. The club's sports program is all- 
encompassing. Turkoise, like others in 
the Club Med family, offers sailing, water- 
skiing, snorkeling, sea excursions, pic¬ 
nics, bicycling, tennis, and more. Yet, 
even with an emphasis on so many differ¬ 
ent sports, windsurfing is definitely the 
star! 

Turkoise sports a surprisingly com¬ 
plete array of brand-new polyethylene 
funboards—all by Tiga. The boards 
range in size from 9.5 to 12 feet with fully 
retractable centerboards, footstraps, 
and the latest technology and shapes. 
Sails are equally up-to-date, available 
.fully battened and in a variety of sizes and 
styles. The equipment is yours on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 


FLAT WATER AND DORSAL FINS 


The sublime conditions off the club’s 
beach make for a windsurfer's Nirvana. 
The reef-enclosed arena offers nearly 
unlimited flat-water sailing, and you can 
glide on endlessly without a care in the 
world. And if you're lucky, you’ll be ac¬ 
companied by Jojo the dolphin! This self- 
appointed Turkoise mascot loves to lead 
sailboards around, and if you catch him at 
the right moment, you can even play with 
him in the surf! 


WIRED FOR WIND AND WAVES 


The island has moderate, northeast¬ 
erly offshore winds typical of the Carib¬ 
bean; they’re in the 12 to 18 knot range 
before noon, so technique perfection is 
the order of the morning. Afternoon side- 
shore breezes can kick up to about 20 
knots, making for some intense chop¬ 
hopping and speed-reaching. Of 




















you'll find anywhere, so count on variety 
during your stay. 

Under certain conditions, and for 
expert sailors only, the ultimate challenge 
at Turkoise is to sail about three quarters 
of a mile straight out from shore, through 
the reef opening, to the open ocean with 
its swells and waves. Caution is neces¬ 
sary here. The waves break over a reef 
and pass through a shipping channel. 
Have some sharp moves ready and 
check it out with the Turkoise staff before 
you try it. 


ENLIGHTENED INSTRUCTION 


If you want to go to Club Med for the 
lessons (for yourself or an “unenlight¬ 
ened other"), then "Dis is de place, Mon!” 
You just can't beat the set-up. The 
windsurfing instructors at Turkoise, like 
all Club Med staff members, are fresh 
and energetic, but they also know the 
land and water from all the angles. Week 
after week, as neophyte and expert 
boardsailors roll into Turkoise with vi¬ 
sions of shredding, carving power jibes, 
and breaking speed records, the staff 
guides and educates their students to 
the realities and fun of the sport. 

If it's the novice course that you’re 
after, these guys are set! At the beach 
windsurfing center, you're led from wind 
theory to dryland simulation to on-the- 
water techniques on a buoy with a tether 
line. All the basics are covered concisely 
in a manner as uncomplicated as any- 
mast method is the choice of these ex¬ 
perts. Twice a day, step-by-step, fall-by¬ 
fall, Turkoise instructors answer any and 
all questions with unending patience, 
while their students practice the “five 
steps,” try their hands at free sailing, and 
get towed in at least once. Safety is a 
prime concern, and the instructors circle 
their students in a rescue boat, watching 
them with keen eyes, and offering rides 
and words of wisdom. 

For the intermediate, lessons are also 
available on a regularly scheduled ba¬ 
sis-providing more in-depth wind the¬ 
ory, technique review, and on-the-water 
pointers and demos. 

Know all you need to and don’t need 
a lesson? Well then, the team will set you 
up on the funboard of your choice from 
Tiga's sharp new line. They'll swap sail¬ 
ing stories, equipment news, or just 
shoot the breeze with you, literally or figu¬ 
ratively! 

If you want some extra laughs and fun, 
.you can enter the windsurfing regatta 
held at the end of your stay. The winner 
takes home a medal and a bottle of 
champagne. Hang onto the medal, 
because the champagne is usually gone 
by the end of the evening! Despite the 
on-the-water start and simple-to-follow 
slalom course, the competition gets 
pretty heated, and the flashy nighttime 
awards ceremony held following the 
reqatta gives you the chance to be a 



Come to the Aruba Highwind Center. 
Aruba’s best beachfront windsurfing resort! 


■ The best wind and launch 
in Aruba, Fisherman’s Huts, 
is right outside your door! 

■ The latest Mistral, Seatrend 
and custom equipment 
always rigged for you. 

■ Learn jibes, waterstarts 
or the basics from Mistral 
Certified instructors. 


■ Accommodations at the 
Holiday Inn Aruba, a beach¬ 
front resort featuring the 
largest water sports center 
in Aruba. 

Ask about our other desti¬ 
nations— Maul, Baja 
& Cancun. 


Call Vela Today! 

800-223-5443 


Toa Free from 
U S. and Canada 


ARUBA 

vela highwind center 


3 \ 

center % 
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EXPERIENCE THE EXTRAORDINARY! 

COME AND JOIN US FOR 
THE BEST WINDSURFING IN THE WORLD. 


Choose from any of our single island destinations or our new and excitna 
multi-island windsurfing packages. Now you can sail two or more islands in 
1 week! 


We custom plan your dream windsurfing vacation to meet your even/ 
need - all ability levels and non-windsurfers, flat water and wave sailino 
individuals and families, basic lessons to exciting guided coastal tours" 9 ' 
Hawaii, Mexico, and Caribbean - Our personalized complete windsurfing 
packages can take you to the best wind anywhere in the world! 9 


CALL 24 HOURS 
1-800-999-7944 























ROGER’S 

WINDSURF PLACE 
IN ARUBA 

Get the lowest weekly 
windsurfing package rate on 
the island! 

$299 


• Aruba's best surf location 

• Seven nights in oceanfront room 
with A/C 

UDaify maid service, kitchenettes 
available 

• Ki iep your sails rigged next to your 
rWm 

• Complete shop with professional 
instruction, accessories and high- 
performance equipment by 

(hot) Tigs pro.tech 


• Luxurious five-bedroom villa available 
for groups 

Write or call Roger’s Windsurf Place at 
Smith Blvd., 472, PO Box 461, Malmok, 
Aruba, 011-2978-21918 
• Weekly off-season package rates; per person, 
double occupancy. 
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TENTH ANNUAL 
MICHELOB 
ATLANTIC CUP 


Finding some wind in southeastern • 
Florida can be harder than finding an • 
empty hotel room during Spring Break, • 
but as racer Tania Hendrick reports, the * 
Atlantic Cup had just enough wind to call • 
it a race... 


L"“J he week of the 10th Annual Miche- 
1 I lob Atlantic Cup, held on Singer 
Island, Florida, December 27 
LI through January 1, 1989, saw a 
post-Christmas stretch of some of the 
finest weather known to South Florida, but 
not much wind. Race organizers feared 
the event was doomed for the same no- 
wind situation as The Plymouth World 
Championships, held in Fort Lauderdale 
just two weeks earlier. But in the end, the 
Atlantic Cup was blessed with two good 
days of wind, four days of suntanning, 
and one last day of surprisingly strong 
winds that sent everyone scrambling. 

The first few days brought hopes for a 
windy week to the 87 registered racers. In 
tempting just-enough-to-plane winds 
and full-moon inspired surf, the amateurs 
raced two slalom heats on the opening 
day. The course was set as a downwind 
surf slalom, but the wind and the marks 


BRIAN GEDOIS 

had conflicting ideas as to the meaning of 
"downwind " With light winds and legs 
that became more points than reaches, 
the course was difficult to make. But the 
races and results stood, and it was the 
amateurs who got in the only true day of 
slalom racing. 



A FIRST CLASS ALPHA HIGH WIND RESORT 


Baja’s Secret Spot - most consistent wind in Baja. 

Off-road adventures to other secret spots. 

Three different sailing sites - flatwater to waves 

Novice to expert skill sites - lessons available 

New Alpha equipment - 4 boards for every sailor / quick change rigs. 

Mountain bikes, kayaks, tennis, volleyball, snorkeling, swimming, 

sports fishing charters, Hobie Cat rentals. 

Spacious beachfront view suites - private, remote, unspoiled. 

44 miles southeast of La Paz, 26 miles north of Los Barriles. 

OPEN DEC. 1 THRU APRIL 15-BOOK EARLY 


CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY 
U.S.A. 800 / 423-4785 
CA 800 / 352-4334 


Hotel Las Arenas 

Box 3766, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
213/921-0109 


Official Alpha Speed Center 

am® d “ 


Alpha International Speedweek 

Cnmina In March 


























An easterly wind blew on the second 

* day, signaling the race committee to set 

* up the infamous long-distance race, a 10- 

* mile run north to the Jupiter inlet By the 

* time the amateurs were back to the 

* Singer Island Hilton’s parking lot, the pros 

* were registered. Both pros and amateurs 
' were then sent out for long-distance 
' number two. 

Little did the pro men know that this 

* was it for the week—all their scores and 

* the overall winner were decided by this 

* one race. Picking the right board and sail 

* was critical in the ’’holey” onshore winds 

* and crunching waves Brian Benedict, 

* with his Florida-attuned eye, took a 6 6 

* and a big, floaty board and won the long 
' distance. 

Rhonda Smith-Sanchez, another ex- 

* Florida sailor, won the pro women’s race. 

* No other races were run that day, and the 
’ elusive 10 mph wind minimum was never 

* reached again. 

Thursday morning, a south wind was 
' blowing and marks were set for a down- 
s ’ windsurf slalom. At the 10 a.m. start, the ’ 

* wind stopped. It didn't really peter out, it * 

' just stopped. The pros abandoned their " 

' sailboards for surfboards and their * 

’ weight jackets for suntan oil, as the * 

* amateurs, course boards in hand, were * 

’ sent out in the light breeze to race. These * 

* races were not counted into the overall ' 

’ score, but judged and awarded in a * 

' separate category. 

By the last day everyone was pretty ' 

* much in a suntanning mood when the ' 

* breeze suddenly began to pick up. Hesi- * 

* tantly, the remaining participants * 

* scrambled to rig their largest sails. Marks * 

' were set and soon light sailors on light * 

‘ boards were planing. 

Two full preliminary rounds were held * 

’ in light winds. With only the finals left to ' 

* decide the top eight pro men, the racing ‘ 

1 • was called. The top finishers of the long- * 

‘ distance race were reluctantly happy (in * 

* case of a tie, slalom points are placed ' 

* above long-distance points), and those • 

* who could have moved up in the stand- * 

* ings, or even won the overall, were justi- ' 

* fiably annoyed. The results of the pro * 

* women’s heats were held, as each heat * 

* was a final. 

Except for the last four hours of the ’ 

* last day, this year’s Atlantic Cup ran *' 

* smoothly. The amateurs certainly made • 

* out like bandits, with all the great gear • 

* given away at the start and $10,325 worth • 
s • of retail prizes handed out at the finish. • 

* The Atlantic Cup has to be considered • 

* the race for amateurs as far as prizes go. * 

* Unbelievable stacks of coveted goods ■ 

* like O’Brien boards, Ampro masts, Neil * 

* Pryde sails, and Bolle’ sunglasses were * 

* given to the top finishers. 

Race director Doug Hunt was ■ 

* pleased with the race and announced the • 

* dates of the 11th Annual Michelob Atlan- • 

* tic Cup: December 27 through January 2, • 
linn i I il ■ fTin nnOnmniirco • 



MAUI 

$7791 

Call for complete details: 

1 * 800 - 852*7467 


* Prices subject to change without notice 
Early reservations suggested 
Discounted airfare from other destinations available 


HOT NEW TRAVEL PACKAGE FOR 
WINDSURFERS INCLUDES: 

Roundtrip airfare from West Coast 
7 nights in KiheHMaalaea condo 
7 days TOP QUALITY EQUIPMENT 
RENTALS 
7 days car rental 
Beachfront packages also 
available 

Lessons available by World 
Champion Alan Cadiz and staff 


111 Hana Hwy. 
Kahului Maui 
Hawaii 96732 
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COME TO FLORIDA FOR 

SCHOOL 


ON YOUR NEXT VACATION 


Learn to boardsail or dramatically improve your sailing skills. Video taping and radio instruction. 
Introductory lessons as well as Fast Tacks, Beach and Water Starts, Flare and Duck Gybes and more. 

Casual relaxed, ski lodge type atmosphere with meals in a large renovated turn of the Century Road 
House. Small groups of not more than nine students means more personal attention and instruction. 


W FANATIC 


Patty & Burr Hazen, The Sailboard Center 
9125 U.S.1. Sebastian. FL 32958 


407-589-2671 



ailboard 
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The 

Ultimate 
Caribbean 
Vacation 


In all the world, there is only one Bitter 
End...the world-class sailing resort on 
North Sound. Where you’ll sail sunny 
days away on our fleet of Sunfish, 
Lasers, Rhodes 19’s, J-24's and Mistral 
Sailboards. 

Where diversions abound! Excursions. 
Starlight dinner sails. Scuba and snorkel- 
ing. Lessons from pros at our Sailing 
School. Regattas. Or simply unwind on 
two perfect beaches and tan yourself 
bronze! 

Accommodations are deluxe in Villas or 
Chalets with spectacular views. Our ser¬ 
vice will spoil you. Our cuisine is famed! 

Yachtsmen from all over the world have 
made us their rendezvous. Make us 
yours! 

BITTER END 
YACHT CLUB 

Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands 

For free brochures, reservations: 

Bitter End Yacht Club, International 
1-800-872-2392. 875 N. Michigan, #3707 
Chicago, IL 60611. Or see your travel agent. 
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ARUBA 


7 NIGHTS FROM $349 

per perton/dbl. occup. 

Stay at the beautiful Windsurf Villas, sin¬ 
gle story rooms equipped with kitch¬ 
enettes. Located on waterfront next to 
Fisherman’s Huts. 

1989 high-tech equipment available for 
rent from the best windsurfing shop in the 
Caribbean, featuring BIC, North Sails, 
Windsurfing Hawaii & Sailboards Aruba 
— rigged & ready to sail. 

Sailboard Vacations specializes in provid¬ 
ing hassle-free vacations for windsurfers 
of all abilities. With one call make arrange¬ 
ments for lodging, sailboard rentals, les¬ 
sons, airfare, car & rack rentals. 

1 - 800 - 252-1070 

(OT7)»347,2 

Check with us (or other specials to Cabarets, 
Dominican Republic 4 San Juan, Puerto Rico. 





JSSSSS!®®* 


WINDRIDER 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

CLINICS: 

THE GORGE 
ARUBA 
ST. CROIX 

FEATURING TOP PROS 


Vacation clinics and 
race packages 
available. Call for 
information today! 




ARUBA CURACAO BONAIRE BARBADOS THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
PUERTO RICO ANTIGUA THE FLORIDA KEYS DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
AND OTHEB HOT SPOTS 

CALL: 800-237-9445. or, in Orlando: 407- 647-2170 























V 
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SAIL ON LAND 
Parking lots, 
hard packed 
beaches 



WINDSKATE SAIL 
WITH MAST 

$379 


USE 

YOUR SAIL 
AND UNIVERSAL 
OR TRY OURS 
BOARD ONLY 

$249 

WINDCRUISER 



TM 


8" PNEUMATIC TIRES 
PRECISION SHIELDED BEARINGS 
ADJUSTABLE U-PIVOT TRUCKS 
31"x 10" LAMINATE DECK 


^upercruiser 

2A Red Plum Circle, Monterey Park, 

CA 91745 

TEL (213) 726-3177 FAX (213) 726-3095 
(Dealer inquiries Welcome) 
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WINDSURFING 


£/7ie 9font/ 

(fine 

ARUBA 
PALM BEACH 

RESORT AND CASNO 

• Launch from our beautiful 
beachfront location 

• Shallow flat water makes 
beachstarts, waterstarts, and 
jibes a breeze 

• Warm year-round water 
temperature of 78-82° 

• Constant winds provide 
Ultimate Speed Thrills 

Our resort cmnbines a carefree, 
casual atmosphere with great 
restaurants, tennis, 2 freshwater 
pools, gambling casino, nightly 
entertainment, and a wide variety 
of excursions and watersports. 


tylfevy mi 

SPtumyf 




For more information and reser¬ 
vations call: 1-800-356-9742 



Dolphin Holiday 
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Complete Windsurfing 
Vacations April 8-Dccember 
20, 1989 including: land, 
air, equipment rental, 
options and extras begin at 
$532 p.p. dbl. * Prices vary 
dcpctiding on departure city. 
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& SHOPS 


CALIFORNIA 

AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION. Sac- 
ramento, 916-635-4479. Valley’s largest se¬ 
lection of boardsailing equipment. Sales, 
rentals, and lessons for beginning to ad¬ 
vanced sailors. 

WINDSPORTS-MARIN. Lessons, rentals, 
sales, service, repairs. Free catalogue. 1595 
E. Francisco Blvd., San Rafael. CA 94901. 
415-459-1171. 

WINDSPORTS-SAN FRANCISCO. 3620 
Wawona, San Francisco. CA 94116. Lessons, 
rentals, sales. We ship anywhere. 415-753- 
8828 or 459-1171. 


CONNECTICUT 

SUNSPORT. 203-637-4664. Mistral, Fa¬ 
natic, F-2, Wind & Surf custom, O’Neill, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Neil Pryde, North. 
WATER-WISE. 250 Broad St.. Manchester, 
CT 06040. 203-647-SAIL Boardsailing is our 
life! Production and custom equipment for all 
levels. Demo center. Parts and accessories. 
Lessons by friendly certified personnel. 
GREAT SERVICE!! Race series. Sailboard 
club. 


• _ FLORIDA _ 

[ A WINDSURFING PLACES. The place for 
' all your windsurfing needs. Florida’s most 
’ complete waterfront rental, retail and storage 
’ facility. Long- and short-term rentals of Mistral 

• and Seatrend boards. USYRU certified 

• school. Private and group instruction at all 
levels. Changing and showering facility. Full- 
ervice retail shop featuring largest selection 
f new and used boards. Located at Miami 
lanne Stadium, 3501 Rickenbacker Cswy., 

k ey Biscayne, FL 33142. Call 305-361-1225. 

GUERA WIND & SURF. Beachcomber 
Hotel, 6200 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach. 813- 
• 360-3783. Sales, lessons, rentals. 

• BLUE WATER MARINE SPORTS. All 
• major brands of boards, accessories, and 
. beachwear. Professional sales and service. 

. 2662 S. Dixie Hwy., Miami, FL 33133. Order 
hotline 305-858-3035. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING. Waterfront 
’ location. 2755 N. Banana River Dr., Merritt 
’ Island, FL 32953. Official "Gaastra Test Cen- 
• ter" for SE. Mistral certified instructors, rent- 
• als, repairs, sales, vacation packages. 407- 
• 453-3223. 

. CARBON DYNAMICS, INC. Aerospace 
. materials for home builders. Consulting, re- 
. search and design. Aircraft and sailboards. 
5255 85th St., Vero Beach, FL 32967. 407- 
’ 589-0123. 

' OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDING, INC. 

* 5254 Ocean Blvd., Sarasota. FL 34242.813- 
* 349-3828. On the Gulf, large rental fleet, les- 
• sons. Mistral, Alpha, Hi-Tech, accessories, 

• sportswear. 

. SOUTH SAILBOARDS. 5160 US Hwy 1 , 

. Key West. FL 33040. 305-296-0755. A full- 
. service shop. Hi-performance rentals. Sail 
repairs, custom harnesses, board bags, ac- 
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Ave , Sanford, FL 32771. #1 sailing school in 
Central Florida. On the beach at Lake Monroe. 
We have Fanatic, O'Brien, and Better 
Beachwear. Your one-stop shop at Florida’s 
premiere inland sailing center. 407-321-4099. 
WIND DANCER WATERSPORTS. Sales, 
rentals, school/lodging available. USYRU 
certified instructors. Ft. Myers Beach. 813- 
466-SURF (7873) 

WIND HEAVEN WINDSURFING. 2425 N 
Courtenay. Merritt Island, FL 32953. Fanatic, 
Seatrend, Bic, Boardworks, Aerotech, North 
Rentals. Shortboard headquarters! 407-425- 
WIND. 

HAWAII 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND WINDSURFING. 

Maui’s most complete retail and rental shop 
offers everything for the traveling sailor. Over 
200 rental boards and Maui’s high-wind test 
center for Mistral, F2, Tiga, Neil Pryde, Gaas- 
tra. Simmer Style, and Jimmy Lewis Custom 
boards Lessons available for waterstarts and 
jibes. Call or write: Hawaiian Island Windsurf¬ 
ing, 460 Dairy Road, Kahului, HI 96732 Toll- 
free 800-231-6958, 808-871-4981. 

HI-TECH SAILBOARDS OF HAWAII. 
Complete retail/rental shop featuring Hi-Tech 
custom boards and the "new" Hi-Tech MDC 
Lite boards. All new rental board fleet Board 
fleet comes equipped with Simmer, North or 
Pryde sails. Two minutes from Kanaha, home 
of Alan Cadiz's HST windsurf school. 230 
Hana Hwy., Kahului, HI. 808-877-2111. 
HI-TECH SAILBOARDS OF HAWAII. 
Craig Maisonville’s original shop, Maui's old¬ 
est windsurf shop, has equipment for the 
Hookipa sailor and a complete line of ac- 
tivewear for men and women. Six minutes from 
Hookipa. 51 Baldwin Ave., Paia. 808-579- 
9297. 

KANAHA SAILBOARDS. Rent Maui's best 
for less! 55 Kaahumanu Ave., Kahului, HI 
96732. 800-666-6629 or 808-871-2662. 
KAUAI-HANALEI SAILBOARDS. Qual¬ 
ity rental equipment and instruction. Minutes 
from Kauai's best windsurfing beaches. Box 
496, Hanalei, HI 96714. 808-826-9732. 

THE MAUI WINDSURF COMPANY 
AND MAUI MAGIC WINDSURFING 
SCHOOLS. Closest shops to Kanaha 
Beach/Airport. Complete air, car, condo, 
equipment, lesson packages available! 
Maui’s best equipment/instruction. See ad¬ 
vertisements this issue! 520 Keolani Place, 
Kahului, Maui 96732.808-877-4816. Toll-free 
800-872-0999. 

_ ILLINOIS _ 

MARINE MART. 639 Ogden Ave., Downers 
Grove. IL 60515. 312-968-6477. Mistral. Al¬ 
pha sailboards. O'Neill, Bare wetsuits. Nike 
aqua socks. Complete line of parts and ac¬ 
cessories. FREE sailboard clinics every Tues¬ 
day during season. 

WINDWARD SPORTS. Specials. Bigger 
than ever. Better than ever. 1989 equipment in 

__- *. alu AM a II cnfiC7 QIO. 


MASSACHUSETTS 

BUZZARD’S BAY SAILBOARDS. On 

warm windy Buzzard’s Bay. All major lines 
carried Lessons, rentals, demos Northeast 
dealer for Hi-Per Tech slalom boards Rt 6, 
Marion, MA, 508-748-1648. 

CAPE SAILBOARDS. Falmouth, MA 
02540 508-540-8800 Specializing in high- 
performance equipment and service. AN¬ 
GULO HAWAII customs. 

_ MICHIGAN _ 

SURF'S UP. O'Brien, Bic, F2, Fanatic, North, 
Neil Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii. New and 
USED equipment 30 boards displayed 1 2840 
Orchard Lake Road, Keego Harbor, Ml 48320 
313-681-9100. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

N.H. HOBIE/WINDSURF. Rt 1, Seabrook, 
NH 03874. 603-474-3661 EXCLUSIVE NEW 
ENGLAND BOB DILL DEALERSHIP Mistral. 
Gaastra, Neil Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii- 
specialty shop 


NEW JERSEY 

CRANFORD BOAT BOARDSAILING 
CENTER. Mid-Atlantic Region’s boardsail¬ 
ing superstore 1 Tested performance equip¬ 
ment. Unbeatable prices. Incredible inven¬ 
tory. Accessories. Huge wetsuit inventory. 
Mistral price reductions at retail outlet. Call 
201-272-6991. 

PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER. Rt. 10 

West, Morris Plains, NJ 07950.201-267-0964. 
New Jersey’s largest volume Mistral, Bic, and 
F2 dealership. Sails by Pryde, Gaastra, North, 
Freedom, and Windwing. Full stock of all the 
accessories you need by top manufacturers. 
Best selection of O'Neill wetsuits in NJ. 

NEW YORK 

DELTA KNOLLS SPORTS. 8388 Elmer 
Hill Rd., Rome, NY 13440. 315-339-1280. 
Fanatic, Seatrend, Gaastra, Westwind, Wind¬ 
wing,. Neil Pryde, Fleetwood, Simmer Style, 
and more. Unbelievably low prices! We ship. 
ISLAND WINDSURFING. New York's old¬ 
est and finest shop, conveniently located in 
Manhattan. 1623 York Ave., NYC 10028.212- 
744-2000. One of the largest selections on the 
east coast. We ship worldwide. Mail orders 
welcome. Two certified Mistral schools on 
Long Island; Southampton 516-283-1198, 
New Suffolk 516-734-7834. Reservations 212- 
744-2000. 

LAKESPORTS. On Lake George, Huletts 
Landing, NY 12841.518-499-2647. Complete 
line of Mistral boards and accessories. In¬ 
structor certification. Second location: King¬ 
ston, NY 914-757-4166. 

NEW YORK BOARDSAILING, INC. 1000 
East Shore Dr., Ithaca, NY 14850. Upstate's 
#1 specialty shop. Complete school and 
rental program. F2, Tiga, Mistral. O'Brien, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra, Neil Pryde, 
Mnrth and lots more. Open vear 'round! 807- 


























NORTH CAROLINA 

* KITTY HAWK SPORTS. Looking for en- 
. thusiastic managers, reservationists, sales- 
. persons, windsurfing and sailing instructors 
. for the 1989 season for our Nags Head and 

* Avon stores The most complete windsurfing 

* operation on the Outer Banks Lessons, rent- 
' als, vacation packages, and sales. Kitty Hawk 

* Sports sailing site at Windmill Point is the 

* Mistral and North Test Centers for the East 

* Coast. We’re a quality operation looking for 

* quality people Contact Keith or Ralph. 800- 
. 334-4777, or write to PO Box 340, Nags Head, 
. NC 27959 

. NORTH BEACH SAILING. In Duck, offers 
b Outer Banks windsurfers the best Sales, rent- 
' als, and guaranteed lessons. Catamarans 

* available. F2/Neil Pryde "Fun Center." Certi- 
' fied “American Sailboard Training Center." 

* Managers/Instructors wanted for 

* summer 1989. Box 1113, Kitty Hawk, NC 
. 27949 919-261-7100/6262 

* _ OHIO _ 

' SUNSPORTS SURF COMPANY. 6110 

' Busch Blvd., Columbus, Ohio 43229. Central 

* Ohio’s only full-service dealer. Sales, rentals, 

* lessons, repairs, accessories. Fanatic. Bic, 

* Alpha. We buy and sell used equipment. 614- 
. 431-3336. 

. WINDBREAKERS SURF CO. 114 Wester- 
. ville Mall, Westerville, OH 43081. 614-890- 

* 9008. Ohio’s largest surf shop. Mistral, Hi-Fly, 
' Gaastra. Certified Mistral School. Complete 

* line of accessories and beach wear. Open all 

* year. 

* _ OREGON _ 

’ GORGE WINDSURFING. 319 E 2nd, The 

* Dalles, OR 97058, 503-298-8796. Retail, les- 
’ sons, rentals. Safest Gorge locations for be- 
' ginners and learning waterstarts. Open year- 

* round. Mail order. 

* HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING. Leaders 

* in shortboard instruction. Gaastra, Pryde, 
. Tiga, Seatrend, and custom rentals. Gorge 
. travel service. FREE catalogue. 4 4th St., 

Hood River, OR 97031. 503-386-5787. 
a LIFE CYCLES. 800-331-4711. In The 

* Gorge. Vacation packages, rentals, sales. 
' Gaastra, Neil Pryde, F2, Tiga. 

! PENNSYLVANIA 

* AMERICAN ENERGY. 7th Street Railroad 

* Station, Perkasie, PA 18944. 215-257-6693. 

. Everything you need! Sales, lessons, per- 
. sonal year 'round service for all abilities. 

WESTWIND, ALPHA, NEIL PRYDE. 

' HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT 
’ NESTORS. 2510 MacArthur Rd., Whitehall, 

’ PA 18052. 215-437-0321. Open year 'round, 

’ seven days for boards, sails, rentals, lessons, 

* accessories for all abilities. Fanatic, F2, 

* Windsurfing Hawaii, Seatrend, O'Brien, Neil 
. Pryde, North, Gaastra, O’Neill, Bare, Fiber- 
. spar, and more in stock. Call for lesson and 
. race clinic info. Call toll-free in eastern PA: 

. 800-832-3300 for Hooked on Windsurfing's 

expert service. 
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RENTAL. Eagle, PA. 215-458-5298. Private 
and group lessons. Mistral, O’Brien, 
Seatrend, O’Neill, and Bare wetsuits. Fleet- 
wood hardware, aerotech sails. Sunfish, 
Hobies, and canoe rentals. 

ROSE VALLEY SPORTS. 1501 Seneca 
Run, Ambler, PA 19002 215-643-6018. '88 
clearance sale, 25-35% off. Slightly used 
merchandise also available. 

SHANK’S MARE. Ten years’ experience. 
On-water facility. Trade-in program. Largest 
year ’round selection featuring Fanatic, Mis¬ 
tral, O’Brien, Hi-Fly, Seatrend boards. North, 
Windwing, ART sails. O’Neill, Bare, Body 
Glove wetsuits. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

SAILING & SKI CONNECTION. Your 
connection to sailing fun in Myrtle Beach with 
two locations. Sales, rentals, repairs, lessons. 
Featuring Mistral. Alpha, Hi-Tech, Gaastra, 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Myrtle Beach, SC. 803- 
626-SAIL. 

WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD. The 

Plaza at Shelter Cove, Hilton Head Island, SC 
29928. 803-686-6996. The largest, most so¬ 
phisticated boardsailing school. Beginner to 
advanced instructions. All-around and hi- 
performance rentals. Southeast’s most com¬ 
prehensive board shop. 

_ TEXAS _ 

H.O.T. WINDSURFING. 3629 E. Business 
Hwy 190, Killeen, TX 76051. 817-690-SAIL. 
Sales, rentals, accessories, BIG Instructions. 
ON THE BEACH. 2105 Padre Blvd., South 
Padre Island, TX 78597. 512-761-1194. FAX: 
512-761-7036. Windsurfing Hawaii Hi-Wind 
Center High performance rentals. All new 
equipment. Tropix, Bic, North, Pryde, Gaas¬ 
tra, Simmer. Board and sail repairs. Advanced 
lessons. 

WOODS HOLE WIND SPORTS. South 
Padre Island's ALPHA SPEED CENTER. Rent¬ 
als, school, vacation packages. 401 Hwy. 
100, Port Isabel, TX 78578. 512-943-2810. 

_VIRGINIA_ 

CUSTOM WINDSURFING INC. Newest 
windsurfing shop in Virginia Beach. Huge 
selection of new and used equipment. Sail 
repairs, high-performance accessories, rent¬ 
als, and lessons available. Seatrend, O'Brien, 
Angulo, and North Sails. Call 804-496-WIND. 
FAX: 804-496-3753. 2817 Shore Dr., Suite 
#111, Virginia Beach, VA 23451. Mail orders 
available. Quantity discounts. Other dealers 
welcome for sail repairs and price quotes. 
WASHINGTON SAILING MARINA. 
George Wahington Memorial Parkway, Alex¬ 
andria. VA 33214. 703-548-9027. BIG five- 
star rated windsurfing instructional programs. 
Rentals, instructor training and certification 
programs. Bob Redmond, BIG Master in¬ 
structor, teaches basic through advanced 
programs on the beautiful Potomac River in 
the exciting atmosphere of Washington, D.C. 
Minutes from downtown, easily accessible by 
Metrorail and convenient to National airport. 
O’Brien, F2, Fanatic sailboards and equip¬ 
ment Waahinntnn. D.C.'s nroffissinnal in¬ 


struction program—"We guarantee success." 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 

CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING. PO Box 

7021, St. Thomas, USVI 00801. 809-776- 
3486. Island’s most complete windsurfing 
center. Mistral certified school on Morningstar 
Beach. Retail shop in Ramada Yacht Haven 
Marina Hourly, daily, weekly rentals. Mistral, 
Fanatic, Hi-Fly, Windsurfing Hawaii, Da Kine, 
Gaastra, ART. Yacht and hotel packages. 
EASTWIND WATERSPORTS. Red Hook 
Plaza in Sapphire Beach, St. Thomas, 809- 
775-5066 Certified instructors. Beginner and 
advanced lessons. Complete retail shop, 
carrying Hi-Tech, O’Brien, Calvert, Fleet- 
wood, Quiksilver, Local Motion, Da Kine, Nike. 
Daily/weekly rentals, Surfboards, Boogie 
boards, charter boat packages available. 
SOUTHPORT RIGGING. Swap/Tent Sale. 
April 21-23. Bring used equipment to sell. Buy 
used or new at best prices. 2926 75th St., 
Kenosha, Wl 414-652-5434. 

WEST INDIES WINDSURFING. PO Box 
2643, St. Thomas, VI 00803. 809-775-6530. 
Vi’s first and finest. Seatrend, F2 Tiga, O’Brien 
Complete sailboard shop, sales, lessons and 
rentals. Air, land and water packages. 

INTERNATIONAL 
BRITISH WEST INDIES 

NICK’S AQUA SPORTS GRAND CAY- 
MAN. c/o Hyatt Regency, Box 1588, Grand 
Cayman. BWI, 1-800-255-NICK. Full-service 
watersports with complete line of Fanatic sail¬ 
boards. Instructions are our specialty. 

_ CANADA _ 

THE HARRISON BEACH SPORTS CO. 

PO Box #193, Harrison Hot Springs, BC, Can¬ 
ada V0M 1K0. We specialize in sales and 
rentals of high-performance equipment. Near 
BEAR CREEK, Harrison Lake’s hot new sailing 
spot. 604-796-3686. 

CARIBBEAN 

CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels. Featur¬ 
ing free Tiga equipment/instruction. St. Lucia 
Dominican Republic. Martinique, Guade¬ 
loupe, Mention this ad for rebates. Call the 
experts. 303-777-5393. 800-272-4729. 

GUATEMALA 

WINDSURFING PLAZA. Authorized 
dealer for MISTRAL. O'BRIEN, NEIL PRYDE 
FLEETWOOD, DA KINE. CALVERT, THULE 
VUARNET, and much more. We ship to Cen 
tral America. Extensive and complete invert 
tory. Lessons, rentals and wonderful tours. 5a 
Ave. 3-38, zona 9. Tel. 364529. FAX 367882 
Telex 6130 Sapper GU. 

_ MEXICO _ 

CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels. Featui 
ing free Tiga equipment/instruction. Cancun 
Ixtapa, Sonora Bay. Mention this ad for re¬ 
bates. Call the experts. 303-777-5393. 800- 

070-A7OQ 
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Inadequiver: (in-ad* i-kwi-ver) n. The 
ability always to have an insufficient 
quantity of whatever it is you don’t have 
that someone else does. 


T here comes a time in every 
boardsailor’s life when a gap 
develops. Sometimes this can 
be a gap between the hours 
spent working vs. the 
hours spent sailing. 

(Hey, let’s get those pri¬ 
orities straight, huh!) 

Sometimes this can be 
the gap between the 
foot of the sail and the 
board. And sometimes 
this can be the gap 
between one spouse 
and the other, whether 
this occurs due to 
varying ability levels or, 
heaven forbid, because 
one sails and the other 
doesn’t. 

The most usual gap, 
however, is the one that 
develops in your 
equipment. No, I’m not 
talking about holes in 
your sails and boards; 

I’m referring to holes in 


Inadequiver 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


want several of them. You need them! 
See? You've got inadequiver before 
you even have a quiver. 



your quiver of sails and boards, a 
disease known as “inadequiver.” 

Inadequiver is, unfortunately, a fact 
of life. I’ve been told that you can 
never, do you hear me, never have 
enough gear. No matter how many 
sails you own, there will always be that 
one day when nothing is right. “Yeah, 
I'm a bit overpowered too... if I only had 
a 5.65m instead of this 5.72m, it would 
be just right." Sure, nothing like a few 
square millimeters to set the world 
straight. 

Of course, having exactly the right 
size and shape windsurfing equipment 
does make the sport just that much 
more enjoyable. But we're not here on 
earth to enjoy windsurfing—we're here 
to suffer. That’s why God invented this 
sport. Having the wrong size anything 
can lead to just that much more 
frustration (in a sport already quite 
fraught with frustration). 

Sometimes you have inadequiver 
right at home and sometimes you get it 
when you're on the road. At home it 
develops the moment your sailing 
buddy gets anything new. Anything. 
Right then and there you need one. 
Badly. Naturally, your first remark is, 
"What a piece of junk. What on earth 
do you need that for?" 

But secretly, you yearn to get one of 


On the road, inadequiver develops 
when visiting a new windsurfing shop or ’ 
even when dropping by the windsurfing | 
beach to hobnob with the locals. If ev¬ 
eryone there has this special brand of 
sail or fin shape or harness color, then 
you'll just have to have it. After all, you 
don't want to look like a kook, do you? 
And if all those guys are using it then it 
must be cool, even if you wouldn't be 
caught dead using it back home. 

When in Rome... 

Speaking of home, if your home 
happens to be in the Gorge, near Lake 
Gaarda, or on Maui, then two things oc- ‘ 
cur: first, having inadequiver at home is ] 
unacceptable—it’s just too embarrass¬ 
ing having kooks from out of town, for 
crying out loud, with more gear than 
you have! Second, no matter where 
you go, it will be assumed that you do 
not have inadequiver since you’re from 
somewhere cool. 

If, however, you're from Peoria, it will ‘ 
be a foregone conclusion that you have ' 
incurable inadequiver and you will be ' 
shunned. 

Inadequiver is a self-perpetuating 
plague. Justlikethecommoncold.it | 

can not only spread from person to ‘ 

person, but develop into dangerous [ 
strains known as biggerquiver. For who ‘ 
would be content just to equal his con- 


Johnny has one, then I want two. If 
George has red, then I want hot pink. If 
Fred’s is five feet, I want mine 10 feet! 

Everyone’s idea of inadequiver is 
different. For some, a gap in sail sizes 
from 5.0m to 5.5m is just right. For 
some a gap from 5 0m to 6.0m is 
acceptable. For others, however, a 
gap from 5.0m to 5.3m is way too big. 

I’m not really sure just 
what this syndrome is 
dependent on. It could 
have something to do 
with sailing ability or it 
may have to do with 
parental upbringing. 
People with a secure 
beach life don’t seem to 
develop inadequiver as 
often as those with a 
deep-seated wind 
neurosis. 

One friend of mine 
seems to have 
perpetual inadequiver. 
He just bought a brand- 
new set of six sails 
which should, theoreti¬ 
cally, cover virtually any 
and all wind conditions 
he might encounter for 
the next year. But is he 


RICK MARTIN 


happy? Nooooo. He thinks he has 
inadequiver. This hypochondria can be 
even worse than the actual disease, for 
it is seldom curable, even with constant 
and sustained windsurfing therapy. 
Even on the best day imaginable, I can 
hear him whining and complaining out 
on the water: “If I only had my floaty 
8'8" slalom gun rather than this 8'9' 
speed needle I’d be having a better 
time. That’s my problem; I'm sure of it!" 

I think the only thing worse than in¬ 
adequiver is toobigaquiver. When you 
get this disease you’re in big trouble. 
For while Bobby's out shredding and 
Tommy’s on the beach complaining 
about not having the right sail size, 
you'll still be back at home trying to 
figure out how to get all this junk loaded 
into your car. Even assuming you 
actually have a vehicle large enough to 
carry it all, it will take you from two to 
three hours to select just the right 
equipment to use. And by the time you 
do, the wind will have died. Perfect! 

I'm happy with my inadequiver just 
the way it is. But then again, I'm used 
to it: I've also got inadecar, inade- 
house, inademoney, inadevacations, in- 
adewind... ■ 


Eric Sanford is a far from inadewriter 
and inadephotographer who works 
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With the Bamba, you will sail on the 
same board that Stephan Van Den 
Berg uses in international course rac¬ 
ing competition. The qua¬ 
dra concave hull and the 
thick rails improve upwind 
capabilities, speed on 
reaches, and 


BIC BAMBA: 


directional stability. And the subtle rocker 
pattern provides early planing and quick 
acceleration in lighter winds. Manufac¬ 
tured in ACEtec, the Bamba features excellent strength and 
stiffness-essential for a successful course racing board. 

^Equipped with the new race fin, composite 
fiber centerboard and multiple footstraps, 1 
the Bamba offers accessories typically 
found only on racing prototypes. 

BIC Bamba—Take the Lead. 




Automatic wishbone 
front end-open position. 



The Stephan 
\fon Den 
Berg 
Racing 
Machine 


BIC Soon U S a 


Stephan Van Den Berg 
on the Bamba: "The 
design of the Bamba 
is the direct result of 
my experience on 
the World Cup Race 
circuit and the re¬ 
search of the BIC 
Sport engineers. As 
the result of this re¬ 
search we have 
designed a course 
board which com¬ 
bines excellent up¬ 
wind ability with 
speed on the 
reaches. And the 
ACEtec manufactur¬ 
ing process allows 
us to makeapro- 
duction board which 
will hold its own 
even against an 
exotic prototype". 
Technical 
Specifications: 
Length: 3.7m (12' 2*) 
Width: 0.65m (26*) 
Volume: 2401. 
Waiaht: 16 ka. J35 


vith inserts end mast track without centerboard. 




































TWO OF OUR TOP DRAGSTERS 
HHiailB FORMULA ONE HANOI 


In the past, long boom racing sails 
have performed like dragsters: wild 
acceleration and massive flat-out power, 
but awesome control problems. 

Now Neil Pryde has come up with 
two revolutionary ways to refine the 
handling without compromising the power: 
a new fabric, K-film, and a sophisticated 
design/construction technique called 
segmented-curve seam shaping. 

The result: our racing sails are 
beautifully balanced — even when they 
are well overpowered — crisp and smooth 
in all transitions and light to handle 
in gusts. 


This ultra-high tech course and slalom 
racing machine has the full benefit of both 


innovations: segmented-curve seam 
shaping has been used to give the 
K-film maximum effect. 

The advantage to the rider 
is unequalled stability and 
power control. Proof: designers 
Willem Blaauw and Anders 
Bringdal were able to lengthen 
the boom — in order to step up the' - 
acceleration — in most sail sizes and 
still dramatically improve handling. 

If you're seriously into winning races, 
this is the sail to use. 


WmmuiLEiM 


It was for the RAF Slalom that top 

Neil Pryde designers Barry Spanier and 
Rick Kinser first developed segmented- 
curve seam shaping. The improvement in 


handling is so extraordinary you 
need to experience it to fully 
appreciate it. 

This is now the sail to use 
for moderate to strong wind 
slalom racing, or in light gusty 
conditions. The long boom 
power lets you plane through 
the lulls previously impossible 
with short boom sails, yet it remains 
beautifully balanced and easy to control 
in the gusts. 

For full information on the World Cup 
Racing, the RAF Slalom and all the sails in 
our 89 collection, call your authorised 
Neil Pryde dealer today. 

NEILPRYDE 
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